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'The Dedication. 
tellectual Light! I do not 


kiſs the Duſt of thy Feet; 


becauſe thou ſeldom art ſeen 
out of the Seraglio, and when 
thou art, thou walkeſt only 
on the Carpets of Tran, or 
on Beds of Roſes. 

J here preſent you with a 
Tranſlation of the Work of 
an ancient Sage, who having 
the Happineſs of living free 
from all Ayocations, thought 
proper, by Way of Amuſe- 
ment, to write the. Hiſtory, 
of Zadig; a Performance, 
that comprehends in it 
more Inſtruction than, tis 


poſſible, you may at firſt 
be aware of. I- beg you 
would- indulge -me ſo far 
„ E AS 


The Dedication. 
as to read it over, and 


then paſs your impartial 


Judgment upon it: For 
notwithſtanding you are in 
the Bloom of your Lites 
tho eviry Pieaſure courts 
you ; tho' 'ybu are Na- 
ture's Darling, and have 
internal "Qualities in propor- 
tion to your Beauty; tho' 
the World reſounds 
"Praiſes from Morning till 
Night, and ' conſequently 
you muſt have à Juſt Ti- 
tle to a ſuperior Degree of 
Underſtanding than the fe 

of your 'Sex 5 Vet 

Wit is no ways 1 


Your Taſte is refin d, and | 
I have had the Honour 
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to hear you talk more learn- 
edly than the wiſeſt Der- 
74 , with his venerable 
Beard, and pointed Bonnet : 
You are diſcreet, and yet 
not miſtruſtful ; you are ea- 
ſy, but not weak ; you are 
beneficent with . ; 
you love your Friends, and 
create yourſelf no Enemies. 
Your moſt ſprightly Flights 
borrow no Graces from De- 
traction; you never ſpeak 
à miſbecoming Word, nor 
do an ill-natur'd Row ; 
tho' tis always in your 
Power. In a Word, your 
Soul is as ſpotleſs as your 
Perſon. You have, more- 
over, a little Fund of Phi- 

| loſophy, 


The Dedication. 
loſophy, which gives nie 


juſt Grounds to hope that 


= Il reliſh this Hiſtorical 
erformance better than any 


other Lady of your Quality 
would do. | 


It was originally com- 
pos'd in the Chaldean Lan- 
guage; to which both you 
and my ſelf are perfect 
Strangers, It was tranſlated, 
however, into Arabic, for 
the Amuſement of the cele: 
brated Sultan Ou lo- BC. It 
firſt appear d in Public, when 
the Arabian and Perſian Tales 
of One Thouſand and One 
Nights, and One Thouſand 
and One Days, were moſt 
So in 


The Dedication. 


in Vogue: OvLove choſe 
rather to entertain himſelf 
with the Adventures. of Za- 
dig. The Sultanas indeed 
were more fond of the for- 
mer. How can you, ſaid 
the judicious OuLouG, be 
ſo partial, as to prefer a 
Set of Tales, that are no 
ways intereſting or inftruc- 
tive, to a Work, that has 
a Variety of Beauties to re- 
commend it? Oh! replied 
the Sultanas, the leſs Senſe 
there is in them, the more 
they are in Taſte; and 
the leſs their Merit, the 


greater their Commenda- = 
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The Dedication. 


_ I flatter my ſelf, thou 
Patroneſs of Wiſdom, that 
thou wilt not copy after 


_ thoſe thoughtleſs Sultanas, 


but give into the Senti- 
ments of QuLoucg. I am 
in hopes likewiſe, when 
you are tir'd with the Con- 
verſation of ſuch as make 
thoſe ſenſeleſs Romances a- 
bovemention'd their favourite. 
Amuſements, you will vouch- 


fafe. to liſten for one Mi- 


nute or two, to the Dictates 
of ſolid Senſe. Had you 


been Thaleſtris in the Days 
of Scander, the Son of Phi- 
lip; had you been the Queen 
of Sheba, in the Reign of 
, thoſe Kings would 

have 


The Dedication. 


have been proud to have 
taken a Tour to viſit you, 


May the Celeſtial Virtues 
grant, that your Pleaſures 
may meet with no Inter- 
ruption ; your Charms know 
no Decay; and may your 
Felicity be everlaſting ! 
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Who have ſubſcrib'd 
12 my Name hereto, am- 
bitious of being thought a 
Man of Wit and Learning, 
have perus'd this MAN u- 
s RIPT, which I find, to 
my great Mortification, a- 
muſing, moral, philoſophical, 
and fit to be read, even by 

thoſe 
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thoſe who have an utter 
Averſion to Romances; for 
which Reaſon, I have de- 
pretiated it, as it deſerves, 
and have in direct Terms 
told the CADpI-LESqUIER, 
that tis a moſt deteſtable 
Performance. 8 
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„ 
The Blind Eve, 1 1 5 


N the Reign of King Moab 
dar, there was a young 
Man, a Native of Babylon, 
by name Zadig; who was not 
only endowed by Nature with 
an uncommon Genius, but born 
of illuſtrious Parents, who bey 
ſtowed on him an Education, no 
92619 B ways 


[2] 

ways inferior to his Birth. Tho? 
rich and he knew how 
to give a Check to his Paſſions ; 
he was no ways felf-conceited ; 
he didn't always act up to the 
ſtricteſt Rules of Reaſon himſelf, 
and knew how to look on the 
Foibles of others, with an Eye 
of Indulgence. Every one was 
ſurpriz d to find, that notwith- 
ſtanding he had fuch a Fund of 
Wit, he never inſulted ; - nay, 
never ſo much as rallied any of 
his Companions, for that Tittle 
Tattle, which was fo vague and 
empty, fo noiſy and confus'd ; 
for thoſe raſh Reflections, thoſe 
illiterate Concluſions, and thoſe 
infipid Jokes, and, in ſhort, for 
| — Flow of unmeaning Words, 
which was calFd polite Conver- 
fation in Babylon. He had learn- 
ed from the firſt Book of Zo- 
roaſter, that Selt-love is like a 
Bladder full blown, — when 

once 
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once prick'd, diſcharges a kind 


of petty Tempeſt. Zadig, in 
particular, never boaſted of his 
Contempt of the Fair Sex, or of 
his Facility to make Conqueſts 
amongſt them. He was of a ge- 
nerous Spirit ; inſomuch, that he 
was not afraid of obliging even 

an ungrateful Man; ſtrictly ad- 


. to that wiſe Maxim of 


Zoroaſter. When you are eating, 
throw an Offal to the Dogs that 
are under the Table, teſt they 


ſhould be tempted to bite you. He 


was as wile as he could well be 
wiſh'd ; ſince he was fond of no 


Company, but ſuch as were di- 
ſtinguiſn'd for Men of Senſe. 
As he was well-grounded in all 
the Sciences of the antient CHal- 


deans, he was no Stranger to 
thoſe Principles of Natural Phi- 


loſophy, which were then known: 
And underſtood as much of Me- 


| * as my ned in all 7p | 


141 


after him; that is to ſay, he ER 
little or nothing of the Matter. 
He was firmly convinc'd, that 
the Year conſiſted of 365 Days 
and an half, tho directly repug- 
nant to the new Philoſophy of 
the Age he liv'd in; and that 
the Sun was ſituated in the Cen- 

ter of the Earth ; And when the 
Chief Magi told him, with an 
imperious Air, that he main- 
tain'd erroneous Principles ; and 
that it was an Indignity offered 
to the Government under which 
he liv'd, to imagine the Sun 
ſhould roll round its own Axis, 
and that the Year conſiſted of 
twelve Months, he knew how 
to ſit ſtill and quiet, without 
ſhewing the leaſt Tokens of Re- 

ſentment or Contempt. 
As Zadig was immenſely rich, 
and had conſequently Friends 
without Number ; and as he was 
a Gentleman of a robuſt Conſti- 
tution, 


[5] 
tution, and remarkably hand- 
ſome ; as he was endowed with 

a plentif ul Share of ready and 
incffentive Wit: And, in a 
Word, as his Heart was per- 
fectly ſincere and open, he ima- 
gin'd himſelf, in ſome Meaſure, 
qualified to be perfectly happy. 
For which Purpoſe he deter- 
min'd to marry a gay young 
Lady (one Semira by name) 
whole Beauty, Birth and For- 
tune, render'd her the moſt de- 


| firabfe Perſon in all Babylon. He 


had a ſincere Affection for her, 
grounded on Honour, and Se- 
mira conceiv*d as tender a Paſſion 
for him. They were juſt upon 
the critical Minute of a mutual 
Conjunction in the Bands of 
Matrimony, when, as they were 


walking Hand in Hand toge- 


ther towards one of the Gates 
of Babylon, under the Shade of 


a Row of Palm- trees, that grew 
1 


V 
on the Banks of the River Ex- 
Phrates, they were beſet by a 
Band of Ruffians, arm'd with 
Sabres, Bows and Arrows. They 
were the Guards, it ſeems, of 
young Orcan {Nephew of a cer- I 
tain Miniſter of State) whom 
the Paraſites, kept by his Uncle, 
had buoy*d up with a Permiſſion | 
to do, with impunity, whatever 
he thought proper. This young 
Rival, tho' he had none of thoſe 
internal Qualities to boaſt of that 
Zadig had, yet he imagin'd him- 1 
ſelf a Man of more Power; and 3 
for that Reaſon, was perfectiy 9 
gutrageous to ſee the other pre- bi 
ferr'd before him. This Fit of 
Jealouly, the Refult of mere 9 
anity, prompted him to think 1 
that he was deeply in Love with 
the fair Semira ; and fir d with 
that amorous Notion, he wass 
determin'd to take her away MY 
from Zadig, by Dint of Arms. 4 
ff 
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The Raviſhers ruſh*d-rudely up 
on her, and in the Tranſport E 
their Rage, drew the Blood of 
a Beauty, the Sight of whoſe 
joe would have ſoften'd the 

gers of Mount naus. 
The mr Lady rent the very 
Heavens with her Exclamations, 
Where's my dear Huſband, ſhe 
cried? They have tort me from 
the Arms of the only Man whom 
I adore. She never reflected on 
the Danger to which ſhe was ex- 
pos d; her ſole Concern was for 
her beloved Zadig. At the fame 
Time, he defended her, like a 
Lover, and a Man of Integrity 
and Courage. With the Aſſiſt- 
ance only of two domeſtic Ser- 
vants, he put thoſe Sons of Vi- 
olence to Flight, and conducted 
Semira, bloody as ſhe was, and 
in fainting Fits, to ber o 

Houſe. No fooner was ſhe. come 

to her ſelf, but the fix d her love- 


B 4 wy 


3 
ly Eyes on her Dear Deliverer. 
O Zadig, ſaid ſhe, I love thee 
as affectionately, as if I were actu- 
ally thy Bride: I love thee, as the 
Man, to whom I owe my Life, 
and what is dearer to me, the 
Prefervation of my Honour, No 
Heart ſure could be more deeply 
ſmitten than that of Semira. Ne- 
ver did the Lips of the faireſt 
Creature living utter ſofter 
Sounds; never did the moſt 
enamoured Lady breathe ſuch 
tender Sentiments of Love and 
Gratitude for his ſignal Service ; 
never, in ſhort, did the moſt 
affectionate Bride expreſs ſuch 
Tranſports of Joy for the fondeſt 
Huſband. Her Wounds, how- 
ever, were but very ſuperficial, 
and ſhe was ſoon recover'd. Za- 
dig received a Wound that was 
much more dangerous: An un- 
lucky Arrow had graz'd one of 
his Eyes, and the Orifice was 
deep. 


[9] 

deep, Semira was inceſſant in 
her Prayers to the Gods that they 
might reſtore her Zadig. Her 
_ Eyes were Night and Day over- 
whelm'd with Tears. She wait- 
ed with Impatience for the happy 
Moment, when thoſe of Zadig 
might dart their Fires upon her; 
but alas ! the wounded Eye grew 
ſo inflam'd and ſwell'd, that ſhe 
was terrified. to the laſt Degree. 
She ſent as far as Memphis for 
Hermes, the celebrated Phyſician 
there, who inſtantly attended 
his new Patient with a nume- 
rous Retinue. Upon his firſt 
Viſit, he peremptorily declared 
that Zadig would loſe his Eye; 
and foretold not only the Day, 
but the very Hour when that 
woful Diſaſter would befal him. 
Had it been, ſaid that Great Man, 
his right Eye, I could have ad- 
miniſtred an infallible Specific 

5 B 5 . 
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but as it is, his Misfortune is be- 
yond the Art of Man to cure. 
Tho? all Babylon pitied the hard 
Caſe of Zadig, they equally ſtood 
aſtoniſh'd at the profound Pe- 
netration of Hermes. Two Days 
after the Impoſthume broke, with- 
out any Application, and Zadig 
ſoon after was perfectly reco- 
ver'd. Hermes thereupon wrote 
a very long and elaborate Trea- 
tiſe, to prove that his Wound 
ought not to have been heal'd. 
2 adi g, however, never thought 
it worth his while to peruſe his 
learned Lucubrations ; bur, 
ſoon as ever he could get abroad, 
determin'd to pay the Lady a 
Viſit, who had teſtified ſuch un- 
common Concern for his Wel- 
fare, and for whoſe Sake alone he 
wiſh'd for the Reſtoration of his 
Sight. Semira he found had 
been out of Town for three 
Days; 
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Days; but was inform'd, by the 
„that his intended Spouſe, 
having conceived an implacable 
Averſion to a one-ey'd Man, 
was that very Night to be mar- 
ried to Orcan. At this unex- 
pected ill News, poor Zadig was 
perfectly thunder- ſtruck : He 
laid his Difappointment ſo far 
to Heart, that in a ſhort Time 
he was become a mere Skeleton, 
ſome Months afterwards. At laſt, 
however, by Dint of Reflection, 
he got the better of his Diſtem- 
per; and the Acuteneſs of the 
Pain he underwent, in ſome 
Meaſure, contributed towards his 
Conſolation. 

Since I have met with ſuch an 
unexpected Repulſe, ſaid he, 
from a capricious Court-Lady, 
Jam determin'd to marry ſome 
ſubſtantial Citizen's Daughter. 
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14 121 
He pitch'd accordingly upon 
Azora,”" a young Gentlewoman 
extremely well-bred, an excellent. 
Oeconomiſt, and one, whoſe Pa- 1 
rents were very rich. a + 
Their Nuptials accordingly | 
were ſoon. after ſolemniz*'d, and 
for a whole Month ſucceſſively, 
no! two Turtles were ever more 
fond of each other. In Proceſs 
of Time, however, he perceiv*d 
ſhe was a little Coquettiſh, and 
too much inclinꝰd to think, 
that the handſomeſt young 
Fellows were always the moſt 
virtuous and the. greateſt Wits: 
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0 NE Day FLY as ſhe was. 
Juſt return'd home from ta- 
king a ſhort Country airing,threw 
herſelf into a violent Paſſion, 
and bwell'd with Invectives. 
What, in God's Name, my 
Dear, ſaid Zadig, has thus ruffled 
your Temper? What can be 
the Meaning of all theſe warm 


Exclamations? Alas! ſaid ſhe, 


you would have been diſguſted 
as much as I am, had you been 
an Eye-witneſs of that Scene of 
Female Falſhood , as I. was 
Yeſterday. IL went, you muſt 
know, to viſit the. diſconſolate 
Widow Coſrou, who. has been 
theſe two Days erecting a Mo- 


aument to the Memory of her 


you ng, 
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young, deceaſed Huſband, near 


the Brook that runs on one ſide 
of her Meadow. She made the 


moſt ſolemn Vow, in the Height 


of her Affliction, never to ſtir 
from that Tomb, as long as eyer 


that Rivulet took its uſual ; 
Courſe. — Well! and wherein, 


pray, ſaid Zadig, is the good 
Woman fo much to blame ? Ts 
it not an inconteſtable Mark of 
55 ſuperior Merit and Conju- 

Aﬀec ction? But, Zadig, faid 
5 was you to know how 


her Thoughts were employ'd 


when I made my Viſit, you'd 
never - forget or forgive her. 
Pray, my deareſt Azora, what 
then was ſhe about? Why, the 
C reature, ſaid Azora, was ſtudy- 


ing, to be ſure, to find out Ways 


and Means to turn the Current 
of the River. 


Axora, in ſhort, harangu'd 


fo arg and, was to a” with 


her 


„ ia 


1 
„ 
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her Invectives againſt the young 


Widow, that her too affected, 
vain Shew of Virtue, yore Zadig 
A x Trevet Diſguft. | 

Zadig had an intimate Friend,, | 
one Cador by Name, whoſe 


2 f Spouſe was perfectly honeſt, and 


had in reality a greater Regard 
for him, than all Mankind be- 


ſides: This Friend Zadig made 
his Confident, and bound him 
to keep a Project of his en- 


tirely a Secret, by a Promiſe 


of ſome valuable Token of 


his Reſpect. Azora had been 
viſiting . a Female Companion 
for two Days together in the 
Country, and on the third was re- 


turning home: No ſooner, how- 


ever, was ſhe in Sight of the 
Houſe, but the Servants ran to 
meet her with Tears in their 
Eyes, and told her, that their 
Maſter dy'd ſuddenly the Night 
before; that they durſtn't _ | 


[ 16 1 
her the doleful Tidings, but 
were going to bury Zadig in 
the Sepulchre of his Anceſtors, 
at the Bottom of the Garden. 
She burſt into a Flood of Tears ; 
tore her Hair; and vow'd to 
die by his Side. As ſoon as it 
was dark, young Cador came, 
and begg d the Favour of being 
introduc'd to the Widow. He 
was ſo, and they wept together 
very cordially. Next Day the 
Storm was ſomewhat abated, 

and they din'd together; Cador 
inform'd her, that his Friend 
had left him the much greater 
Part of his Effects, and gave 
her to underſtand, that he 
ſhould think himſelf the hap- 
pieſt Creature in the World, if 
ſhe would condeſcend to be his 
Partner in that Demiſe. The 
Widow wept, ſobb'd, and be- 
gan to melt. More Time was 
_ in Supper than at Dinner. 
8 They 


— * pu" 


* FF. WO eo ” 


Tar3 


They diſcourſed together with a 


little more Freedom. Azora 
was laviſh of her Encomiums 
on Zadig ; but then, *twas true, 
ſhe ſaid, he had ſome ſecret In- 
firmities to which Cador was a 
Stranger. In the Midſt of their 
Midnight Entertainment, Cador 
all on a ſudden complain'd that 
he was taken with a moſt vio- 
lent pleuretic Fit, and was 


ready to ſwoon away. Our 
Lady being extremely con- 
cern'd, and over-officious, flew 


to her Cloſet of Cordials, and 


| brought down every Thing ſhe 


could think of that might be of 
Service on thisemergentOccaſion. 
She was extremely ſorry that 
the famous Hermes was gone 
from Babylon, and condeſcended 
to lay her warm Hand upon the 
Part affected, in which he felt 
ſuch an agonizing Pain. Pray 
e's laid ſhe, in a ſoft, languiſh- 


ng 


at 


[ 18 ] 
ing Tone, are you ſubject to 
this tormenting Malady ? Some- 
times, Madam, faid Cador, ſo 
ſtrong, that they bring me al- 
molt to Death's Doo 
is but one Thing can infallibly 


cure me; and that is, the Ap- 
plication of a dead Man's Noſe | 


to the part affected. An odd 
Remedy truly, faid Arora. Not 
ſtranger, Madam, faid he, than 


the Great * Arnon's infallible A- 


poplectic Necklaces. 

This Aſſurance of Succeſs, 
together with Cador's perſonal 
Merit, determin'd Axora in his 


931 There was at this Time in Be- | 
 bylon, a famous Doctor, nam'd 


Arnon, whe both cur'd ApopleQic 
Fits, and prevented them from at- 
fecting his Patients, as was fre- 
aunty advertiz'd in the Gazettes, 
by a little never-failing Purſe that 
he hung round their Necks. 
when 


r; and there 


Favour. Aſter all, faid the, 5 


© 


) ³ĩð¹ „ß 
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| when my Huſband ſhall be 


about to croſs the Bridge Tehr- 
mavar, from this World of Ve- 


| ſterday, to the other of To- 
morrow, will the Angel Aſrael, 


think you, make any Scruple 


about his Paſſage, ſhould his 
| Noſe prove ſomething ſhorter 


in the next Life than *twas in 


this? She would venture, how- 


ever, and taking up a ſharp 
Razor, repair'd to her Huf- 
band's Tomb ; water'd it firſt 
with her Tears and then in- 


tended to perform the innocent 


Operation, as he lay extended 
breathleſs, as ſhe thought, in 


1 his Coffin. Zadig mounted in 
a Moment; ſecur'd his Noſe 


with one Hand, and the Inci- 


3 fion-Knife with che other. Ma- 


dam, ſaid he, never ex · 
claim againſt the Widow Coffer. 


| | The Scheme for cutting my 


Noſe off was much cloſer ki 


ww 
I . 
wars 
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than hers of throwing the River 


into a new Channel. 
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„ CHAP. m. 
The Dos and the Hos, 


Z Adig found, by Experience, 
| that the firſt thirty Days of | 
Matrimony (as *tis written 1n 


the Book of Zend) is Honey- 
Moon; but the ſecond is all 
Wormwood. He was oblig'd, 
in ſhort, as Azora grew ſuch a 
Termagant, to fue out a Bill of 
Divorce, and to ſeek his Con- 
ſolation for the future, in the 
Study of Nature. Who is hap- 
pier, ſaid he, than the Philo- 
ſopher, wo peruſes with Un- 


derſtanding that ſpacious Book, 4 L 


which the ſupreme Being has 
laid open before his Eyes? The 
Truths he diſcovers there, a 
my | 0 


er 


| Ta 1 
of infinite Service to him. He 
thereby cultivates and improves 
his Mind. He lives in Peace 


and Tranquility all his Days; 
he is afraid of Nobody, and he 
has no tender, indulgent Wife to 


ſhorten his Noſe for him. | 
Wrapped up in theſe Con- 


templations, he retir'd to a 
little Country Houſe -on the 
Banks of the Euphrates ; there 


he never ſpent his Time in cal- 
culating how many Inches of 


Water run thro* the Arch of a 
Bridge in a ſecond of Time, or 


in enquiring it a Cube Line of 


Rain falls more in the Mouſe- 
Month, than in that of the 
Kam. He form'd no Projects 
for making Silk Gloves and 
Stockings out of Spiders Webbs, 
nor of China- Ware out of 

broken Glaſs - Bottles ; but he 


pry'd into the Nature and Pro- 
Perties of Animals and Plants, 
and 


[ 22 ] 
and ſoon, by his ſtrict and re- 
peated Enquiries, he was ca- 
able of diſcerning a Thouſand 
ariations in viſible Objects, 
| that others, leſs curious, imagin'd 
were all alike, 

One Day, as he was taking a | 
ſolitary Walk by the Side of a 
Thicket, he eſpyd one of the 
een's Eunuchs, with ſeveral 
of his Attendants, coming to- 
wards him, hunting about, in | 
. 
there, like Perſons almoſt in 
Deſpair, and ſeeking, with Im- 
patience, for ſomething loſt of 
the utmoſt Importance. Young | 
Man, faid the Queen's chief 
Eunuch, have not you ſeen, pray, 
her Majeſty” Dog? Zadig very 
cooly replied, you mean her 
Bitch, I prefume. You ſay very Þ 
right Sir, ſaid the Eunuch, *tis | 
a Spaniel-Bitch indeed. — And 
I IRIS: Bo 
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had Puppies too lately ; ns — 


little lame with her left Fore-f 


and has long Ears. By your 
exact Deſcription, Sir, you muſt 


doubtleſs have ſeen her, ſaid the 


Eunuch, almoſt out of Breath. 


But 1 have. not Sir, notwith- 
ſtanding, neither did I know, but 
by you, that the Queen ever 


had ſuch a favourite Bitch. _ 
Juſt at this critical Juncture, 


ſo various are the Turns of For- 


tune's Wheel! the beſt Palfrey 


in all the King's Stable had 
broke looſe from the Groom, 
and got upon the Plains of Ba: 
bylon. The Head Huntſman 


Vith all his inferior Officers, 
were in Purſuit after him, with 
as much Concern, as the Eu- 


nuch about the Bitch. The 
Head Huntſman addreſs'd him- 


ſelf to Zadig, and aſk'd him, 


whether. he hadn't ſeen the 


King's Palfrey run by him. No 


Horſe, 


ö + 
8 
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Horſe, ſaid Zadig, ever gallop'd | 
ſmoother ; he is about five Foot 
high, his Hoofs are very ſmall; 
his Tail is about three Foot fix 
Inches long ; the ſtuds of his Bit 
are of pure Gold, about 23 
Carats; and his Shoes are of | 
Silver, about Eleven penny 
Weight a- piece. What Courſe 
did he take, pray, Sir? Where- 
abouts is he, ſaid the Huntſ- | 
man? I never fat Eyes on him, 
reply'd Zadig, not I, neither 
did 1 ever hear before now, 
that his Majeſty had ſuch a Pal. 
y. 

The Head Huntſman, as well 
as the Head Eunuch, upon his 
anſwering their Interrogatories ſo i 
very exactly, not doubting in 
the leaſt, but that Zadig had clan- | 
deſtinely convey*d both the Bitch 
and the Horſe away, ſecur'd him, 

and carried him before the grand 
Deſterham, Who condemn'd 

1 him 


[25]. 
him to the Knout, and to- be 
;confin'd for Life in ſome. re- 
mote and lonely Part of Siberia. 
No ſooner had the Sentence been 

pronounc'd, but the Horſe and 
rom were both found. The 
Judges were in ſome N 

in this odd Affair, and 
= ght it abſolutely Wer, 
as the Man was innocent, to re- 
cal their Decree. However A 
they laid a Fine upon him of 
Four Hundred Ounces of Gold, 
for his falſe Declaration of kis 
. not having ſeen, what doubtleſs 
he did: And the Fine was or- 
der'd to be depoſited in Coutt 


accordingly » On the Payment 


whereof, he was permitted to 


bring his Cauſe on to a Hearing 
before the grand Deſterhatn. 


On the Day appointed for 


that Purpoſe he open'd the Cauſe 


himſelf, in Terms to this or the 
288 BREE. 5 3 
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CL 
Te bright Stats of J ſtice; ye 
ofound Abyſs of _ univerſal | 
ae ge, ye Mirrors of E- 
quity, Who have in you the So- 
lidity of Lead, che Hardneſs of 
Steel, the Luſtre of a Diamond, 
and the Reſemblance of "the 
vn Gold! Since ye have con- 
eſcended fo far, as to admit of 
my Addreſs to this Auguſt Af. 
ſembly, I here, in the moſt ſo- 
Temn Manner, "Avear to you by 
Oroſmades, that I never ſaw tlie 
Queen's illuſtrious Bitch, nor 
the ſacred Palfrey of the King of 
Kings. Tl be Wgenuoos, how- 
ever, and declare the Truth, 
and nothing but the Truth. As 
I was walking by the Thicket's 
Side, Where I met with her 
Majeſty's moſt venerable chief 
Eunuch, and the King's moſt 
Altuftricus chief Huntiman, I 
| mm Phe 6 upon the Sand the 
ootſteps of an Animal, and 1 
eaſily 


2 
eaſily infert'd chat it muſt be a 
little one. The ſeveral ſmall, 
tho! long Ridges of Land be- 
tween the Foetſteps-of the Crea- 
rure, gave me juft Grounds to 


imagine it was a Biteh "whoſe 
*Fears hung down; and for that 
Reaſon, I concluded ſhe had 
but lately-pupp'd. As Lobferv'd. 
Jikewiſe ſome other Traces, in 

ſome Degree different, which 
Feern'd to have graz d all the 
Way upon the Surface ef the 
Sand, on the Side of the fore- 
Feet, I knew well enough The 


moſt Rave kad long Es. An 


foraſmuch as I diſcernd, with 
ſome Degree ef Curiofity, that 
the Sand was every where leſs 

hollow'd by one Foot in parti- 
_ -cular, than by the other three, 
J conceivd that the Bitch of 
our môft auguſt Queen was 
ſomewhat lamiſh, 11 may: pre- 
ſume to ſay ſo. 


C2 As 
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As to the Palfrey of the 
King of Kings, give me leave 
to inform you, that as I was 
walking down the Lane by 
the Thicket-ſide, I took par- 
ticular Notice of the Prints 
made upon the Sand by a Horſe's 
Shoes; and found that their 
Diſtances were in exact Propor- 
tion ; from that Obſervation, I 
concluded the Palfrey gallop'd 
well. In the next Place, the Duſt 
of ſome Trees in a narrow Lane, 
which was but ſeven Foot broad, 
was here and there ſwept off, both 
on the Right and on the Left, 
about three Feet and ſix Inches 
from the Middle of the Road. 
For which Reaſon I pronounc'd 
the Tail of the Palfrey to be three 
Foot and a half long, with 
which he had whiſk'd off the 
Duſt, on both Sides as he ran 
along. Again, I perceiv'd un- 
der the Trees, which form'd a 
Kind 


29 ] 
Kind of Bower of five Feet 
high, ſome Leaves that had 
been lately fallen on the Ground, 
and I was ſenſible the Horſe 
muſt have ſhook them off; from 
whence I conjectur'd he was 
five Foot high. As to the Bits 
of his Bridle, I knew they muſt 
be of Gold, and of the Value 

I mention'd ; for he had rubb'd 
the Studs upon a certain Stone, 
which I knew to be a Touch- 
ſtone, by an Experiment that I 
had made of it. To conclude, 
by the Prints which his Shoes 
had left of ſome Flint-Stones of 
another Nature, I concluded 
his Shoes were Silver, and of 
eleven penny Weight 1 ineneſs, 
as I hire mention d. 

The whole Bench of Judges 
ſtood aftoniſh'd at the Pro- 
fundity of Zadig's nice Diſ- 
cernment. The News was ſoon 


C 3 car- 
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carried to the King and the 
en. Zadig was not only 
the whole Subject of the Court's 
Converſation; but his Name 
was mention'd with the utmoſt 
Veneration in the King's Cham» 
bers, and his Privy-Council, 
And notwithſtanding ſeveral of 
their Magi declar'd he ought to 
be burnt for a Sorcerer; yet the 
King thought proper, that the 
Fine he had depoſited in Court, 
ſhould be peremptorily reſtor d. 
2 Clerk * the Court, the 
Tipſtaffs, and other petty Offi- 
cers, waited on him in their 
Proper Habit, in order to re- 
fund the four Hundred Ounces 
of Gold, purfuant n 
expreſs Order; madeſtly 
ſerving only three 7g 
and ninety Ounces, part there- 
of, to defray the Fees of the 
Court. And the Domeſticks 
23 ſwarm'd 
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ſwarm'd BE. him likewiſe, 
in Hopes of. ſome ſmall Conſi- 


deration. 


Zadig, upon winding up 'of | 


the Bottom, was fully con- 
vinc'd, that it was very danger- 
ous to be over-wiſe; and was 


determin'd to ſet a Watch be- 
fore the Door of his Lips for the 


future. . 
An Opporty nity OE offer'd 
for the Trial. of Jas Reſolution, 


A, Priſoner of State had juſt - 


made his Eſcape, and pals'd 


under the Window of Zadig's 


Houſe. Zadig was, examin'd 
thereupon, but was abſolutely 
dumb. However, as it was 
oe prov'd upon him, that 
e did look out of the Win- 
dow at the fame Time, he 
was ſearenc'd, to pay five 


Hundred Ounces of Gold 


for that Miſdemeanor; and 


C 4 more- 


TRL .- 
moreover, was oblig'd to 
thank the Court for their Indul- 
gence; a Compliment which 
the Magiſtrates of Babylon ex- 
pect to be paid them. Good 
God! ſaid he, to himſelf, have 
J not ſubſtantial Reaſon to com- 
plain, that my impropitious Stars 
ſhould direct me to walk by 
a Wood's - Side, where the 
Queen's Bitch and the King's 
Paltrey ſhould happen to paſs 
by ? How dangerous is it to 

p one's Head out of one's 
Window? And, in a Word, 
how difficult is it for a Man 
to be happy on this Side the 
Grave! ? 
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- The ENVIOUuS Man. © 


S Zadig had met with ſuch 

a Serics of Misfortunes, 
he was determin'd to eaſe the 
Weight of them by the Study 
of Philoſophy, and the Conver- 
ſation of ſelect Friends. He 
was ſtill poſſeſs'd of a little 
pretty Box in the Out- parts of 
Babylon, which was furniſh'd in 
a good Taſte; where every 
Artiſt was welcome, and where- 
in he enjoy'd all the rational 
| Pleaſures that a virtuous Man 
could well wiſh for. In the 
Morning, his Library was al- 
ways open for the Uſe of the 
Learned; at Night his Table 
was fill'd with the moſt agree- 
able Companions; but he was 
"14:3 7 5 loon 1 
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ſoon ſenſible, by Experience , 
how dangerous it was to keep 
learned Men Company. A 
warm Diſpute- aroſe about a cer- 
tain Law of Zoroaſter; which 
prohibited the Eating of Griffins: 

But to what Purpoſe faid ſome 
of the Company, was that Pro- 


hibition, fince there is no ſuch 


Animal in Nature? Some again 
inſiſted that there muſt; for 
otherwiſe Zoroaſter could never 
have been ſo weak as to give 
his Pupils ſuch a Cautien. Za- 
dig, in order to compromize the 
Matter, ſaid; Gentlemen, If 
there are ſuch Creatures in Be- 
In, let us never touch them; 
and if there are not, we are well 
aſſur d we can't touch them; ſo 
in either Caſe we ſhall comply 
with the Commandment. 

A learned Man at the upper 
End of the Table, who. had 


5 1 thirteen Volumes, ex- 


patiating 
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patiating on every Property of 

the Griffin, took this Affair in 
a very ſeriqus Light, which 
would greatly haye embarraſs d 
Zadig, but for the Credit of a 
Magus, who was Brother to his 
Friend Cader. From that Day 
forward, Zadig ever diſtin- 
guiſn'd and wo St good, be- 
fore learned Company : He aſ- 
ſociated with the moſt conver- 
fible Men, and the moſt _ 
ble Ladies in all Babylon; 
made elegant Entertain * 1 
which were frequently preceded 
by a Concert of Muſick, and 
enliyen d by the moſt facetious 
Converſation, in which, as he 
had felt the Smart of it, he had. 
laid aſide all Thoughts of ſhew- 
ing his, Wit, which is not- only 
the ſureſt Proof that a Man has 
none, but the moſt infallible 
Means to all all good Com- 
ny 


'©6 ma 
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Neither the Choice of his 
Friends, nor that of his Diſhes, 
was the Reſult of Pride or O- 
ſtentation. He took Delight in 
appearing to be, what he actually 


was, and not in ſeeming to be 


what he was not; and by that 


Means, got a greater real Cha- 
racter than he actually aim'd at. 
Directly oppoſite to his Houſe 
liv'd Arimazes, one puff'd up 
with Pride, who not meeting 
with Succeſs in the World, 
ſought his Revenge in railing 
| againſt all Mankind. Rich as 
he was, it was almoſt = 
than he could accompliſh, to 
procure ev'n any Paraſites out 
him. Tho' the rattling of the Cha- 
riots which ſtopp'd at Zadig's 
Door was a perfect Nuiſance 
to him; yet the good Character 
which every Body gave him 
was ſtill a higher Provocation. 
He would ſometimes intrude 
FIR him- 
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himſelf upon Zadig, and ſet down 
at his Table without any Invita- 
tion; when there, he would moſt 
certainly interrupt the Mirth of 
the Company, as Harpies, they 
ſay, infect the very Carrion that 
they eat. 

Arimaxes took it in * Head 
one Day to invite a young Lady 
to an Entertainment; but ſhe, 
inſtead of accepting of his Offer, 
ſpent the Evening at Zadig's. 
Another Time, as Zadig and he. 
were chatting together at Court, 
a Miniſter of State came up to - 
them, and invited Zadig to Sup- 
per, but took no Notice of Ari- 

mazes, The moſt implacable 
Averſions have frequently no bet- 
ter Foundations. This Gentle- 
man, who was calPd the envious 
Man, would have taken away 
the Life of Zadig if he could 
becauſe moſt People diſtinguiſh*d | 
him, ”y the Title of the Happy 

Man, 


RB —_ 7 : 
Man. © An Opportunity of de- 


ing Miſchief, ſays Zoroaſter, of- 
he itſelf a hundred Times a 
Day; but that of doing a Friend 
a good Office but once a Lear.“ 
Arimazes went one Day to 
Zadig's Houſe, when he was 
walking in his Garden with two 
Friends, and a young Lady, to 
whom he faid Abundance of 
fine Things, with no other De- 
ſign but the innocent Pleaſure of 
laying them. Their Converſa- 
tion turn'd on a War that the 
King had happily put an End to, 
between him and his Vaſſal, the 
Prince of Mrcania. Zadig hav- 
ing ſignaliz'd himſelf in that 
 thort War, commended his 
Majeſty very highly, but 
was more laviſh of his Compli- 
ments on the Lady. He took 

out his Pocket Book, and wrote 
for extempore Verſes on that 
Occaſion, and gave them the 


Lady: 
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then preſent begg'd tq be oblig'd 
with a Sight of them, as well 
as the Lady. But either thro? 
Modeſty, or rather a ſelf- Con- 
ſciouſneſs that he hadn't happily: 
| fucceeded, he gave them a flat 
Denial. He was ſenſible, that 
a ſudden poetic Flight muſt 
prove inſipid to every one but 
the Perſon in whoſe Favour it 
is written, whereupon he ſnapt 
the Table in two whereon the 

Lines were wrote, and threw 
both Pieces into a Roſe-buſh,. 
where they were hunted for, but. 
to no Purpoſe. Soon after it 
happened to rain, and all the 
Company flew into. the Haule,, 
but #imazes. Notwithſtanding 
the Shower, he continued in the 
Garden, and never quitted it, 
till he had found one Moiety of 
the Tablet, which was unfortu- 
Nately broke in ſuch a. * 
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that even the half Lines were 


good Senſe, and good Metre, 


tho? very ſhort. But what was ſtill 
more remarkably unfortunate, 


they appear'd at firſt View, to be 
a ſevere Satyr upon the King: 
The Words were theſe: 


To flagrant "Ron 
His Crown he owes ; 

To peaceful Times 

"2 6 wor of Foes. 


This was | the firſt Moment that 
ever Arimazes was happy. He 
had it now in his Power to ruin 
the moſt virtuous and innocent 


of Men. Big with his execrable 
Joy, he flew to his Majeſty with 
this virulent Satyr of Zadig's un- 


der his own Hand. Not only 
Zadig, but his two Friends and 
the Lady were immediately cloſe 


confin'd. His Cauſe was ſoon 


over; for the Judges turn'd a 
deaf Ear to what be had to ſay. 
When 
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When Sentence of Condemna- 
tion was paſs d upon him, Ari- 
mazes, ſtill ſpiteful, was heard 
to ſay, as he went out of Court, 
with an Air of Contempt, that 
Zadig's Lines were Treaſon in- 
deed, but nothing more. Tho? 
Zadig didn't value himſelf on 
OM of his Genius. for Poe- 
; yet he was almoſt diſtracted 
ſe find himſelf condemn'd for 
the worſt of Traitors, and his 
two Friends and the Lady lock'd 
up in a Dungeon for a Crime, 
of which he was no ways guil- 
He wasn't permitted to 
RT, one Word for himſelf. His 
Pocket-Book was ſufficient Evi- 
dence: againſt him. So ſtrict 
were the Laws of Babylon | He 
was Carried to the Place of Exe- 
cution, through a Croud of Spec- 
tators, who durſtn't condole with 
him, and who flock'd about 
is to obſerve whether his 
Coun- 
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Countenance chang d, or whe- = 


ther. he died with à good Grace. 
His Relations were the only real 
Mourners; fer there was no 
Eſtate in Reverſion for. them 5 
three Parts of his Effects were 
confiſcated - for the King's Uſe, 
and the fourth was devoted, as 
2 Reward, to the Uſe of the In- 
former. 


Juff at the Time chat be way 


preparing. himſelf for Death, the 
King's Parrot flew- from her Bal. 


cony, into Zadigs Garden, and 


alighted on a Roſe-buſh. A 


Peach, that had been blown | 


down, and drove by the Wind 
ftom an adjacent Tree, juſt un- 
diex the Buſh, Was glew'd, as it 
were, to the other Moiety of the 
Tablet. Away flew the Paxres 
with her Boety, and return'd to 
the King's I The. Monarch, 
being ſomewhat curious, read 
the 1 on the broken Ta- 


blet, 
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blet, which had no. e 
them as he could perceive, 5 
ſeem'd to be the broken Parts 

a Tetraſtick. He was a great Ad- 
mirer of Poetry; and the odd 
Adventure of his Parrot, put 
him upon Reflection. The 
Queen who recollected. full well 
the Lines that were wrote on the 
Fragment of Zadig's Tablet, or- 
der d that Part of it to be pro- 
duc'd: Both the broken Pieces 
being put together, they anſwered 
exactly the Indentures; and then 
the Verſes which Zadig had 


vritten, in a FUE of ns alty. 


ran thus, 


Brant; are prone to fagrant Crimes ; : 
To Clemency his Crown he owes ; © 


To Concord and to peaceful Times, 
Love nds is the 0 Foes. 


U pon this the King order'd 


Zadig to be inſtantly brought 
. him; and his two F _ 
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and the Lady to be that Moment 
diſcharg'd. Zadig, as he ſtood 
before the King and Queen, 
fix'd his Eyes upon the Ground, 
and begg*d their Majeſty's Par- 
don for his little worthleſs, poe- 
tical Attempt. He ſpoke, how- 
ever, with ſuch a becoming 


Grace, and with ſo much Mo- 


deſty and good Senſe, that the 
King and the Queen, ordered 
him to be brought before them 
once again. He was brought 
accordingly, and he pleas'd them 
ſtill more and more. In ſhort, 
they gave him all the immenſe 
Eſtate of Arimazes, who had ſo 
__ unjuſtly accus'd him; but Zadig 
generouſly return'd the wicked 


Informer the Whole to a Far- 


thing. The envious Man, how- 
ever, was no ways affected, but 


with the Reſtoration of his Ef- 


fects. Zadig every Day grew 


more and more in Favour at 
Court. 
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Court. He was made a Pa 


in all the King's Pleaſures, arid 


nothing was done in the Privy- 
Council without him. The 


Queen, from that very Hour, 
ſhew'd him ſo much Reſpect, and 


ſpoke to him in ſuch. ſoft, and 
endearing Terms, that in Proceſs 
of Time, it prov'd of fatal Con- 


ſequence to herſelf, her Royal 
Conſort, to Zadig, and the 
whole Kingdom. Zadig now 


began to think it was not ſo dif- 


ficult a Thing to be. 1 as 
at firſt he m e 
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AE Time now drew near 
* the Celebration of a 
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grand etival, which was ke 
but once in Bye Fears. ** 
a conſtant Cuſtom in Babylon at 
the Expfration of the Term a- 
bove⸗mention'd, to diſtin 

that Citizen Froth- all-the Reſt, 
in the moſt folemn Manner, 
who had done the moſt gene- 
rous. "Sin wy and de: Grandees 
And at as Judges. 
The roy mern them of 
every praiſe-worthy Deed that 
occurr'd within his Diſtrict. All 
were put to the Vote, and the 
King himſelf pronounc'd the 


Definitive Sentence. People of 


all Ranks and Degrees . came 
from the remoteſt Part of the 
Kingdom to be preſent at this 
Solemnity. The Victor, whoever 
he was, receiv'd from the King's 
aon Hand a golden Cup, en- 
rich'd with precious Stones, and 
upon the Delivery, the King 
made uſe of the following Salu- 
tation. 
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cation. Receive this Reward of 
your Generefity, and may: the Golds 
grant me 7 FG of ſuch valua- 
e Subjetts 

Upon chis 'tnemorable Day, 
the King appear d in all the 
imaginable on his Phrone 
of State, ſurrounded by his Gran- 


dees, the Magi, und the-Depu- S 


ties, from all the 
Nations, of every Province that 
attended theſe public 


*Race -' Horſe, or by bodily 
Strength, but {on intrinſic Me- 
'rit. The principal Satrap pro- 
claim'd, with an audible Voice, 
ſuch Actions as would entitle the 


Victor to the ineſtimable Prize 3 
but never mention'd one Word 


of Zadig's Greatneſs of Soul, in 
returning his invidious Neigh- 
'bour all his Eſtate, notwith- 
ſtanding he would have taken a- 
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6 Sports, 
where Hondur was to beacquir'd, 
not By e of the belt 
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146] | 
way his Life: That was but a 
Trifle, and not worth ſpeaking 
of; 
The firſt that was ſet up for the 
Prize, was a Judge, that had 
occaſion'd a Citizen to loſe a ve- 
ry conſiderable Cauſe, through 
ſome Miſtake, for which he was 
no ways reſponſible, and made 
him Reſtitution out of his 4 
vate Purſe. | | 
The next Candidate was a 
Youth, that tho' violently in 
Love with one that he ne 
ſhortly to'make his Spouſe, yet 
reſign d her to his Friend, who 
was juſt expiring at her Feet; 
and moreover, gave her a Por- 
tion at the ſame [Time. 
After this appear'd a Soldier, 
who, in the Hyrcanian War, had 
done a much more glorious 
Action than the Lover. A Gang 
of Hyrcanians having taken 
his Miſtreſs from him, he fought 
them 
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| them bravely, and reſcued het 


out of their Hands: Soon after, 


he was inform d, that another 


Band of the ſame Party had hur- 
ried away his Mother to a Place 
not far diſtant; he left his Miſh 
treſs, all drown'd in Tears, and 
ran to his Mother's Aſſiſtance: 


After that Skirmiſh was over, 


he returned to his Sweet-heartz 
and found her - juſt expiring, 


He would fain have plung'd a 
Dagger into his Heart that Mo- 


——5 but his Mother remon- 
ſtrated to him, that, ſhould he 


die, ſhe ſhould be entirely help- 
leſs, and upon that Account 
only he had Courage to live 2 


little 


longer. 
The Judges ſeem'd very much 
inclin'd to give their Votes for the 


Soldier; but the King prevented 
them, by ſaying, that the Sol- 
dier's AMion was praiſe-worthy 
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50 
reſt, but none of them give me 
any Surprize. What Zadig did 
Yeſterday perfectly ſtruck me 
with Aſtoniſnment. I'll men- 
tion another Inſtance. I had 
ſome few Days ago, as a Teſti- 
mony of my Reſentment, 
baniſh'd my Prime-Miniſter, 
and Favourite Coreb from the 
Court. I complain'd of his Con- 
duct in the warmeſt Terms; 
and all my Sycophants about 
me, told me that I was too mer- 
_ ciful; and loaded him with the 
ſharpeſt Invectives. I aſk'd Za- 
dig what his Opinion was of 
Coreb ; and he dar'd to give him 
the beſt of Characters. I muſt 
_ confeſs, I have read in our pub- 
lick Records, indeed, of Inſtances 
where Reſtitution have been ge- 
nerally made, for Injuries com- 
mitted by Miſtake ; where a 
Miſtreſs has been reſign'd; and 
where a Mother has been pre- 
4 9 ferr*d 
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ferr'd to a Miſtreſs ; but I never 


read of a Courtier, that would 


ſpeak to the Advantage of a Mi- 
niſter in Diſgrace, and againſt 
whom the Sovereign was highly 
incens'd. I'll give 20, ooo Pieces 


of Gold to every Candidate that 


has been this Day proclaim'd, 


but Pll give the Cup to no one 
but Zadig. 


Sire, Tia Zadig, tis tis your 
Maj eſty alone, that deſerves the- 


Cup; 'tis you alone who have 
done an Action of Generolitys: 
never heard of before ; - ſince: 
you, who are King of Kings, 
wasn't exaſperated againſt your. 
Slave, when he contradicted you 
in the Heat of your Paſſion. 
Every Body gaz'd with Eyes of 


Admiration on the King and 


Zadig. The Judge, who had 
generouſly made Reſtitution for 
his Error; the Lover, who had 


married his Miſtreſs to his Friend; 
D 2 the 
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the Soldier, who had prefert'd the 


Wellare of his Mother to that of 


his Miftreſs.; receiv*d the pro- 
misd Donation from the Mo- 
narch, and ſaw their Names re- 
giſter'd in the Book of Fame: 
But Zadig had the Cup. The 
King got the univerſal Character 
of a good Prince, which he did 
not long preſerve. This joyful 
Day was ſolemniz'd with Feſti- 
| vals beyond the Time by Law 

eftabliſh'd. Tragedies were ated 
there that drew Tears from the 
Spectators z and Comedies that 
made them laugh ; Entertain- 
ments, that the Babylonians were 
perfect Strangers to: The Com- 
memoration of it is ſtill pre- 
ſerv'd in Aa. Now, ſaid Za- 
wk I am jy - dp but he 
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The JopomanTs. | 


OUNG as Zadig was, he 
was conſtituted chief Judge 
of all the Tribunals — 
the Empire. He fill'd the Place, 
like one, whom the Gods had 
endow'd 1with the ſtricteſt Juſtice, 
was to him, the Nations round 
about were indebted for that ge- 
nerous Maxim; that tis much 
more Prudence to acguit two Per- 
ſens, tho* actually guilty, than to 
paſs Sentence of Condemnation on 
one that is virtuous and iunocent. 
It was his firm Opinion, that 
the Laws were intended to be a 
Praiſe to thoſe who did well, as 
much as to be a Terror to Evil- 

| D3 doers. 
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doers. It was his peculiar Ta- 
lent to render Truth as obvious 
as poſſible : Whereas moſt Men 
ſtudy to render it intricate and 
obſcure. On the very firſt Day 
of his Entrance into his High 
Office, he exerted this peculiar 
Talent. A rich Merchant, and 
a Native of Babylon, died in the 
Indies. He had made his Will, 
and appointed his two Sons Joint- 
Heirs of his Eſtate, as ſoon as 
they had ſettled their Siſter, and 
married her with their mutual 
Approbation. Moreover, he 
left a ſpecific Legacy of 30, ooo 
Pieces of Gold to that Son, who 
ſhould, after his Deceaſe, be 
prov'd to love him beſt. The 
Eldeſt erected to his Memory a 
very coſtly Monument: 1 he 
Youngeſt appropriated a conſi- 
derable Part of his Bequeſt to 
the Augmentation of his Siſter's 
Fortune: Every one, without 

; Heſi- 


= 
Heſitation, gave the Preference 
to the Elder, allowing theYoung- 


er to have the greateſt Affection 


for his Siſter. The Legacy 
therefore was doubtleſs due to 
the Eldeſt. 
Their Cauſe came before Za- 
dig, and he examin'd them a- 
art. To the former, ſaid Za- 
dig, Your Father, Sir, is not 
dead, as 1s reported, but being 
happily recover'd, is on his Re- 
turn to Babylon. God be praiſed, 
{aid the young Man! but I hope 
the Expence I have been at in 
raiſing this ſuperb Monument 
will be conſider'd. After this, 
Zadig repeated the ſame Story 
to the Younger.. God be praiſed, 
ſaid he! I will immediately re- 
ſtore all that he has left me; but 
I hope my Father will not re- 
cal the little Preſent I have made 
my Siſter. You have nothing 
to NO Sir; you ſhall have 
WU 4 the 
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che Legacy of the thirty thou- 
fand Pieces; for *tis you that 


have the greateſt Veneration for 
your deceaſed Father. 

A young Lady that was very 
rich, had entred into a Marriage- 
Contract with two Magis; and 
having receiv*d Inſtructions from 
both Parties for ſome Months, 
ſhe prov'd with Child. They 
were both ready and willing to 
matry her. But, faid ſne, he 
ſhall be my Huſband, that has 
put me into a Capacity of ſerving 
my Country, by adding one 
to it. *Tis I, Madam, that have 
anſwered that valuable End, 
faid one ; but the other infift 
was his Operation. Well! faid 

ſince this is a Moot-point, 
PH acknowledge him for the 
Father of the Child, that will 


give him the moſt liberal Edu- 


cation. In a ſhort Time after, 
my Lady was brought to Bed of 
2 1 a 


„ | 

a hopeful Boy. Each of them 
inſiſted on being Tutor; and the 
Cauſe was brought before Zadig. 
The two Magi were order'd to 

in Court, Pray Sir, {aid 
Zadg to the firſt, what Method 
of Inſtruction do you propoſe to 
purſue for the Improvement of 
your young Pupil? He ſhall 
ed Pedagogue, in the Eight 
Parts of Speech; then Pl teach 
him Logic, Aſtrology, Magick, 
the wide Difference between the 
Terms Subſtance and Accident, 
Abſtratt and Concrete, Se. Sc. 
As for my Part, Sir, I ſhalltake 
another Courſe, ſaid the ſecond; 
Fll.do my utmoſt to make him 
an honeſt Man, and acceptable 
to his Friends. Upon this, 
Ladig ſaid; you, Sir, ſhall mar- 
ry the Mether, let who will be 
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There came daily Complaints 
to Court againſt the Himadoulet 
of Media, whoſe Name was Trax. 
He was a Perſon of Quality, who 
was poſſeſs d of a very conſide- 
rable Eſtate, notwithſtanding he 
had ſquander'd away a great Part 
of it, by indulging himſelf in all 
Manner of expenſive Pleaſures. 
It was but ſeldom that an Infe- 
rior was ſufferꝰd to ſpeak to him; 


but not a Soul durſt contrad i 5 


him: No Peacock was more 
gay; no Turtle more amorous; 


and no Tortoiſe more indolent 
and inactive. He made falſe 


Glory and falſe Pleaſures his ſole 


Purſuit. 
 Zadig, undertaking to cure 


him, ſent him forthwith, as by 


expreſs Order from the King, a 
Muſick - Maſter with 98 
Voices, and 24 Violins, as his At- 
tendants; a Head Steward, with ſix 
Men Cooks, and 4 Chamber- 
lains, 
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| lains, who were never to be out 


of his Sight. The King iſſued 


out his Writ for the punctual . 
Obſervance of his Royal Will; 


and thus the Affair proceeded. 
The firſt Morning, as ſoon as 


the voluptuous Trax had open'd 
his Eyes, his Muſick-Maſter, 


with the Voices and Violins, 


entred his Apartment. They 


ſang a Cantata, that laſted two 
Hours and three Minutes. E- 
very three Minutes the Chorus, 


or Burthen of the Song, was to 


this Effect. 


Tien't in Words to ſoak your . 
What mighty Honours are your Due 


To worth like yours we Altars raiſe, 


No Monarch's happier, Sir, than 


ue 


After the Cantata was over, 
the Chamberlain addreſs'd him 
in a formal Harangue for three 
Quarters of an Hour without 
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ceaſing ; wherein he took Occa- 
ſion to extol every Virtue to 
which he was a perfect Stranger; 
when the Oration was over, he 
was conducted to Dinner, where 
the Muſicians were all in wait- 
ing, and play'd, as ſoon as he 
was ſeated at his Table. Din- 
ner laſted three Hours before he 
condeſcended to ſpeak a Word. 
When he did; you fay Right, 
Sir, faid the chief Chamber- 
lain; fcarce had he utter'd 
four Words more, but Right, 
Sir, ſaid the ſecond. The o- 
ther two Chamberlain's Time 
was taken up in laughing with 
Admiration at Frax's ſmart Re- 
partees, or at leaft ſuch as he 
ought to have made. After the 
Cloth was taken away, the adu- 
lating Chorus was repeated. 
This firſt Day Fax was all in 
Raptures; he imagin'd, that this. 
Honour done him by the * 
3 8 1 


Us] 
of Kings, was the ſole Reſult of 
his exalted Merit. The ſecond 
wasn't altogether ſo agreeable; 
The third proved fomewhat 
troubleſome ; the fourth inſup- 
portable; the fifth was torment- 
ing; and at laſt, he was per- 
fectly outrageous at the conti- 
nual Peal in his Ears of No Mo- 
narch's happier Sir, than you, 
You fay right, Se. and at be- 
ing daily harangu'd at the fame 
Hour. Whereupon he wrote to 
Court, and be 


jeſty to recal his Chamberlain, 
his Mufick-Maſter, and all his 
his Cooks, and promis'd, in the 
moſt ſubmiſſive Manner, to be 
leſs vain, and more induſtrious 
for the future. Tho? he didn't 
require fo, much Adulations, nor 
ſuch grand Entertainments, he 
was much more happy; for, as 
Sadder has it, One continued 
[F--.2. Scene 


gg'd of his Ma- 
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Scene of Pleaſure, is no Pleaſure 
at all. 

Zadig every Day gave incon- 
teſtable Proots of his wondrous 
Penetration, and the Goodneſs 
of his Heart; he was ador'd by 
the People, and was the Darling 
of the King. The little Diffi- 
culties that he met with in the 
firſt Stage of his Life, ſerv'd 
only to augment his preſent Fe- 
licity. Every Night, however, 
he had ſome unlucky Dream or 
another, that gave him ſome 
Diſturbance. One while, he 
imagin'd himſelf extended on a 
Bed of wither'd Plants, amongſt 
which there were ſome that were 
ſharp pointed, and made him 
very reſtleſs and uneaſy ; ano- 
ther Time, he fancied himſelf 
repos'd on a Bed of Roſes, out 
< which ruſh'd a Serpent, that 
ſtung him to the Heart with 
his envenom'd Tongue. 3 


[ 63] 
| ſaicd he, waking, I was one 
while upon a Bed of hard and 
nauſeous Plants, and juſt this 
Moment repos'd on a Bed of 
Roſes. But then the Serpent.— 
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The Force of JEALOUSY. 


HE Misfortunes that at- 
| tended Zadig proceeded, in 
a great Meaſure, from his Pre- 
" ferment; but more from his 
' intrinſic Merit. Every Day he 
had familiar Converſe with the 
King, his Royal Maſter, and his 
auguſt Conſort, Aſtarte. And 
the Pleaſure ariſing from thence 
was greatly enhanc'd from an in- 
nateAmbition of pleaſing, which, 
in regard to Wit, is the ſame, as 
_ Dreſs is to Beauty. His Youth, 
and graceful W had a 
greater 


[64] 

greater Influence on Afarte, than 
ſhe was at firſt aware of. Tho? 
her Aﬀection for him daily en- 
creas d; yet ſhe was perfectly 
innocent. Aſtarte would ſay, 
without the leaſt Reſerve or Ap- 
prehenfion of Fear, that ſhe was 
extreamly pleas'd with the 
Company of one, who was, not 
only a Favourite of her Huſ- 
band, but the Darling of the 
whole Empire. She was con- 
tinually ſpeaking in his Com- 
mendation before the King : 
He was the Subject of her whole 
Diſcourſe amongſt her Ladies of 
Honour, who were as lavidh 
of their Praiſes as herſelf. Such 
repeated Diſcourſes, however 

innocent, made a deeper Im- 
preſſion. on her Heart, than ſhe 
at that Time apprehended. She 
would every now and then fend 
Zadig ſome little Preſent or 
another; which he . 
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the Refult of a greater Value 
ſaid no more of him, as ſhe 


thought, than a Queen might 
innocently do, who was perfectly 


aſſur'ꝰd of his Attachment to her 
Hufband ; ſometimes, indeed, 
Me wouds expreſs ter Gf wick 
an Air of Tendernef and Af- 


Ffection. 


Aſarte was much handſomer 


than either his Miſtreſs Semira, 


who had ſuch a natural Anti- 


pathy to a one-ey*d Lord, or 


Azora, his late loving Spoule, 
that would innocently have cut: 
his Noſe off. The Freedoms 


which Aftarte took, her tender 


Expreſſions, at which ſhe began 


to bluſh, the Glances of her 


Eye, which ſhe would turn 
away, if perceiv'd, and which 
ſhe fix d upon his, kindled in 
the Heart of Zadig a Fire, 
which 3 him with Amaze- 


ment. 


[ 66 ] 
ment. He did all he could to 
{mother it; he calPd up all the 
Philoſophy he was Maſter of to 
his Aid ; but all in vain, for no 
| Conſolation aroſe from thoſe Re- 
flections. 

Duty, Gratitude, * an in- 
jur'd Monarch, preſented them- 
ſelves before his Eyes, as aveng- 
ing Deities: He bravely ſtrug- 
gled; he triumph'd indeed ; 
but this Conqueſt over his Paſ- 
ſions, which he was oblig'd to 
check every Moment, coſt him 
many a deep Sigh and Tear. 
He durſt not talk with the 
Queen any more, with that Free- 
dom which was too engaging 
on both Sides; his Eyes were 
obnubilated ; his Diſcourſe was 
forc'd and unconnected z; he 
turn'd his Eyes another Way; 
and when, againſt his latins: | 
tion, they met with thoſe of the 
Queen, he. tound, that tho? 
drown'd 


x HY 

drown'd in Tears, they darted 
Flames of Fire: They ſeem'd 
in Silence to intimate, that they 
were afraid of being in love 
with each other; and that both 
burn'd with a F ire which both 
condemn'd. 

Zadig flew from her Preſence, 
like one beſide himſelf, and in 
Deſpair ; his Heart was over- 
charg'd with a Burthen, too 
great for him to bear: In the 
Heat of his Conflicts, he diſ- 


| clos'd the Secrets of his Heart 


to his truſty Friend Cador, as 
one, who, having long groan'd 
under the Weight of an inex- 
preſſible Anguiſh of Mind, at 
once makes known the Cauſe 
of his Torments by the Groans, 
as it were, extorted from him, 
and by the Drops of a cold 
Sweat, that trickled down his 
Cheeks. 1 

ik | Cador, 


NA. 
Cador ſaid to him; *tis now 
ome confiderable Time fince, 
1 have diſcover'd that ſe- 
cret Paſſion which you have 
foſter'd in your Boſom, and yet 
endeavour'd to conceal even 
from your ſelf. The Paſſions 
ſtrong Impreſſions, that they 
cannot be conceal'd. Tell me 
angenuouſly Zadig; and be your 
own Accuſer, whether or no, 
ſince I have made this Diſco- 
very, the King has not ſhewn 
fome viſible Marks of his Re. 
ſentment. He has no other 
Foible, but that of being the 
moſt jealous Mortal breathing. 
You take more Pains to check. 
the Violence of your Paſſion, 
than the Queen herſelf does; 
becauſe you are a Philoſopher; 
becauſe, in ſhort, you are Zadig; 
Marie i is but a weak Woman 1 
an 
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and tho? her Eyes ſpeak too viſi- 
bly, and with too much Impru- 
dence; yet ſhe does not think her 
ſelf blame-worthy. Being con- 
ſeious of her Innocence, to her 


own Misfortune, as well as 


yours, ſhe is too unguarded. I 
tremble for her; becauſe I am 
ſenſible her Conſeience acquits 
her. Were you both agreed, 
you might conceal your Regard 
for each other from all the 


World: A riſing Paſſion, that 


is ſmother'd, - breaks out into a 
Flame; Love, when once gra- 
tified, knows how to conceal it- 
ſelf with Art. Zadig ſhudder' d 
at the Propoſition of ungrate- 
fully violating the Bed of his 
Royal Benefactor; and never 
was there a more loyal Subje& 
to a Prince, tho? guilty of an 
voluntary Crime. The Queen, 


__ 


over repeated the Name of 


; , 
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Zadig ſo often, and her Cheeks. 
glow'd with ſuch a red, when 
ever ſhe utter'd it; ſhe was one 
while ſo tranſported, and at 
another, ſo dejected, when the 
Diſcourſe turn'd upon him in 
the King's Preſence; ſne was 
in ſuch a Reverie, ſo confus'd. 
and ſtupid, when he went out 
of the Preſence, that her De- 
portment - made the King ex- 
tremely unealy. He was con- 
vinc'd of every Thing he ſaw, 
and form'd in his Mind an Idea 
of a thouſand Things he did not 
ſee. He obſerv'd, particularly, 
that Aſtarte's Sandals were blue; 
ſo Zadig's were blue likewiſe; 
that as the Queen wore yellow 
Ribbands, Zadig's Turbet was 
of the ſame Colour: Theſe 
were ſhocking Circumſtances for 
a Monarch of his Caſt of Mind 
to reflect on! To a Mind, in 
| | Hort, 


(71] 
ſhort, ſo diſtemper'd as his 
was, Suſpicions were converted 
into real Facts. 

All Court Slaves, and Syco- 
phants, are ſo many Spies on 
Kings and Queens: They ſoon 
diſcover'd that Aſtarte was fond, 
and Moabdar jealous. Arimaxius, 
his envious Foe, who was as 
incorrigible as ever; for Flints 
will never ſoften; and Creatures, 
that are by Nature venemous, 
forever retain their Poiſon. Ari- 
mazius, I ſay, wrote an anony-. 
mous Letter to Moabdar, the 
infamous Recourſe of ſordid 
Spirits, who are the Objects of 
univerſal Contempt; but in this 
Caſe, an Affair of the laſt Im- 
portance; becauſe this Letter 
tallied with the baneful Sug- 
geſtions that Monarch had con- 
ceiv'd. In ſhort, his Thoughts 
were now wholly bent upon 
Revenge. He determin'd to 

x poiſon 
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poiſon Ataris on a certain 
Night, and to have Zadig 
ſtrangled by Break of Day. Or- 
ders for that Purpoſe were ex- 
preſsly given to a mercileſs, 
Executioner of his Vengeance. 
At that critical Conjuncture, 
there happen'd to be a Dwarf, 
who / was dumb, but not deaf, 
in the King's Apartment. No- 
body regarded him: He was 
an Eye and Ear-witneſs of all 
that paſs d, and yet no more ſuſ- 
pected than any irrational Do- 
meſtic Animal. This little 
Dwarf had conceiv'd a peculiar 
Regard for Aftarte and Zadig: 
He heard, with equal Horror 
and Surprize, the King's Or- 
ders to deſtroy them both. 
But how to prevent thoſe Or- 
ders from being put into Exe- 
cution, as the Time was ſo 
ſhort, was all his Concern. He 

. could 
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could not write, tis * true, bus 
he had 1 luckily learnt to draw, 


Piece of Par per, the imminent 
Danger <a thus attended tlie 

een. In one Corner, he re , 
preſented the King highly in« 1 
ens d, and giving his. cruel 
Eunuch the fatal Orders; in 
another, a Bow] I and a Cord: 
upon a Table; in the, Center; 
was the Qucen, expiring in 
the Arms of her Maids of Ho- 
nour, with Zadig ſtrangled, 


the Horizon was the riſi ing Sun 
to denote, that this execrable 
Scene was to be | __ DIE 


his Deſign niſh d, 
with it to one 


male F avourites,. 
ing, callꝰd her 
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her to underſtand, that ſhe muſt 
carry the Draught to A arte that 
8 Moment. 

In the mean Time, the 
Queer” S Attendants, tho' it was 
Dead of Night, .knock'd at the 


Door of Zadig's Apartment, 


wak'd him, and deliver'd into 
his Hands a Billet from the 


Queen. At firſt he could not 


well tell whether he was only 
in a Dream or not, but ſoon 


read the Letter, : with a trem- 


bling Hand, and a heavy 
Heart: Words can't expreſs his 
Surpriſe, and the Agonies of 
Deſpair which he was in upon 
his peruſal of the Contents. 
Fly, ſaid ſhe, Dear Zadig, 
this very Moment; for your 


Life's in the utmoſt Danger: Fly, 


Dear Zadig, I conjure you, in the 
Name of that Farah Paſhon, with 
which I have long ſtruggled, and 
which I now venture to diſcover, 

1 . as 


E 
as I am to make Atonement for 
it, in a few Moments, | by the 
conſcious to myſelf of my In. 


nocence, I find am to feel the 


Weight of my Huſband's Re- 
ſentment, and die the Death of a 
Zadig was ſcarce able to 
ſpeak. He order'd his Friend 

-ador to be inftantly calPd, and 


gave him the Letter the Mo- 
ment he came, without open- 


him to regard the Contents, 


and to make the beſt of his 


Way to Memphis. If you pre- 


ſume, ſaid he, to haye an In- 
terview with her Majefty firſt, 


you inevitably haſten her Exe- 

cution; or if you wait upon the 

King, the fatal "Conſequence | 
will be the ſame: Pl prevent 

her unhappy Fate, if poſſible; 


you follow but your own:*Pll 
Ry 2 
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give. it out, that you. are gone 
to the Indies: Pl wait on you 
as ſoon as the Hurricane is 
blown over, and T'll let you 
know all that occurs material in 

Babylon. 
Cador, that Inſtant, r 1 
two of the fleeteſt Dromeda- 
Ties that could be got, to be in 
readineſs at a private Back-Door 
belonging to the Court; he 
help'd. Zadig to mount his 
Beaſt, tho* ready to drop into 
the Earth. He had but one 
hace Servant to attend him, 
and Cador, overwhelm'd with 
Grief, ſoon loſt .Sight of his 
dearly beloved Friend. _ + 
This illuſtrious Fugitive ; Hong 
reach'd the Summit of a little 
Hill, that afforded him a fair 
Proſpect of the whole City of 
Babylon : But turning his Eyes 
back towards the Queen's Pa- 
Races » he fainted away; and 
| when 


1 


when he had recover'd his 
Senſes, he drown'd his Eyes in 
a Flood of Tears, and with Im- 
patience wiſh'd for Death. To 
conclude, after he had reflected, 


with Horror, .on the deplorable - 


Fate of the moſt amiable Crea- 
ture in the Univerſe, and of the 
moſt meritorious Queen that 
ever lived; he for a Moment 
_ commanded his Paſſion, and 
with a Sigh, made the follow- 
ing Exclamations : What is this 
mortal Life! O Virtue, Virtue, 
of what Service haſt thou been 
to me! Two young Ladies, a 
Miſtreſs, and a Wife, have 
prov'd falſe to me; a third, 
who is perfectly innocent, and 
ten thouſand Times handſomer 
than either of them, has ſuffer'd 
Death, *tis probable, before 
this, on my Account! All the 
Acts of Benevolence which I 
have ſhewn, have been the 
E'3 | - ſ 
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and I have been only rais'd to 
the higheft Spoke of Fortune's 
Wheel, for no other Purpoſe 
than to be tumbled down with 
the greater Force, Had I been 
as abandon'd as ſome Miſcreants 
are, I had like them been 
happy. His Head thus over- 
whelm'd with theſe melancholy 
Reflections, his Eyes thus ſunk 
in his Head, and his meagre 
Cheeks all pale and languid ; 

and, in a Word, his very Soul 
thus plung'd in the Abyſs of deep 


Deſpair, he purſu'd his * 


ne EO pl. 


CH AP. 


Foundation of my Sorrows , "off 


C HA P. VIII. 
Tpbe Thraft'd Wirz. 
274216. ſteer d his Courſe 
the Stars that ſhone over 
| his Fe ora The Conſtellation of 

Orion, and the radiant Dog- 
ſtar directed him towards the 
Pole of Canope. He reflected 
with Admiration on thoſe im- 
menſe Globes of Light, which 

pear d to the naked Eye no 
more than little twinkling Lights; 
| whereas the Kandi — 
_ verſing, which, in Reality, is no 
more than an imperceptible Point 
in Nature,ſeem'd,according to the 
ſelfiſh Idea we generally entertain 
eats very immenſe, and 
very magnificent. He then re- 
flected on the whole Race of 

| cm and look'd. upon 

T4 them, 
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them, as they are in Fact, a 
Parcel of Inſects, or Reptiles, 
devouring one another on a ſmall 
Atom- of Clay. This juſt Idea 
of them greatly alleviated his 
Misfortunes, recollecting the 
Nothingneſs, if we may be al- 
low'd the Expreſſion, of his on 
Being, and even of Babylon it- 
ſelf. His capacious Soul now 
ſoar'd into Infinity, and he con- 
templated, with the ſame Free- 
dom, as if ſhe was diſencum- 
ber'd from her earthly Partner, 
on the immutable Order of the 
Univerſe. But as ſoon as ſhe 
cower'd her Wings, and reſum- 
ed her native Seat, he began to 
conſider that Aſtarte might poſ- 
fibly have loſt her Life for his Sake; 
upon which, his Thoughts of the 
Univerſe vaniſh'd all at once, 
and no other Objects appear*d 
before his diſtemper'd Eyes, but 
his Aſtarte giving up the * 
| an 
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and himſelf overwhelm'd with a 
Sea of Troubles: As he gave him- 
ſelf up to this Flux and Reflux 
of ſublime Philoſophy and Anx- 
iety of Mind, he was inſenſibly 
arriv'd on the Frontiers of E- 
Oyt: And his truſty Attendant 
had, unknown to him, ſtept 
into the firſt Village, and ſought, 
out for a proper Apartment for his 
Maſter and himſelf. Zadig in the 
mean Time made the beſt of 
his Way to the adjacent Gar- 
dens ; where he ſaw, not far di- 
| ſtant from the High-way, a 
young Lady, all drown'd in 

Tears, calling upon Heaven and 
Earth for Succour in her Diſtreſs, 
and a Man, fir'd with Rage and 
Reſentment, in purſuit after her. 
He had now juſt overtaken her, 
and ſhe fell proſtrate at his Feet 
imploring his Forgiveneſs. He 
loaded her with a thouſand Re- 


proaches ; ; nor did he ſpare to 
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chaſtiſe her in the moſt outra- 
geous Manner. By the Egyp- 
tian's cruel Deportment towards 
her, he concluded that the Man 
was a jealous Huſband, and that 


the Lady was an Inconſtant, and 


had defiPd his Bed: But when 
he reflected, that the Woman. 
was a perfect Beauty, and to his 
thinking ſomething like the un- 
fortunate Marie, he perceiv'd 
his Heart yearn with Compaſſion. 
towards the Lady, and {well with 


Indignation againſt her Tyrant. 


For Heaven's ſake, Sir, aſſiſt 
me, ſaid ſhe, to Zadig, ſobbing 


as if her Heart would break, 


Oh! deliver me out of the 
Hands of this Barbarian: Save, 
Sir, O fave my Life. Upon. 


| _ theſe her ſhocking Outcnes,. Za-- 


dig threw himſelf between the 
yd Lady and the inexorable 
Brute. And as he had ſome 
Imartering | of the Egyptian 

| Tongue, 
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Tongue, he expoſtulated with 
un in his own Dates and 
ſaid: Dear Sir, if you are en- 
dow'd with the leaſt Spark of 
Humanity, let me conjure you 
to have ſome Pity and Remorſe 


for fo beautiful a Creature; have 


ſome Regard, Sir, to the Weak- 
neſs of her Sex. How can you 
treat a Lady, who is one of Na- 
ture's Maſter-pieces, in ſuch a 
rude and outrageous Manner, 
one who lies weeping, at your 
Feet for Forgiveneſs, and one 
who has no other Recourſe 
than her Tears for her Defence ? 
Oh! Oh! ſaid the jealous-pared 
Fellow in a Fury to Zadig. 


What! You are one of her Gal- 


lants, I ſuppoſe. I'll be reveng'd 
of thee, thou Villain, this Mo- 
ment. No ſooner were the 
Words out of his Mouth, but 
he quits hold of the Lady, in 
vhoſe Hair he had twiſted his 

E 6 Fingers 
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Fingers before, takes up his 
Lance in a Fury, and endea- 
vours to the utmoſt of his 
Pow'r to plunge it in the Stran- 
ger's Heart: Zadig, however, 
being cool, warded the intended 
Blow with Eaſe. He laid faſt 

hold of his Lance towards the 
Point. One ſtrove to recover 
it, and the other to ſnatch it a- 
way by Force. They broke it 
between them. Whereupon the 
Egyptian drew his Sword. Za- 
dig drew his: They fought : 

The former made a hundred 
raſh Paſſes one after another, 
which the latter parried with the 
utmoſt Dexterity. The Lady 
ſat herſelf upon a Graſs-plat, 


adjuſting her Head-dreſs, and 


looking on the Combatants. 
The Egyptian was too ſtrong for 
Zadig, but Zadig was more nimble ' 
and active. The latter fought as a 
Man whoſe Hand Was guided by 


| 85 
his Head; the former as a Mad- 
man who dealt about his Blows 
at random. Zadig took the 
Advantage, made a Plunge at 
him, and diſarm'd him. And for- 
aſmuch as he found that the Egyp- 
tian was hotter than ever, and 
endeavour'd all he could to throw 
him down by Dint of Strength, 
Zadig laid faſt hold of him, flew 
upon him, and tripp'd up his 
Heels: After that, holding 
the Point of his Sword to his 
Breaſt, like a Man of Honour, 

gave him his Life. The Egyp- 
tian, fir d with Rage, and having 
no Command of his Paſſion, 

drew his Dagger, and wounded 
Zadig like a Coward, whilſt the 
Victor generouſly. forgave him. 
Upon that unexpected Action, 
Zadig, being incens'd to the laſt 
Degree, plung'd his Sword deep 
into his Boſom. The Egyptian 

ee a hideous Groan, and 


died 
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died upon the Spot. Zadig then 
approachi'd the Lady, and with 
a kind of Concern, in the ſofteſt 
Terms told her, that he was oblig*d 
to kill her Inſulter, tho' againſt 
his Inclinations. I have aveng'd 
your Cauſe, and deliver'd you 
out of the mercileſs Hands of the 
moſt outrageous Man I ever ſaw. 
Now, Madam, let me know your 
farther Will and Pleafure with 
me. You ſhall die, you Villain! 
You have murder'd my Love. 
Oh! I could tear your Heart 
out. Indeed, Madam, ſaid Za- 
dig, you had one of the moſt 
hot-headed, oddeſt Lovers I ever 
faw. He beat you moſt unmer- 
cifully, and would have taken 
away my Life becauſe you call'd 
me in to your Aſſiſtance. Would 
to God he was but alive to beat 
me again, ſaid ſhe, blubbering 
and roaring; I deferv'd to be 
| beat. I gave him too juſt Oc- 


calion: 
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caſion to be jealous of me. 
Would to God that he had beat 
me, and you had died in his 
Stead ! Zadig more aſtoniſn'd, 
and more exaſperated than ever 
he was in all his Life, faid to- 
her: Really, Madam, you 
put on ſuch extravagant Airs, 
that you tempt me, pretty 
as you are, to threſh you moſt 
cordially in my Turn; but I 
ſcorn to concern my {lf any 
more about you. Upon this, he 
remounted his Dromedary, and 
made the beſt of his Way to- 
wards the Village: But before 
he had got near a hundred 
| INT he return'd upon an Out- 
that was made by four 
A from Babylon. They” 
rode full Speed. One of them, 
ſpying the young Widow, cried 
out. There ſhe is, That's ſhe. 
She anſwers in every Reſpect to. 
the Deſeriꝑtion we. had of her. 

They 
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They never took the leaſt No- 
tice of her dead Gallant, but 
ſecur'd her directly. Oh! Sir, 
cried ſhe to Zadig, again and 
again, dear Sir, moſt generous 
Stranger, once more deliver me 
from a Pack of Villains. I moſt 
humbly beg your Pardon for my 


late Conduct and unjuſt Com- 


plaint of you. Do but ſtand 
my Friend, at this critical Con- 
juncture, and I'll be your moſt 
obedient Vaſſal till Death. Za- 
dig had now no Inclination to 
fight for one ſo undeſerving any 
more. Find ſome other to be your 
Fool now, Madam; you ſhan't 
impoſe upon me a ſecond Time. 
I'll aſſure you, Madam, I know 
better Things. Eefides he was 
wounded ; and bled fo faſt that 
he wanted Aſſiſtance himſelf : 
And *tis very probable, that the 
Sight of the Babylonian Couriers, 
who were diſpatch'd from King 

_ 


Cs —- 
AMoabadar, might diſcompoſe him 
very much. He made all the 
Haſte he could towards the Vil- 
lage, not being able to conceive 
what ſhould be the real Cauſe of 
the young Lady's being ſecur'd 
by thoſe Babyloniſp Officers, and 
as much at a Loſs, at the ſame 
Time, what to think of ſuch a 
Termagant and a Coquet. - 
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The CAPTIVE. 


| O ſooner was Zadig ar- 

riv'd at the Egyptian Vil- 
lage before- mention'd, but he 
found himſelf ſurrounded by a 
Croud. The People one and 
all cried out! See! See! there's 
the Man that ran away with the 
| beauteous Lady Miſſouf, and 
murder'd Cletofis. a 

ſai 
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ſaid he, God forbid that I ſhould 
ever entertain a Thought of run- 
ning away with the Lady you 
ſpeak of : She is too much of 
a Coquet: And as to Cletofis, I 
did not murder him, but kill'd 
him in my own Defence. He 
endeavour'd all he could to take 
my Life away, becauſe Ientreat- 
ed him to take ſome Pity and 
Compaſſion on the beauteous 
Miſſouf, whom he beat moſt un- 
mercifully. I am a Stranger, 
who am fled hither for Shelter, 
and *tis highly improbable, that 
upon my firſt Entrance into a 
Country, where I came for Safe- 
ty and Protection, I ſhould be 
guilty of two ſuch enormous 
Crimes, as that of running away 
with another Man's Partner, and 
that of clandeſtinely murdering 
him on her Account. 

The Egyptians at that Time 
were juſt and humane. The 
31 11 2 
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Populace, tis true, hurried 22. 
dg to the Town-Goal; but they 
took care in the firſt Place to 
ſtop the Bleeding of his Wounds, 
and afterwards examin'd the 
ſuppos d Delinquents apart, 
in order to diſcover, if poſſible, 
the real Truth. They acquitted 
Zadig of the Charge of wilful 
and premeditated Murder; but 
as he had taken a Subject's Life 
away, tho? in his own Defence, 
he was ſentenc'd to be a Slave, 
as the Law directed. His two 
Beaſts were fold in open Mos | 
ket, for the Service of the Ham- 
let; What Money he had was 
diftributed amongſt the Inhabi- 
tants; and he and his Attendant 
were expos'd in the Market - 
place to public Sale. An Ara- 
bian Merchant, Setoc by Name, 
pu rcha'd them both; but as 
the Valet, or Attendant, was a 
robuſt Man, and better cut out 


for 


. 
for hard Labour than the Maſter, 
he fetch'd the moſt Money. 
There was no Compariſon to be 
made between them. Zadig 


therefore was a Slave ſubordi- 


nate to his Valet; they ſe- 
_ them both, however, by 


Chain upon their Legs; 


Ty ſo link*d they accompanied 
their Maſter home. Zadig, as 
they were on the Road, comfort- 


ed his Fellow-Slave, and exhort- 


ed him to bear his Misfortunes 


with Patience : But, accordi 


to Cuſtom, he made ſeveral Re- 
flections on the Viciſſitudes of 
human Life. I am now ſenſi- 


ble, ſaid he, that my impropi- 


tious Fortune has ſome malig- 
nant Influence over thine; every 
Occurrence of my Life hitherto 
has prov'd ſtrangely odd and un- 
accountable. In the firſt Place, 
I was ſentenc'd to die at Babylon, 
for writing a ſhort Panegyrick 

1 on 
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on the King, my Maſter. In 


the next, I narrowly eſcap'd be- 

ing ſtrangled, for the Queen 
his Royal Conſort s ſpeaking a 
little too much in my Favour; 
and here I am a joint-Slave with 
thy ſelf; becauſe a turbulent 
Fellow of a Gallant.would beat 
bis Lady. However, Comrade, 
let us march on boldly ; let not 
our Courage be caſt down; all 
this may poſſibly. have a happier 


Iſſue than we expect. *Tis ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary that theſe Ara- 
- . bian Merchants ſhould have 
Slaves, and why ſhould not you 
and I, as we are but Men, be 
Slaves: as Thouſands of others 
are? This Maſter of ours may 
not prove inexorable. He: muſt 
treat his Slaves with ſome 
Thought and Conſideration, if 
he expects them to do his Work. 


This was his Diſcourſe to his 
Comrade ; 3 bi his Mind was 
more 


= 
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Two Days afterwards Setoc 
ſet out with his two Slaves and 
his Camels, for Arabia Deſerta. 
His Tribe vid near the Deſert 
of Horeb. The Way was long 
and tedious. Setoc, during the 


2 8 id a much greater 
Regard 10 Zadio' Valet” than 
to himſelf ; becauſe the former 
was the moſt able to load the 
Camels ; and therefore what lit- 
tle Diſtinctions were made, _ 
were in his Favour. It fo 
pen'd that one of the Camels 
died upon the Road: The Load 
which the Beaſt carried was imme- 
diately divided, and thrown upon 
the Shoulders of the two Slaves; 
 Zadig had his Share. Setoc, 
couldn't forbear laughing to fee 
his two Slaves crouching under 
their Burthen. Zadig took the 
Tg to explain the Reaſon 
thereof ; 
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thereof; and convine'd him of 
3 Laws of the Equilibrium. 
The Merchant was a little ſtart- 


led at his philoſophical Diſcourſe, 
and look*'d upon him with a 
more favourable Eye than at firſt. 


Zadig, perceiving he had rais d his 
«> Curioſity, redoubled it, by inſtruct. 
ning him in ſeveral material Points, 
=”. which were in ſome Meaſure, 


advantageous to him in his Way 


of Buſinefs : Such as, the Tpeci- 


fic Weight of Metals, and other 
Commodities of various Kinds, 
of an equal Bulk ; the Proper- 
ties of ſeveral uſeful Animals, 
and the beft Ways and Means to 


make ſuch as were wild, tame 
by Degrees, and fit for Service: 


In ſhort, Zallig was look'd upon 
by his Mater,” as a perfect Gra- 
cle. Setoc now thought the Ma- 


ſter the much better Man of the 


two. He us'd him courteouſly, 


( 96 
and had no Room to repent of 
his Indulgence towards him. 


Being got to their Journey's 
End, the firſt Step that Setoc 


took was to claim a Debt of five 


hundred Ounces of Silver of a 


Few, who had borrow'd it in 
the Preſence of two Witneſſes 
but . both of them were dead.; 

and as the Jew was conſcious he 
couldn't be caſt for Want of Evi- 
dence, appropriated. the Mer-, 
chant's Money to his. own Uſe, 


and thank'd God that it lay — 
his Power for once to bite an 


Arabian with Impunity. © Setoc 
diſcover'd to Zadig the unhappy 
Situation of his Caſe, as he was 
now become his Confident. 


Where was it, Pray, ſaid Zadig, > 


that you lent this large Sum to 
that ungrateful Infidel? Upon, 
a large Stone, ſaid the Mer- 
chant, at the Foot of Mount. 

Horeb. 
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Horeh, What ſort of a Man is 
your Debtor, ſaid Zadig? Oh! 
he is as errand a Rogue as ever 
breath'd, reply'd Sefoc. That 1 
take for granted; but, ſays Zadig, 
is he a lively, active Man, or is 


be a dull heavy-headed Fellow? 


He is one of the worſt of Pay- 
maſters in the World, but the 
merrieſt, moſt. ſprightly Fellow 
[ ever met with. Very well! 
ſaid Zadig, let me be one of your 
Council when your Cauſe comes 
to be heard. In ſhort, he ſum- 
mon'd the Few to attend the 
Court; where, when the Judge 
was fat, Zadig open'd the Cauſe: 
Thou impartial Judge of this 
Court of Equity, I am come: 
here, in- behalf of my Maſter, to 
demand of the Defendant five 
hundred Ounces: of Silver, which 
he "refuſes to pay, and would 
fain traverſe the Debt. Have 
Nen pt 4 riend, "Mu Witneſſes 

F  __ may 
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_ to prove the Loan, faid 
the Judge? No, they are dead ; 
but there is a large Stone Kill 
ſubſiſting, on which the Money 


Was depoſited ; and if your Ex- 


cellence, will be pleas'd to order 
the Stone to be brought in Court, 
I don't doubt but the Evidence 
it will give, will be Proof ſuffi- 
cient of the Fact. I hope your 
Excellence. will order, that the 


Jew and myſelf ſhall be oblig'd 


to attend the Court, till the 
Stone comes, and I'll diſpatch a 
ſpecial Meſſenger to fetch it, at 


my Maſter's Expence. Your 
Requeſt is very reaſonable, faid 


the Judge. Do as you propoſe; 
and fo call'd another Cauſe. 


When the Court was ready to 


break up, Well! faid the —.— 
to Zadig, is your Stone come 
yet? The Jew, with a Sneer, 


replied, your Excellence may 


Wait here till this Time To-mor- 
row, 
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row, before the Stone will appear 
in Court; for *tis above ſix Mile 
off, and it will require fifteen 
Men to remove it from its Place. 
*Tis well! replied Zadig. I told 
your Excellence that the Stone 
would be a very material Evi- 
dence. Since the Defendant can 
point out the Place where the 
Stone lies, he tacitly confeſſes, 
that it was upon that Stone the 
Money was depoſited. The Few 
thus unexpectedly confuted, was 
ſoon oblig'd to acknowledge the 
Debt. The Judge order'd that 
the Few ſhould be tied faſt to 
the Stone, without Victuals or 
Drink, till he ſhould advance 
the five hundred Ounces of Sil- 
ver, which were ſoon paid ac- 
cordingly, and the Few releas' d. 
The Slave Zadig, and this re- 
markable Stone-Witneſs, were 
in great Repute all over 4-. 
7m P 
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Gus, tranſported with his 
good Succeſs, of a Slave 
mal Zadig his Favourite Com- 
ge and Confident; he found 
im as neceflary in the Conduct 
of his Affairs, as the King of 
Babylon had before done in the 
Adminiſtration of his Govern- 
ment; and lucky it was for 
ZLadig that Setoc had no Wife. 
He diſcover'd, that his Maſter 
was in his Temper benevolent, 
{ſtrictly honeſt, and a Man of 
good natural Parts. Zadig was 
very much concern'd, that One 


of ſo much Senſe ſhould pay 


divine Adoration to a whole 
Hoſt of created, tho* Celeſtial 
Kn that is to ſay, the Sun, 

Moon, 
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Moon, and Stars, according te 
the antient Cuſtom of the Ara- 
bians, He talk'd, at firſt, to 
his Maſter, with great Precau- 
tion on ſo important a Topick. 
But at laſt told him, in direct 
Terms, that they were created 
Bodies, as others, tho' of leſs 
Luſtre, and that there was no 
more Adoration due to them, 
than to à Stock or a Stone. 
But, ſaid Setoc, they are eternal 
Beings to whom we are in 
debted for all the Bleſſings we 
enjoy; they animate Nature's 3 
they regulate the Seaſons; they 
are, in a Word, at ſuch an in- 
finite Diſtance from us, that it 
would be downright impious 
not to adore them. Vou are 
more indebted, faid Zadig, to 
the Waters of the Red Sea, 
which tranſport: ſo many valu- 
able Commodities into: the 
Indies. Why, pray, may not 
8 
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they be deem'd as antient as the 
Stars? And if you are ſo fond 
of paying your Adoration on 
Account of their vaſt Diſtance ; 
why don't you adore the 
Land of the Gangarides, which 
lies in the utmoſt Extremities 
of the Earth. No; ſaid Setoc, 
there is ſomething ſo ſur- 
priſingly more brilliant in the 
Stars than what you ſpeak of; 
that a Man muſt adore them 


whether he will or not. 


At the Cloſe of the Evening, 
Zadig planted a long Range of 
Candles in the Front of his 
Tent, where Setoc and he were 
to ſup that Night : And as ſoon 
as he perceiv*d his Patron to be 
at the Door, he fell proſtrate 
on his Knees before the Wax- 
Lights. O ye everlaſting, ever- 


ſhining Luminaries, be always 


propitious to your Votary, faid 
Zadig. Having repeated theſe 
52 | | | Words” 


L 
Words ſo loud as Setoc might 
hear them, he ſat down to 
Table, without taking the leaſt 
Notice of Setoc. What! faid 
Setoc, ſomewhat ſtartled at his 
Conduct, art thou at thy 


Prayers before Supper? I act 


juſt as inconſfiſtently, Sir, as 
you do; I worſhip theſe 
Candles ; without reflecting on 
their Makers, or yourſelf, who 
are my moſt beneficent Patron. 
Setoc took the Hint, and was 
conſcious of the Reproof that 
was conceal'd ſo genteely under 
a Vail. The ſuperior Wiſdom 
of his Slave enlightned his 
Mind; and from that Hour he 
was leſs laviſh than ever he had 
been, of his Incenſe to thoſe 
created Beings, and for the fu- 
ture, paid his Adoration to the 
eternal God who made them. 
At that Time there was a 


moſt hideous Cuſtom in high 


F 4 | Repute 
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Repute all over Arabia, which 
came originally from Scytbia; 
but having met with the Sanc- 
tion of the bigotted Brachmans, 


threatn'd to ſpread its Infection 


all over the Eaſt. When a mar- 
ried Man happen'd to die, if 
his dearly, beloved Widow ever 
expected to be eſteem'd a Saint, 
ſhe muſt throw herſelf headlong 
upon her Huſband's Funeral- 
Pile. This was look'd upon as 


a ſolemn Feſtival, and was 


calld the Widow's Sacrifice: 


That Tribe which could boaſt of 


the greateſt Number of, burnt- 
Widows, was look'd upon as 
the molt meritorious. An Ara- 


bian, who was of the Tribe of 
Setoc, happen'd juſt at that 


Juncture, to be. dead, and his 
Widow ( Almona by Name) who 
was a noted Devotee, publiſh'd 


the Day, nay, the Hour, that 


the pro POR to ro: herſelf 
(ac- 
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(according to Cuſtom) on her 
deceaſed Huſband's Funeral Pile, 
and be attended by a Con- 
cert of Drums and Trumpets. 
Zadig remonſtrated to. defoc, 
what a ſhocking . Cuſtom, this 
was, and how directly repug- 
nant to human Nature; by per- 
mitting young Widows, almoſt 
every Day, to become wilful 
Self-Murderers ; when they 
might be of Service to their 
Country, either by the Addi 
tion of new Subjects, or by the 
Education of ſuch as demand- 
ed their Maternal Indulgence. 
And, by arguing ſeriouſſy with 
Setoc for ſome Time, he forc'd 
from him at laſt an ingenuous 
Confeſſion, that the barbarous 
Cuſtom then ſubfilting, ought, 
it poſſible, to be aboliſh'd. Tis 
now, . replied Setoc, above a 
thouſand, Years ſince the Wi- 
ode EE dows 


4 


1 

dows of Arabia have been i- 
dulg'd with this Privilege of ß 
dying with their Hufbands;, 7 

and how ſhall any one dare to 

abrogate a Law that has been 

eſtabliſh Time out of Mind ? 

Is thete any Thing more invio- 

lable than even an antient Er- 

ror? But, replied Zadig, Rea- 

ſon is of more antient Date than 

the Cuſtom you plead for. Do 

you communicate theſe Senti- 
ments to the Sovereigns of your 

Tribes, and in the mean while 

PII go, and ſound the Widow's 
Inclinations. 

Accordingly he paid her a 

Viſit, and having infinuated 

himſelf into, her Favour, by a 

few Compliments on her Beau- 

ty, after urging what a pity it 

was, that a young Widow, 
Miſtreſs of ſo many Charm 

| ſhould make away with her 
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for no other reaſon but to mingle 
her Aſhes with a Huſband that 
was dead; he, notwithftanding, 
applauded her for her heroic 
-onſtancy and Courage. I per- 
ceive, Madam, ſaid he, you 


was exceſſively fond of your de- 
ceaſed Spouſe. Not I truly, 
reply'd the young Arabian De- 
votee. He was a Brute, infect- 
ed with a groundleſs Jealouſy 
of my Virtue; and, in ſhort, 
a perfect Tyrant. But, not- 
withſtanding all this, I am de- 
termin'd to comply with our 
Cuſtom. Sutely then, Madam, 
there's a Sort of ſecret Pleaſure 
in being burnt alive. Alas! 
with a Sigh, cried Almona, tis 
a Shock indeed to Nature; but 
muſt be complied with for all 
that. I am a profeſs'd Devotee, 
and ſhould I ſhew the leaſt Re- 
luctance, my Reputation would 
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be loſt for ever; all the World 
would laugh at me, ſhould I 
not burn myſelf on this Occa- 
ſion: Zadig having forc'd her 
ingenuouſly to confeſs, that ſhe 
parted with her Life more out 
of Regard to what the World 
would ſay of her, and out of | 
Pride and Oſtentation, than any | 
real Love for the deceas'd, he 
talk'd to her for ſome conſider- 
able Time ſo rationally, and 
us'd ſo many, prevailing Argu- 
ments with her to juſtify her 
due Regard: for the Life which 
ſhe was going to throw away, 
that ſhe began to wave the 
Thought, and entertain a ſe- 
cret Affection for her friendly 
Monitor. Pray, Madam, tell 
me, ſaid Zadig, how would you 
diſpoſe of yourſelf, upon the 
Suppolition, that you could 
hake off this vain and barba- 
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rous Notion? Why, ſaid the 
Dame, vith an amorous 
Glance, L. think verily I ſhould 
accept, of yourſelf fen a ſecond 
Bed- fellow. TT 

The Memory of * bad 
made too ſtrong an Impreſſion 
on his Mind, to cloſe with this 
warm Declaration : He took 
his leave, however, that Mo- 
ment, and waited on the 
Chiefs. He communicated to 
them the Subſtance of their 
private Converſation, and pre- 
vailed with them to make it a 
Law for the future, that no 
Widow ſhould be allow'd to 
fall a Victim to a deceaſed 
Huſband, till after ſhe had 
admitted - ſome young Man to 
converſe with her in private for 
a whole Hour together. The 
Law was paſs d accordingly, 
and not one Widow in all A. 


rabia, 
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rabia, from that Day to this, 
ever obſery'd the Cuftom. 
"Twas to Zadig alone that the 
Arabian Dames were indebted 
for the Abolition, in one Hour, 
of a Cuſtom ſo very inhuman, 
that had been practis'd for 
ſuch a Number of Ages. Za- 
dig, therefore, with the ſtricteſt 
| Juſtice, was look d upon by 
all the Fair Sex in Arabia, 
as their moſt | bountiful Bene- 
factor. 1 


CHAP. 
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The Evenings Entertainment. 
CEroc, who would never ſtir 
out without his Boſom-Friend 
(in whom alorie, as he thought 
all Wiſdom . center'd) reſoly'd 
to take him with him to Bal- 
z2ora Fair, whither the richeſt 
Merchants round the whole ha- 
bitable Globe, us'd annually to 
reſort. Zadig was delighted to 
ſee ſuch a Concourſe of ſubſtan- 
tial Tradeſmen from all Coun- 
tries, aſſembled together in one 
Place. It ap FI to him, as 
if the whole Univerſe was but 
one large Family, and all hap- 
55 y met together at Balxora. 
n the ſecond Day of the Fair, 
he ſat down to Table with an 
Egyptian, an Hidian, that livd 
on 
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on the Banks of the River 
Gauges, an Inhabitant of Cathay, 
a Grecian, a Celt, and ſeveral 
other Foreigners, who by — 
frequent Voyages towards the the 
Arabian Gulf, were ſo far con- 
verſant With the Arabir Lan- 
guage, as to be able to diſ- 
courſe freely, and be mutually 
underſtood. The Egyptian be- 
gan to fly into a Paſſion ; what 
a ſcandalous Place is this Bal- 
Zora, ſaid he, where they refuſe 
to lend me a. thouſand Ounces 
of Gold, upon the. beſt Security 
that can poſſibly be offer'd. 
Pray, ſaid Setoc, what may the 
Commodity be that you would 
depoſit as a Pledge for the Sum 
you mention. Why, the Corpſe 
of my. deceaſed $ 649; ſaid he, 
who was one of the fineſt Wo- 
men in all Egypt. She was my 
conſtant Companion; but un- 
happily died upon the Road. 
1 
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| T have taken ſo much Care, that 
no Mummy whatever can equal 
it: And was J in my own Coun- 
try, I could be furniſh'd with 
what Sum ſoever I pleas'd, were 


I diſpos'd to mortgage it. Tis a 


ſtrange Thing that Nobody here 
will advance ſo ſmall — upon 
ſo valuable a Commodity. No 
ſooner had he expreſs'd his Re- 


ſentment, but he was going to 


cut up a fine boil'd Pullet, in 
order to make a Meal on't, when 


an Indian laid hold of his Hand, 


and with deep Concern, eried 
out, For God's Sake what are you 
about? Why, ſaid the Egyptian, 


I deſign to make a Wing of this 
Fowl one Part of my Supper. 
Pray, good Sir, conſider what. 
you are doing, ſaid. the Indian. 


lis very poſlible,. that the Soul 
of the deceas'd Lady may have 


taken its Reſidence in that 
Howl. , And you wouldn't ſure-, 


I 


* 


* 


1 


* 
— — — 
8 


[14] 

ly run the Riſque of eating up 
your Aunt? To boil a Fowl 
is, doubtleſs, a moſt ſhameful 
Outrage done to Nature. 
Pſhaw | What a2 Pother you 
make about the boiling of a 
Fowl, and flying in the Face of 
Nature, replied the Egyptian in 
4 Pet; tho* we Egyptians pay 
divine Adoration to the Ox; 

yet we can make a hearty Meal 
of a Piece of roaft Beef for all 
that. Is it poſſible, Sir, that 
your Coutitry-men ſhould act ſo 
abſurdly, as to pay an Ox the 
Tribute of divine Worſhip, 
ſaid the Indian? Abſurd as you 
think it, ſaid the other, the Ox 
has been the principal Object of 
Adoration all over Egypt, for 
theſe hundred and thirty five 
thouſand Years,” and the moſt 


abandon'd Egyptian has never 


been as yet ſo impious as to 
gain-ſay it. Ay, Sir, an hun- 
dred 
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dred thirty five thouſand Years; 


ſay you, _ you mult be out 
a little in your Calculation. 
Tis but — fourſcore thou- 
ſand Years; ſince India was firſt 
inhabited. Sure I am, we are 
a more antient People than you 
are, and our Brama prohibited 
the eating of Beef long before 
your Nation ever erected an 
Altar in Honour of the Ox, or 
ever put one upon a Spit. 
What a Racket . about 
your | Brama! Is he able to 


ſtand the leaſt in Competition 
With our Apis, ſaid the Egyp- 


tian? Let us hear, pray, what 
mighty Feats have been done 
by your boaſted Brama? Why, 


replied the Bramin, he firſt 


taught his Votaries to write and 
read ; and *tis to-him alone, all 
the World is indebted for the 
Invention of the noble Game 
of- Cheſs. You are quite out, 
6 Sir, 
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Sir, in your Notion, ſaid a 


Chaldean, who ſat within Hear- 


ing: All theſe in valuable Bleſ- 
ſings were deriv'd from the Fiſh 
'Oannes; and *tis that alone to 
which the Tribute of divine A- 
doration is juſtly due. All the 
World will tell you, that *twas a 
divine Being whoſe Tail was 


pure Gold, whoſe Hend reſem- 
bled that of a Man, tho' in- 


deed the Features were much 
more beautiful; and that he 


condeſcended to viſit the Earth 
three Hours every Day, for the 


Inſtruction of Mankind. He 
had a numerous Iſiue, as is very 


well known, and all of them 
were powerful Monarchs. I 
bave a Picture of it at Home, 
to which, as in Duty J ought, 
I ſay my Prayers at Night be- 


fore I go to Bed, and every 


Morning — I riſe. There is 


vo Harm, Sir, as I can con- 
K | | cCeive, 
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ceive, in partaking of a Piece 
of roaſt Beef; but, doubtleſs, 
*tis a mortal Sin a Crime of 
the blackeſt Dye, to touch a 
Piece of Fiſh. Beſides, you 
cannot juſtly boaſt of ſo illu- 


ſtrious an Origin, and you are 


both of you mere Moderns, in 
Compariſon to us Chaldeans. 
You Egyptians lay claim to no 
more than 133, ooo Years, and 
you Indians, but of 80, ooo. 
Whereas we have Almanacks 
that are dated 4000 Centuries 
backwards. Take my Word 
for it; I ſpeak nothing but 
Truth ; renounce your Errors, 
and I'll make each of you a 
Preſent of a fine Portrait a4 our 
Oannes. 

A Native of e entrin : 
into the Debate, ſaid, I have a 
very great Veneration, not. only 
for the Egyptians, Chaldeans, 
Greeks, and Celtæ; but for 
| Brama, 
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Brama, Apis, and the Oannés, 
but in my humble Opinion, the 
Li, or as tis by ſome call'd, 
the * Tien, is an Object more 
deſerving of divine Adoration 
than any Ox, or Fiſh, how 
much ſoever you may boaſt of 
their reſpective Perfections. All 
I ſhall fay, in regard to my 
native Country, tis of much 
greater Extent, than all Egypt, 
_ Chalgea, and the Indies put to- 
gether. I ſhall lay no Streſs on 
the Antiquity of my Country ; 
for T imagine *tis of much great- 
er Importance to be the ieſt 
People, than the . — 
under the Sun. However, ſince 
you were talking of the Alma- 
nacks, I muſt beg the Liberty 


_® The Chinefe Term, Li, fignifies, © 
properly fpeaking, natural Light, or 
Reaſon; and Tien, the Heavens, or 
the ſupreme Being. 
& | to 
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to tell you, that ours are look'd 
upon to be the beſt all over 4- 


ia; and that we had ſeveral ve- 


ry correct ones before the Art 
of Arithmetick was ever heard 


of in Chaldea. 


You are all of you a Parcel of 
illiterate, ignorant Bigots, cry'd 
a Grecian : *Tis plain, you know 


nothing of the Chaos, and that 


the World, as it now ſtands, is 
owing wholly to Matter and 
Form. The Greek ran on for a 


conſiderable Time; but was at 


laſt interrupted by a Celt, who 
having drank deep, during the 
whole Time of this Debate, 


thought himſelf ten Times wiſer 


than any of his Antagoniſts and 
wrapping out a great Oath, in- 

ſiſted, that all their Gods were 

nothing, if ſet in en 


_ toe on- the Oak. As for my 
part, ſaid he, I carry ſome of 


it 
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it always in my Pocket: As to 
my Anceſtors, they were Scy- 


thians, and the only Men worth 


talking of in the whole World : 
Tis true, indeed, they would 
now and then make a Meal of 


their Country-men, but that 


ought not to be urg'd as any 
Objection to his Country; and, 

in ſhort, if any one of you, or 
all of you, ſhall dare to ſay any 
thing diſreſpectful of Teutath, 

I'll defend its Cauſe to the laſt 
Drop of my Blood. The Quar- 
rel grew warmer- and warmer, 
and Setoc expected that the Ta- 
ble would be overſet, and that 
Blood-ſhed would enſue. Za- 
dig, who hadn't once open'd his 


Lips during the whole Contro- 


verſy, at laſt roſe up, and ad- 
dreſs'd himſelf to the Celt, in 
the firſt Place, as being the moſt 
noiſy and outrageous. Sir, ſaid 


och Tour Notions in this Affair 


are 
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are very juſt : Goad Sir, oblige 


me with a Bit of your Miſletoe. 
Then turning about, he expa- 


tiated on the Eloquence of the 


Grecian, and in a Word, ſoften'd 
in the moſt artful Manner all the 


- contending Parties. He ſaid but 


little indeed to the Cathayzan ; 
becauſe he was more cool, and 


ſedate than any of the others. 


To conclude, he addreſs'd them 
all in general Terms, to this or 


the like Effect: My dear Friends, 


You- have been conteſting all 
this while about an important 


Topick, in which *tis evident, 


you are all unanimouſly agreed. 
Agreed, quotha! they all cried, 
in an angry Tone, How fo, | 
pray? Why ſaid he to the hot, 
teſty Celt, is it not true, that 
you do not in effect adore this 
Misſletoe, but that Being who 
created that Miſletoe and the 


Oak to which it is ſo cloſely 


8 G united? 


[ a2 } | 
united? Doubtleſs, Sir, reply'd 
the Celt. And you, Sir, ſaid 
he, to the Egyptian, Lou revere, 
thro' your venerable Apis, the 
great Author of every Ox's Be- 

tian. The mighty Oannés, tho? 
the Sovereign of the Sea, conti- 
nued he, muſt give Precedence 
to that Power, who made both 
the Sea, and every Fiſh that 
dwells therein. We allow it, 
aid the Chaldean. The Indian, 
adds he, and the Cathayan, ac- 
knowledge one ſupreme Being, 
or firſt Cauſe, as well as you. 
As to what that profound wor- 
thy Gentleman the Grecian has 
advanc'd, is, I muſt own, a 
little above my weak Compre- 
henfion, but I am fully per- 
fuaded, that he will allow there 
is a ſupreme Being on whom his 
favourite Matter and Form are 
entirely dependent. The Gre- 

N cian, 


[ 123 ] 

tian, who was look'd upon as 
Sage amongſt them, ſaid, with 
Abundance of Gravity, that Za- 
dig, had made a very juſt Con- 
ſtruction of his Meaning. Now, 
Gentlemen, I. appeal to you all, 
laid Zadig, whether you are not 
ynanimous to a Man, in the De- 
bate upon the Carpet, and whe- 
ther there are any juſt Grounds 
for the leaſt Diviſions or Ani- 
moſities amongſt you. The 
whole Company, cool at once, 
careſs'd him; and Setoc, after he 
bad ſold off all his Goods and 
Merchandize at a round Price, 
took his Friend Zadig Home 
with him to the Land of Horeb. 
Zadig, upon his firſt Arrival 
tion had been carried on againſt 
him during his Abſence, and 
that the Sentence pronoune'd' a- 
gainſt him was, that he ſhould 
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de burnt alive before a ſlow 
Fire. 5 


EEC 
O HAP. Al. 


The RENDEZEZ vous. 


HILST Zadig attended 

his Friend Setoc to Bal- 

Zora, the Prieſts of the Stars 
were determin'd to puniſh him. 
As all the coſtly Jewels, and 
other valuable Decorations, in 
which every young Widow that 
ſacrificed her ſelf on her Huſ- 
band's Funeral-pile, were their 
cuſtomary Fees, tis no great 
Wonder, indeed, that they were 
inclin*d to burn poor Zadig, for 
playing them ſuch a ſcurvy 
Trick. Zadig therefore, was 
accus'd of holding heretical and 
damnable Tenets, in regard to 
the 


a 
the Celeſtial - Hoft: They depos'd, 


and ſwore point- blank, that he 
had been heard to aver, that the 


Stars never ſat in the Sea. This 
horrid blaſphemous Declaration 
thunder- ſtruck all the Judges, 
and they were ready to rend their 
Mantles at the Sound of ſuch an 


impious Aſſertion; and they 


would have made Zadig, had 
he been a Man of Subſtance, 
paid very ſeverely for his here- 
tical Notions. But in the Height 
of their Pity and Compaſſion for 
even ſuch an Infidel, they would 
lay no Fine upon him; but con- 


tent themſelves with ſeeing him 
roaſted alive before a ſlow Fire. 


Setoc, tho* without Hopes of 
Succeſs, us'd all the Intereſt he 
had to ſave his boſom Friend 
from ſo ſhocking a Death; but 
they turn'd a deaf Ear to all Kis 
Remonſtrances, and oblig*d him 
to hold his Tongue. The young 

G 3 n 
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Widow Almona, who by this 
Time was not only reconciFd to 
living a little longer, but had 
ſome Taſte for the Pleaſures of 
Life, and knew that ſhe was 
entirely indebted to Zadig for 
it, reſolv'd, if poſſible, to free 
her Benefactor from being burnt, 
as he had before convinc'd her 
of the Folly of it in her Caſe. 
She ponder*d upon this weighty 
Affair very ſeriouſly ; but ſaid 
nothing to any one whomſoever. 
Zadig was to be executed the 
next Day; and ſhe had only a 
ſew Hours left to carry her Pro- 


ject into Execution. Now the 


Reader ſhall hear with how much 
Benevolence and Diſcretion this 
amiable Widow behav*d on this 
emergent Occaſion. - | 

In the farſt Place, the wade 
uſe of the moſt coſtly Perfumes ; 
and dreſt herſelf to the utmoſt 
Advantage to er her — 
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1 
as conſpicuous as poſſible; And 
thus gaily attir d, demanded a 
private Audience of the High 
Prieſt of the Stars. Upon her 
firſt Admittance into his auguſt 
and venerable Preſence, ſhe ad- 
dreſs'd herſelf in the following 
Terms. O thou firſt-born and 
well- beloved Son of the Great 
Bear, Brother of the Bull, and 
firſt Couſin to the Dog, (theſe 
you mult know were the Pon- 
tiff's high Titles) I come to 
confeſs myſelf before you: My 
Conſcience: is my Accuſer, and 
I am terribly afraid I have been 
guilty of a mortal Sin, by de- 
clining the ſtated Cuſtom of 
burning my ſelf on my Huſ- 


band's Funeral - pile? What 


could tempt me, in ſhort, to a 
Prolongation of my Life, I 
can't imagine, I, who am grown 
2 perfect Skeleton, all wrinkled 
and deform'd. She paus'd, and 

G 4 pulling 
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pulling off, with a negligent }: 
but artful Air, her long filk 
Gloves; ſhe diſplay'd a ſoft, 4 
plump, naked Arm, and white 
as Snow : You ſee, Sir, ſaid ſhe, 
that all my Charms are blaſted. 
Blaſted, Madam, faid the lu. 
cious Pontiff; No! Your Charme 
_ are ſtill reſiſtleſs : His Eyes, and 
his Mouth, with which he kiſs'd 
her Hand, confirm'd their Power: 
Such an Arm, Madam, by the 
Great Oraſmades, I never ſaw 
before. Alas! ſaid the Widow, 
with a modeſt Bluſh ; my Arm 
Sir, tis probable, may have the 
Advantage of any hidden Part; 
but ſee, good Father, what a 
Neck is here; as yellow as Saf- 
fron, an Object not worth re- 
garding. Then ſhe diſplay' d 
ſuch a ſnowy, panting Boſom, 
that Nature could not mend it. 
A Roſe-Bud on an Ivory Apple, 
Ae if ſet in Competition 
5411 | with 


29 

with her ſpotleſs Whiteneſs, 
make no better Appearance 
than common Madder upon a 
Shrub; and the whiteſt Wool, 
juſt out of the Laver, were ſhe 
but by, would ſeem but. of a 
light-brown Hue. 

Her Neck, her large black, 
ſparkling Eyes, that languiſh- 
ingly roll'd, and ſeem'd as twere, 
on Fire; her! lovely Cheeks, 
glowing with White and Red, 
her Noſe, that was not unlike the 
Tower of Mount Lebanon, her 
Lips, which were like tw Bor- 
ders of Coral, incloſing two 
Rows of the beſt Pearls in the 
Arabian Sea; ſuch a Combina- 
tion, I ſay, of Charms, made 
the old Pontiff judge ſhe. was 
ſcarce twenty Years of Age and 
in a kind of Futter, to make 
her a Declaration of his tender 
Regard for her. Almona, perceiv- 
ing him enamour'd, begg d 
at | G 5 his 
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his Intereſt in Favour of Zadig. 
Alas! my dear Charmer, my 
Intereſt alone, when you requeſt 
the Favour, would wi but a poor 
Compliment ; Pl] take care his 
Acquittance ſhall be ſigned by 
three more of my Brother Prieſts. 
Do you fign firſt, however, ſaid 
Almona. With all my _ 
faid the amorous Pontiff, 
vided —— you'll be kind, — 
deareſt. Tou do me too much 
Honour, {aid Amona; but ſhould 
you give your felt the Trouble 
to pay me a Viſit after Sun- 
Tet, and as ſoon as the Star Sbeat 
twinikles on the Horizon, ye 
_ ſhall find me, moſt venerable Fa- 
ther, repos'd upon a roſy-co- 
lour'd ſilver Sopha, where you 
fhall ufe your Pleaſure with your 
humble Servant. With that ſhe 
made him a low Courtefy ; 
took up Zadig's general Releaſe 
as bog as duely fign'd, = 
le At 
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9 
5 


3 [ r3r |] | 
left the old Doatard all over 
Love, tho* ſomewhat diffident 
of his own Abilities. The Re- 
ſidue of the Day he ſpent 
in his Bagnio; « he drank 
large enlivening Draughts of a 
Water diſtill'd from the Cinna- 
mon of Ceęilan, and the coftly 
Spices of Tidor and T ernate, and 
waited with the utmoſt Impa 


tience for the up AY of the 


brilliant Seat. . 
In the mean time Alvioms 
went to the fecond Pontiff. 
He affur'd her that the Sun 
Moon, and all the ftarry Hoſt 
of Heav'n, were but gf Foy 
Fires to her bright Eyes. He 
put the Queſtion to her, in 
ſhort, at once, and agreed to 
ſign upon her Cempliance. She 
faffer'd herſelf to be over - per- 


ſuaded, and made an Aſſigna- 


tion to meet him at a certain 


Place, as ſoon: as the Star Alpe- 


#1þ ſhould make its Appearance. 
| 6 6 From | 
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From him ſhe repair'd to the 
third and fourth Pontiff, taking 
care, wherever ſhe went, to ſee 
Zadig s Acquittance duely 
fi gu d, and made freſh Appoint- 
ments at the Riſing of Star after 
S 
When ſhe bad carried her 
Point thus far, ſhe ſent a pro- 
per Meſſage to the Judges of the 
Court, who had condemn'd Za- 
dig, requeſting that they would 
come to her Houſe, that ſhe 

might adviſe with them upon an 
Afar of the laſt Importance. 
They waited on her according- 
ly; ſhe produc'd Zadig's Diſ- 
charge duly ſign'd by four ſe- 
veral Hands, and told them the 
Definitive Treaty between all the 
contracting Parties. Each of the 
pontifical Gallants obſerv'd their 


_ Summons to a Moment. Each 


was ſtartled at the Sight of his 
Rival; but perfectly thunder- 
25 ſtruck 


| 
| 
| 
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ſtruck; to ſee the Judges, before 
whom the Widow had laid open 
her Caſe. Zadig procur'd an 
abſolute Pardon, and Setoc was 


ſo charm'd with the artful Ad- 


dreſs of Almona, that he married 


her the next Day. Zadig went 


afterwards to throw himſelf at 
the Feet of his fair Benefactreſs. 
Setoc and he took their Leave of 


each other with Tears in their 


Eyes, and vowing that an eter- 
nal mutual Friendſhip ſhould 
be preſerv'd between them ; and, 

in ſhort, ſhould Fortune at any 
Time afterwards prove more 


propitious than could well be 


expected to either Party; the o- 


ther ſhould partake of an equal 


Share of his Succeſs. 
Zadig ſteer'd his Courſe. to- 
wards Syria ; forever . pondering 


on the hard Fate of the juſtly- 


admir'd Aſtarte, and reflecting 
on his own Stars that ſo obſti- 
nately 
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nately darted down their mal 
nant Rays, and continu'd dai 
to torment him. What, 14 
he! to pay four hundred Ounces 
of Gold for only ſeeing a Bitch 
paſs by me; to be condemn'd 
to be beheaded for four witleſs 
Verſes in Praiſe of the King; 
to be ſtrangled to Death, be- 
cauſe a Queen was pleas'd to 
look upon me; to be made a 
Priſoner, and fold as a Slave for 
ſaving a young Lady from being 
ſorely abus'd by a Brute rather 
than a Man and to be upon the 
Brink of being roaſted alive, for 
no other Offence than faving for 
the future all the Widows in A. 
rabia from becoming idle Burnt- 
Offerings, and mingling their 
Aſhes with thoſe of their deceaſed 
worthleſs Huſbands - 
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ZA. arriving at the Fron- 

tiers which ſeparate Aradia 
Petræa from Syria, and 
by a very ſtrong Caſtle, ſever 

arm'd Arabiaus ruſh'd aut upon 
him, and ſurrounding him, 
cried out: Whatever you _ 
belonging to you is our Pro- 
perty, but as * your Perſon, 
that is entirely at our Save- 
reign's Diſpoſal. Zadig, inſtead 
of making any Reply, drew his 
Sword , ory as his Attendant 
was a very couragious Fellow, 
he drew likewiſe. Thoſe who 
hid hold on them firſt fell a 
Sacrifice to their Fury: Their 
Numbers redoubled: Yet ſtill, 
Both dauntleſs, determin'd to 


CON» 
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conquer or to die. When two 


Men defend themſelves againſt 
a whole Gang, the Conteſt, 


doubtleſs, cannot laſt long. 
The Maſter of. the Caſtle, one 


Arbogad by Name, having been 
an Eye-Witneſs from his Win- 
dow, of the Intrepidity and ſur- 
priſing Exploits of Zadig, took 
a Fancy to him. He ran down 
therefore in Haſte, and giving 
Orders himſelf to his Vaſſals 
to deſiſt, deliver'd the two 


Travellers out of their Hands. 


Whatever Goods or Chattels, 
faid he, come upon my Ter- 
ritories, are my Effects; and 
whatever I find likewiſe that is 
valuable upon the Premiſes of 
others, is my free Booty ; but, 
as you appear, Sir, to me to 
be a Gentleman of uncommon 
Courage, you ſhall prove an 


Exception to my general Rule. 


SEW this, he invited Zadzg 
into 
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into his magnificent Manſion, 


giving his inferior Officers ſtrict 


Orders to uſe him with all due 
Reſpect; and at Night Arbogad 


was deſirous of ſupping with 
Zadig. The Lord of the Man- 
fion was one of thoſe Arabians, 
that are call'd Free-booters 5 but 


a Man who now and then did 


good Actions amongſt a Thou- 
fand bad ones. He plunder'd: 
without Mercy ; but was liberal 


in his Benefactions. When in 
Action, intrepid; but in Traf- 
fick, eaſy enough; a perfect 


Epicure in his Eating * Drink- 
ing, an abfolute Debauchee, but 
very frank and. open. Zadig 
pleas'd him extremely; his 
Converſation being very — 
rolong'd. their Rep aft : AC 
„Arbogad ſaid — him 1 
would adviſe you, Sir, to enliſt 


yourſelf in my Troop; you 


cannot poſſibly do a Thing 
If\ in 


# 
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Thing: My Profeſſion is none 


of the worſt; and in Time, 


you may become perhaps as 
great a Man as myſelf. May I 
preſume, Sir, to aſk you one 
Queſtion 3; how long may you 
have follow'd this honourable 
Calling ? From my Youth up- 


wards, replied his Hoft, I was 


only a Jalet at firſt to an Ara- 
ian, who indeed was courteous 
enough; but Servitude was a 
State of Life I could not brook. 
It made me ſtark- mad to fee, in 


a wide World, which ought to 


be divided fairly between Man- 
kind, that Fate had reſerv'd for 
me ſo ſcanty a Portion. I com- 
municated my Grievance to an 
old Sage Arabian. Son, ſaid 
he, never deſpair; once upon a 
Time, there was a Grain of 
Sand, that bemoan'd itſelf, as 
being nothing more than a 
— Atom of the Deſerts. 
At 
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At the Expiration 5 however, 
of a few Years, it became that 
ineſtimable Diamond, which at 
this very Hour, is the richeſt, 
and moſt admir'd Ornament of 
the Indian Crown. The old 
Man's Diſcourſe fir d me with 
4 ſome Ambition; I was con- 
ſcious to myſelf that I was at 
that Time the Atom he men- 
tion'd, but was determin'd, if 
{ Poſſible, to become the Dia- 
mond. At my firſt ſetting out, 
] ſtole two Honſes' then I got 
into a Gang; . we play'd 
at ſmall Game, and ſftopp'd the 
{mall Caravans; thus I gra- 
dually leflen'd the wide Diſpro- 
portion, which there was at 
firſt between me and the reſt of 
Mankind: I enjoy'd not only 
my full Share of the 
Things of this Life, but en- 
DAE them with Uſury. I was. 
look*'d _ as a Man of Con- 
ſegquence⸗ 
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ſequence, and I procur'd this 
Caſtle by my military Atchieve- 


ments. The Satrap of Syria 
had Thoughts of diſpoſſeſſing 


me; but I was then too rich to 
be any Ways afraid of him; 1 
gave the Satrap a certain Sum 
of Money, upon Condition that 
J kept quiet Poſſeſſion of my 
Caſtle. And, moreover, I ag- 


grandiz'd my Domains; for he | 


conſtituted me, at the ſame 
Time, Treaſurer of the Impoſts 
that Arabia Petrea paid to the 
King of Kings. I executed my 
Truſt, in every Reſpect, as 1 
ought, in the: Capacity of a 
Collector; but I never did, nor 
never intended to balance my 
Accounts. | [12% 9! 

Phe grand Doferban of Ba- 
bylon ſent hither,” in the Name 
of the King Maabdar, a petty 
Satrap, with a Commiſſion to 
bes- er me. He and his At- 

tendants 


{fag}: 


tendants arriv'd here with his 


X Royal Warrant. I was appriz'd 


"== 
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of the whole Affair, and, ac- 


cordingly, order'd his whole 


Retinue, conſiſting of four in- 


ferior Officers, to be ſtrangled 
before his Face, after the ſame 


Manner as was intended for my 


Execution. After this, I aſk'd 


him what he thought the Com- 


Z miſſion with which he was en- 


truſted, might reaſonably be 


s valued at; he anſwer'd, that he 


preſum'd his Premium (had he 


| ſucceeded) might have amounted 
to about three Hundred Pieces 


of Gold. I made him ſenſible, 


that it would be for his In- 
tereſt to be a _commiſſion'd 
Officer under me; I made him 
accordingly Deputy Free-booter. 
He is at this very Day not only 


the beſt Officer, but the richeſt 


I have in all my Court. If my 
Word may be credited, LI 


raiſe 


nd! 
raiſe your Fortune as I have 
done his. Never was Trade 
briſker in our Way; for Moab- 
dar, is knock'd on the Head, 
and all Babylon in the utmoſt 
Confufion. Moeabdar kill'd, ſaid 
vou cry'd Zadig, and ray, | 
Sir , what is become his | 
| Royal Conſort, Aftarte? I know ; 
nothing at all of that Affair, 
replied Arbogad, all that I have 
to ſay, is, that Moabdar be- 
came a perfect Madman, and | 
had his Brains beat out; that 
all the People in Babylon are 
cutting one another's Throats, 
and that the whole Empire is 
laid waſte ; that there is ſtill an | 
r. for making ſeveral 
bold Puſhes ; and let me tell 
you, Sir, I have done my Part, 
and made the moſt on*'t. But 
the Queen, Sir, ſaid Zadig; 
pray favour me ſo far, as to 


inform me, it you know any 
Thing 


Go WO oy fas | 
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Thing of the Queen. I have 


knard red Tale, fad he, of a 
certain Prince of Hrcania; tis 
poſſible, ſhe may have 


| lifted herſelf amongſt his Con- 


cubines, it ſhe had the good 
Fortune to eſcape the Reſent- 
ment of thoſe popular Tu- 
but my Head, Sir, is 
better turn'd for the Highway 
than for News; I have taken 
ſeveral Ladies Priſoners in the 


Courſe of my Excurſions 5 1 


keep none of them for my Part; 
and as to fuch as are hand ſomer 
than ordinary, I make the beſt 
Market I can of them, without 
enquiring who they are. Their 

ity or Titles will fetch no 
Price at all; a Queen, if ( ſhe 
be homely, is worth nothing. 
*T'is probable, Sir, I have diſ- 


— 7 of che Lady myſelf; and 


tis poſſible, likewiſe, "ſhe may 
be dead; tis no Concern of 


mine; 3 
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mine; and to my thinking, it 
ſhould be an Affair of no Man- 
ner of Importance to you. Af- 
ter this Declaration, he drank 
ſo hard, and confounded his 
Ideas in ſuch a Manner, that 
Zadig was not one whit the 
wiſer. Upon which he was 
ſtruck dumb, confounded, and 
ſtood as motionleſs as a Statue. 


Arbogad, in the mean while, 
ſwill'd down whole Bumpers, 
told a Hundred merry Tales, 


and ſwore a thouſand Times 
over, that he was the happieſt 
Creature upon God's Earth; 
perſuading Zadig to be as merry, 
and thoughtleſs as himſelf. At 
laſt, being gradually overcome 
by the Fumes of his Liquor, he 
fell faſt aſleep. Zadig ſpent 
the: Remainder of . the Night 
in deep Contemplation, and in 
all the Uneaſineſs of Mind ima- 
ginable. What, ſaid he, the 


(EF | 
| King , firſt became crazy, and 
pong was murder'd. I think I 
have juſt Grounds for Com- 
Rane, The whole Empire is 
in Confuſion, and torn to 
Pieces, and this Free- booter is 
as happy as a King. O For- 
tune! O Fate! a Highway man 
as happy as a Monarch! and 
the moſt amiable Creature that 
Nature ever fram'd has ſuffer? 'd, 
perhaps, an ignominious Death, 
or perhaps, is in a State of Life 
a thouſand Times worſe than 
Death itſelf! O Aſtarte A arte! 
What art thou become: 
As ſoon as it was Break of 
Day he went out, and aſk'd 
every one he ſaw if they, knew 
any Thing of her: But the 
whole Gang were too intent 
upon other Matters, to return 
him any Anſwer. By Virtue of 
their Night's Excurſions, they 
ba brou ght in ſome freſh 
'H Booty, 
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Booty, and were buſy in divi- 
ding the Spoil. All the Fa- 
vour he could procure, in their 
Hurry and Tumult, was, to 
go away without the leaſt Ex- 
amination. He took the Ad- 
vantage of their Remiſſneſs, 
and mov'd off the Premiſes, 
but more overwhelm'd with 
Grief and ep Reflection than 
er. 

Zadig, in his March, was 
very reſtleſs and uneaſy. His 
Thoughts were forever rolling 
on the unfortunate Aftarte, the 
King of Babylon, his Boſom- 
Friend Cador, the happy Free- 
booter, Arbogad, the fair Coquet, 
that was taken Priſoner on the 
Confines of Egypt, by the Ba- 
byloniſh Courier; in a Word, 
on the various Scenes of NMiſ- 
fortunes and Diſappointments, 
wich. he had ee met 


i: CHAP. 
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CHAP, XIV. 
The FISHERMAN. - 


HEN Zadig had tra- 
velled ſome few Leagues 
from Arbogad's Caſtle, he found 
himſelf arriv'd at the Banks of. 
a little River; inceſſantly deplo- 
ring, as. he went along, his un- 
happy Fate, and looking upon 
himſelf as the very Picture o ill 
Luck. He perceiv'd at a little 
Diſtance a Fiſherman, reclin'd: 
on a verdant Bank by the River- 
fide, trembling, 5 able to 
hold his Net in his Hand, 
(which he ſeem'd but little to 
regard) and with up- lift Eyes, 
imploring Heaven's Aſſiſtance. 
I am, doubtleſs, ſaid the poor 
Fiſherman, the moſt unhappy 
H 2 Wretch 
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Wretch that ever liv'd! No 


Merchant in all Babylon, it is | | 


very well known, was ever ſo 
noted for ſelling Cream-Cheeſes 
as myſelf; and yet I am ruin'd 
to all Intents and Purpoſes. No 
Man of my Profeſſion ever had 
a handſomer, more compleat 
Houſewife, than my Dame was; 


but I have been treacherouſſy 


depriv'd of her. I had ſtill left 
a poor, pitiful Cottage, but 
that I faw plunder'd and de- 
ſtroy'd. I am cubb'd up here 
in a Cell; I have nothing to de- 
pend upon but my Fiſhery, and 
not one ſingle Fiſh have I 
caught. Thou unfortunate Net! 
PI never throw thee into the 
Water more: Much ſooner will 
F throw myſelf in. No ſooner 
were the Words out of his 
Mouth, but he ſtarted ' up, and 
ran to the River-ſide, like one 
that was _ reſolutely bent to 
plunge 


[3 1491 
plunge in, and get rid of 2 
miſerable Life at once. Is it 
poſſible, ſaid Zadig? Is there 
then the Man in Being more 
wretched than myſelf ? His Be- 
nevolence, and 3 Will to 
ſave the poor Man's Life, was 
as quick as the Reflection he 
had juſt made! He ran to his 
Aſſiſtance; he laid hold of 
bim; and aſk'd him, with an 
Air of Pity and Concern, 


the Cauſe of his raſh Intention. 


»Tis an old ſaying, that a Per- 
ſon is leſs unhappy when he ſees 
| kimſelf not fingular. in Miſ- 
fortune. But if we will credit 
Zoroaſter, this is not from a 
Principle of Malignity, but the 

Effect of a fatal Neceſſity. He 
was attracted, as it were, toanyPer- 
ſon in Diſtreſs, as being One in 
the ſame unhappy Circumſtances. 
The Tranſport of a happy Man, 

would be a Kind of Inſult; but 
2815 H- 3 two 
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two Perſons in bad Circum- 


ſtances, are like two weak 


Shrubs, which, by propping up 
each other, are fenc'd againſt a 
Storm. Why are you-thus caſt 
down, ſaid Zadig to the Fiſher- 
man? Never ank Man, under 
the Weight of your Burden. I 
can't help it, ſaid the poor 
Fiſnerman; I have not the leaſt 
Proſpe&t of Redreſs. I was 


once, Sir, the tip-top Man of 


the whole Village of Derlbach, 
near Babylon, where J liv'd, and 
with the Help of my Wife, 
made the beſt Cream-Cheeſes 

that were ever eaten in the Per- 
fan Empire. Her Majeſty, 
the Queen Aſtarte, and the fa- 
mous Prime -Miniſter Zadig were 
very fond of them. I ſerv'd 
the Court with about ſix Hun- 


dred of them, I went the other 


Day in Hopes of being paid; 
but before J had well got into 
the 


— 
5 
1 : 
We 
— 
2 
"2 
* 
N 
| ay 
"py 
_ 
- ” j 
. Las” 
*. 
. 
2 
3 
% 2 
„ 
1 
3 
© 1 
5 
rw 
* 
2 
N 
1 
3 
PP Ie 
1 
" Hep 
LJ 
La. 
r 
Bet, q 
— Nu 
2 
ö 44 . 
. 2 
2 8 
o 
1 
- 1 + 
: "IRR 
RE 
ud. 22 4 
N ASE 
«3 
9 
. 
2 
lp 
ENS E 
9 
fs 
e : 
r 
"X54 b 
T4 
oy 3 
2 D . 
3 
pe. | 
wp 
bs 
3 
Pp 
Wn 
4 7 
* bY 2 
N 
r 
ä "a 0 
1 
by * 
* 4 * * 
n : 
EN 
WEE 
88 
ae 
1 
=; 
= 
I 
2 4 
xt 
"350 
2 
; 
: 


151 ] | 
the Suburbs of Babylon, I was in- 
fornt'd, that not only the Queen, 
but Zadig too had privately 
left the Cont Whereupon I 
ran directly to Zadig*'s Houle, _ 
tho? I never ſat Eye on the Man 
in all my Life. There I found the 
Court - Marſhals of the grand 
Deſter bam, plundering, by Vir- 
tue of his Majeſty's Mandate, all 
his Effects, in the moſt loyal 
Manner. From thence I made the 
beſt of my Way to the Queen's 
Kitchin ; where, applying. my 
ſelf to the Steward of her 
Houſehold, and his inferior 
Officers; one of them told me 
ſhe was dead; another, that ſhe - 
was confin'd in Priſon ; a third, 
indeed, ſaid that ſhe had made ; 
her Eſcape by Flight; all in 
general, however, aſſur d me 
for my Comfort, that my 
Cheeſes would never be paid 
for. From thence I went, 2 


$5 "= 4 my 
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my Wife in my Hand, to Lord 
| Orcan's; who was another of 
my Court - Cuſtomers; of whom 
we begg'd for Shelter and Pro- 
tection: The Favour, I confeſs, 
was readily granted to my 
Wife; but as for my own Part, 
J was abſolutely rejected. She 
was fairer, Sir, than the faireſt 
Cheeſe I ever ſold; from whence 
E Gate all my Misfortunes ; and. 
the red that adorn'd her bluſn- 
ing Cheeks was ten Times more 
lively than any Tyrian Scarlet. 
And between you and I, Sir, that 
was the main Cauſe of my 
Wife's Reception, and my Diſ- 
grace. Whereupon I wrote a 
doleful Letter to my Wife, in 
all the Agonies of one in the 
deepeſt Deſpair: Tis very well, 
{aid ſhe, to the Meſſenger; I have 
ſome little Knowledge of the Man; 
have heard ſay no one ſells bet- 
ter Cream - Cheeſes than he does; 

rt FER © deſire 
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deſire him, next Time he 
comes, to bring a ſmall Parcel 
with him, and let him know, 
PIl take care he ſhall be 3 1 
i pad: 2: 

In the Height 4 my Mif- 
fortunes, 1 — to — 
Redreſs in a Court of E. 

I had but ſix Ounces o Gold 
left: Two whereof went for a 
Fee to my Counſellor; two to 
my Lawyer, wWwho took 
Cauſe in Hand, and the -othis 
two to the Judge s Clerk. Not- 
withſtanding what I had done, 

my Cauſe was not ſo much as 
commenc'd; and I had already 
diſburs'd more Money than all 
my Cheeſes. and my Wife with 
them were worth. I return'd 
therefore to my Native Habita- 
tion, with a full Reſolution to 
ſell it for the Ranſom of my 
Wife. b . 

1 little Cot, with the Aps 
ol H 5 purte- 
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purtenances, were worth about 


threeſcore Ounces of Gold: But 


as the Purchaſers found I was 


neceſſitous, and drove to my 


laſt Shifts; the firſt whom 
I apply'd to, offer'd me thirty 
Ounces ; the ſecond, twenty; 
and the third, but ten : Juſt as 
I had come to Terms of Ac- 
commodation with one of them, 
the Prince of Hyrcania came to 
Babylon, and — all before 
him. My little Cottage, with 
all its Furniture, was firſt 
plunder'd of all that was valu- 
able, and at laſt reduc'd to 
A 

Having thus loſt my Money, 
ny Wiſe, and my Houſe, I 
withdrew to this Deſart, where 
you ſee me. I have ſince en · 
ceavour'd to get my Bread by 
Fiſhing ; but the Fiſh, as well 
as all Mankind, deſert me. I 
farce catch one in a Day; I 
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am half ſtary'd; and had it not 
been for your unexpected Bene- 
volence and Generoſity, I had 
been at the Bottom of the River 
before this. 

TR long Detail of Particur 
lars, however, was not deliver'd 
without ſeveral Interruptions ; 
for, ſaid Zadig, with Abundance 
of Warmth and Confulign, 
Have you never heard, Sir, of 
what is become of the Queen 
Aſtarte ? No Sir, not I, ſaid 
the diſconſolate Fiſherman; but 
this I know, to my Sorrow, that 
neither the Queen, nor Zadig, 
ever paid me the leaſt: Confi- 
deration in "the World for my 
Cream Cheeſes; that my dear 
Spouſe is taken from me; and 
that J am drove to the very 
Brink of L Deſpair. I am verily 
Per ſuaded, ſaid Zadig, that you 
will not loſe all your Money. 
4 IP heard much. talk of that 


i fame 
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fame Zadig ; they ſay he is very 


Honeſt, and that if ever he re- 
turns to Babylon, as *tis to be 


hop'd he will, he'll diſcharge his 


Debts with Intereſt, like a Man 


of Honour. But, as for your 


Wife, who appears to me, to 
be no better than a Wag tail, 


never take the Trouble, if you'll 
take my Advice, t to hunt after 
her any more. Be rul'd, and 


make the beſt of your Way to 
Babylon, I ſhall be there before 
Jou, as I ſhall ride, and you will 
be on Foot. Make your Ap- 
plications to the illuſtrious Ca- 
dor; tell him you met his 
Friend upon the Road; and 
ſtay there ſtill T come. Ob- 
ſerve my Orders, and tis very 


probable it may turn out to ow 


— 80 

O puiſſant O bude, conti- 
nud he, you have made me, 
tis due; an men of 2 
a 1 ort 


1 
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fort to this poor Man; but what 
Friend will yo aſe: for me, 
to alleviate my Sorrows ? Havin 
utter'd this ſhort Expoſtulation, 
he gave the diſtreſt Fiſherman 
one full Moiety of all the Mo- 
ney he brought with him out of 
Arabia. The Fiſherman, thun- 
der- ſtruck, and tranſported with 
Joy at ſo unexpected a Bene- 
faction, kiſgd the Feet of Ca- 
dor's Friend, and cried out, ſure 
you are a Meſſenger of Heaven, 
ſent down to be my Saviour! 
In the mean Time, Zadig 
every now and then aſk'd him 
Queſtions, and wept as he aſd 
them. What! Sir, ſaid the Fi- 
ſherman, can you, who are ſo 
bountiful a Benefactor, be in 
Diſtreſs yourſelf ? Alas! ſaid- he, 
Friend, I am a hundred Times 
-more unhappy than thou art, 
But pray, Sir, - ſaid the 
Man, how can it poſſibly be, 
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that he, who is ſo laviſh of his 
Favours, ſhould be overwhelm'd 
with greater Misfortunes than 
the Man he fo generouſly re- 
lieves? Your. greateſt Uneaſi- 
'neſs, ſaid he, aroſe from the 
Narrowneſs of your Circum- 
ſtances; but mine proceeds from 
an internal, and much deeper 
Cauſe. Pray, Sir, ſaid the 
Fiſherman, has Orcan robb'd 
you of your Wife? This Inter- 
rogatory put Zadig in a Moment 
upon a Retroſpection of all his 
paſt Adventures. He reeollected 
the whole Series of his Misfor- 
tunes; commencing from that 
of the Eunuch 2 the Huntſ- 
man, to his Arrival at the Free- 
booter's Caſtle, Alas! ſaid he, 
to the Fiſherman, Orcan, tis 
true, deſerves ſeverely to be 
Ppuniſh'd : But for the Genera- 
lity, we find, ſuch worthleſs 
2 are the Favourites of 

For- 

- 
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Fortune. Be that, however, as 

it will, go as I bade you, to my 
WM Fried: Cador, and wait there 
till I come. They took their 
Leave; the Fiſherman bleſſing 
bis propitious Stars, and Zadig 
2X curling, every Step he went, the 
Hour he was born. 


E | AO02ATTRERTESSRTRANS 
3 CHAP. XV. 
The BASILISK. 


S Zadig was traverſing aver- 
dant Meadow, he perceiv*d 
— * young Female Syrians, in- 
tent on ſearching for ſomething 
very curious, that lay conceal'd; 
as they imagin'd, in + Graſs. 
He took the Freedom to ap- 
proach one of them, and aſk her, 
in the moſt courteous Manner, 
if he might have the Honour 
to aſſiſt her in her Reſearches, 
Have 


| 
| 
| 

1 
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Have a care, ſaid ſhe. What 


we are hunting after, Sir, is an 
Animal, that will not ſuffer it- 


ſelſ to be touch'd by a Man. 
Tis ſomewhat ſurprizing, ſaid 


Zadig. May I be ſo bold, pray, 


as to aſk you what you are in 
Purſuit after, that ſhuns the 


Touch of any Thing but the 


Hands of the Fair Sex. my = . 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, the Ba/ili/#: A 


Bot, Madam, hid he! And | 
pray, if you will be ſo good as 
to inform me, with what View, 


are you ſearching after a Creature 


ſo very difficult to be met with ? 


- *Tis; Sir, ſaid ſhe; for our Lord 
and Maſter Ogul, whoſe Caſtle, 


you ſee, 52 on the River- 
lide, at the Bottom of the Mea- 
dow. We are all his Vaſſals. 
Ogul, you muſt know, is in a 
very bad State of Health, and 
his firſt Phyſician has order'd 


— as a Specific, to eat a 


. | "OE 22 


[ 161 ] 

Bafiliſe, boibd in Roſe- water: 
And as that Animal is very hard 
to be catch'd, and will ſuffer no- 
thing to approach it, but one 
of our Sex, our dying Sovereign 
Ogul has promis'd to - honour” 
her, that ſhall be ſo happy as 
to catch it for him, ſo far as to 
make her his Conſort. The 
Caſe, being thus eircumſtan- 
tiated, Sir, I hope you will not 
interrupt me any longer, left 
my Rivals here in the Field 
ſhould urn to circumvent 
me: 5 
2 wa kde ed left * 9 
lian Ladies in Queſt of their ima- 

Booty, in order to purſue 
2 intended Journey. But as he 
came to the Banks of a Rivalet;: 
at the remoteſt part of the Meas. 
dow, he perceiv'd another young 
Lady, reclin'd on the Graſs, 
and entirely diſengag'd.' Hen 
Stature ſeemꝰd majeſtic, but her: 
at” Face 


& 
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Face was cover'd with a Vail; 
and her Eyes were fixt, as one 
at her Locking-glaſs, on the 
River. Every now and then a 
Sigh burſt out, as if her Heart 
were breaking. In her Hand 


ſhe held a little Wand or Rod, 
with which ſhe was tracing out 
ſome Characters on the dry 


Sand, that lay between the 
flow'ry Bank ſhe fat on, and the 


purling Current. Zadig's Cu- 


rioſity induc'd him, unperceiv'd, 
to obſerve her Operations at 
ſome Diſtance. But approach- 


ing nearer, and perceiving very 
diſtinctly the firſt Character to 
be an Z. the next an A. and the 
third a D. he ſtarted; but when 
he ſ the additional Capitals of 
J. and G. his Aſtoniſnment was 
too great for Words to expreſs. 
He ſtdꝭod for ſome Time per- 
feftly thunder- ſtruck, and as 
motionleſs as a Statue; At laſt, 
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in a ſoft, faultring Tone, he 
broke Silence : O- generous La- 
dy, faid he, forgive a Stranger, 
one overwhelm'd with Sorrows 
2 like yourſelf, if he aſks you, by 
= what amazing Accident he finds 
the Name of Zadig delineated 
by ſo angelick a Hand. Thus 
= unexpectedly interrupted; and 
at the Sound of thoſe Words, 
= the turn'd her Head; and with 
a trembling Hand, lifting up her 
Vail, ſhe eſpy'd Zadig himſelf. 
Upon which, ſhe ſhriek'd ; and 
as her Heart was flutter'd be- 
tween the two Extreams of 
FTranſport and Surprize, ſhe 
= fainted away, and gently dropp'd - 
into his Arms. „Twas, it ſeems 
Aftarte her ſelf; twas the Queen 
of Babylon; twas the very God- 
deſs whom Zadig ador d; *twas, 
in ſhort, the very identical La- 
dy, whoſe hard Fate he had fo 
long deplor d; and for whoſe 

ſake 


[ 164 } 
fake he had feltſo many agonizing 


Pains. For a few Minutes he 
ſtood ſpeechleſs, and depriv'd, 
as it were, of all his Senſes, whilſt 
his Eyes were fixt on his forte, 


who began to revive ; and caſt | 


a wiſhful Glance at him, attend- 


ed with ſome . Confuſion. O | 
ye immortal Powers, cried he, 
who preſide over the Deſtiny of 
us frail Mortals! Ve have re- 
ſtor'd me my Aſarte ; but alas! if 
at what a Conjuncture, in what 
a Place, and in what a State and 
Condition do I view her? He 


threw himſelf proſtrate on the 
Ground, and kiſs'd. the Duſt of 
her Feet. The Queen of Ba- 
Hlon rais' d him up, and oblig'd 


him to ſit by her on the flow'ry | 


Bank whereon ſhe was repos'd. 
Every now and then ſhe wip'd 
her Eyes, as the Tears erich d 
down afreſh her lovely Cheeks. 
Twenty times ſhe endeavour'd 
to 
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to renew her Diſcourſe ; but was 


interrupted by her Sighs ; the 
aſk*'d him over and over to re- 


late to her the Hardſhips he had 


ran thro? ſince their parting, and 
what Chance he came to tra- 


verſe that ſolitary Meadow ; but 


prevented him at the ſame Time 
from returning any Anſwer, by 


repeating Queſtion upon Que- 
ſtion. At laſt, ſhe gave him a 


I particular Detail of her own Mis- 


fortunes, and again requeſted to 
know his. Both of them, in 


0 —_ having, i in ſome Meafare, 


eas'd the Tu mult of- their 


; Souls Zadig, in a few Words, 


inform'd her of the Motives that 
brought him thither. | 
But tell me, O0 unfortunate; 


tho? ever-venerable Queen, how 
I came to find you out, reclin- 


ing on this verdant Bank, dreſs'd 


in this ſervile Habit, accompa- 


nied by other Female Slaves, 
who, 
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who, I find, have been all Day 


long in Queſt after a Baſil we 9 
which, as I underſtand, is by 
Order of a celebrated Phyſician, Y 
to be diffoly'd in Roſe-water, 

as a ſpecific Medicine for his : 


dying Patient. 
Whilſt they are buſy in their 


fruitleſs: Search, ſaid the beau- 4 
teous Aſtarte, III tell you the 4 
whole Series of Sorrows which 1 
have undengone ſince laſt we | 
and ſince Heav'n hs 
thus N bleſt my Eyes 
once more with the Sight of my 
dear Zadig, I'll no longer ex- 


claim againſt my impropitious 


Stars. 

You are not inſenſible, that 
the jealous King my Spouſe, was 
diſguſted to find you the moſt 
amiable of all Mortals, and 
that for no other Reaſon he 
determin'd to ſtrangle you, and 
poiſon me. Tou know very 


well | I 


—— — "Ty 
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| well too, that indulgent Heav'n 


| 1 | inſpir'd, as it were, my little 


Dwarf, with artful Means to 


give me timely Notice of the 


\ | raſh Reſolutions of the King, 
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my cruel Huſband. 


No ſooner had the faithful 
Cador oblig'd you to obey my 
Orders, and to fly the Court, 
but he ventur'd to enter my 
Apartment in the Dead of Night 


2 
2 
= 
x 
1 
"af 4 
oe = thro? A rivate Door. He 
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ſnatch'd me up, and convey'd 


me directly into the Temple of 
= Oroſmades, where the — Ma- 


gus, who was his Brother, lock*d 
me up in that auguſt and au- 
ful Statue, that ſtands erect upon 
the Pavement of the Temple, 
and Coloſſus- like, touches the 
lofty Ceiling with his Head. 


There I lay conceal'd, or rather 


buried for ſome Time; tho 


© taken all imaginable Care of, 


ceſſaries 
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ceſſaries of Life by that vene- 
rable, and loyal Prieſt. In the 
mean Time, his Apothecary ; 
enter d at Break of Day into my 


Apartment, with a. Potion in 


his Hand, compos'd of Opium, 
black Hein Aconite, and 
other Ingredients {till more bane- 
ful. Whilſt this mercenary Of- 
ficer of the King's Vengeance 
was thus employ d, another as 
inhuman as: himſelf, went to 


your Lodgings with the ſilken 


Cord. Both; however, were diſap- 
pointed, as both of us — 3 
Cador, very officious, flew to. the 
King, in order the more artfully 
to blind him; and in a feign'd 
Paſſion, raid. at us both, and 
charg'd us both as  perfidious 
Traitors. As for that Villain 
Zadig, ſaid he, he has taken his 
F light towards India; and your 
falſe, - ungrateful Conſort, Sire, 
n he, is fled to ** 
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The Guards were order'd that 


Moment to purſue us both. 
IT be Couriers, who flew: Sar 
me, knew nothing of me. I 


had never expos'd my Face un- 


veiPd to any one but your ſelf, 
and that too in the Preſence, 
and by the expreſs Order of my 
Royal Maſter. As they had no 
other Marks to iltinguilh me 
from others but my Stature, as 
it had been deſcrib'd, a young 
Lady, juſt of my Size, but in all 
Probability much more hand- 
ſome, preſented herſelf to their 
View, on the Frontiers of E- 


I Opt: She was found alone, and in 


a very diſconſolate Condit ion. 
This Lady muſt, doubtleſs, faid 
they to themſelves, be the Queen 
of Babylon: And. without lift- 
ning to her Complaints, con- 
vey'd her inſtantly to my Huf- 


band Moabdar. Tbeir groſs 


Bivtder: at firſt — his 


F to the _ Degree; but 


after 
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after he had view'd the Lady 
with an attentive Eye, he found 
ſhe was extremely pretty, and 
was - ſoon pacity'd. Her Name 
was Miſſouf. I have been ſince 
inform'd, that her Name in the 
Egyptian Language fignifies the 
Fair Coquet. And in Effect, ſhe 
was ſo : She had as much Art, 
however, as Caprice. For ſhe 
pleas'd the King of Kings: 
In ſhort, ſhe had ſuch an 
Aſcendancy over him, that he 
didn't ſcruple in publick to own 
her as his Wife, When ſhe had 
fecur'd him thus far in her Toils, 
ſhe never conceal'd her Power, 
but play'd the Part of a perfect 
Humouriſt. She indulg'd her- 
ſelf in every Whim that came 
in her Head, without Fear of 
being brow-beat. In the firſt 
Place, ſhe inſiſted that the Chicf 
Magus, who was. old and gouty, 
ſhould dance a Saraband before 
ey and upon —_— 


11711 
fuſal to comply with ſo prepo»- 
ſterous a Requeſt, ſne perſecuted 
him without Mercy: Nothing 
would ſerve her Turn, in the 
next Place, but his Majeſty's 
grand Maſter of the Horſe muſt 
make her a Minc'd-pye. The 
Gentleman took the Liberty to 
let her know, that he was na 
profeſs'd Cook ; a Tart, how- 
ever, he muſt make for her, and 
the got him turn'd out of his 
Place for being ſo monſtrouſly 
careleſs, as to burn one Corner 
of the Cruſt. Whereupon-:ſhe 
gave his Poſt to her favourite 
Dwarf, and made her Fop of 4 
Page the Keeper of his Majeſty's 
great Seal, and Confidence: Thus 
_ the reign'd. arbitrary, and Was 
the Female Tyrant of Babylon. 
All the World deplor'd the 
Loſs of me their former Queen. 
The King, who never ated the 
Part of a Tyrant, till the Mo- 

2 one 
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ment he would have impriſon'd 
me, and ſtrangled you, ſeem'd 
to have drown'd all his good 
Qualities in his Dotage on that 
capricious Enchantreſs. He 
came to the Temple on the ſo- 
lemn Feſtival of the ſacred Fire. 
I ſaw him proftrate on the Pave- 
ment before the Statue, wherein 
I vas 'enclos'd, imploring the 
Gods to ſhow'r down — 


choiceſt Bleſſings on his beau - 


teous Mou f. I, with an au- 
dible and diſtinct, but hollow 
Tone, addreſs'd my ſelf thus, 
like an Oracle, to the King of 


Kings, Te Gods reject theVows 


ef. a Monarch, tbat atts the Ty- 
rant oer his Subjects; One, who 
could think of murdering an inno- 


cent Wife ; and admit of a worth- 


Beſs Beauty to ſupply her Place. 
Moabdar was ſo ſtartled at this 
| ed Anfwer from the 
God he ador'd, that he was juſt 
gs r 


, 
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at the Point of Diſtraction. The 


IN Oracle that I had del iver'd, and 


the tyrannical Proceedings of his 
new 3 Miſſouf, were enough 
to deprive him of his Senſes. 
In ſhort, in a few Days he be- 
came a perfect Mad-man. Her 
Caprice, which ſeem'd a Judge- 
ment from above, portended a 
ſudden Revolution. His Sub- 
jects accordingly revolted, and 
were inſtantly up in Arms. Ba- 
bylon, that had ſo long indulg d 
herſelf in Indolence and Ex. 


became the Seat, or Theatre of 


a bloody Civil War. Where- 
upon I was taken from my mags 
nificent Priſon, the Bowels of 
his God, and ſet up at the Head 
of a very powerful Party. Your 
Friend Cador flew to Memphis 
in hopes to find you there, and 
bring you back to Babylon; The 
Prince of Hyrcania, hearing of 
theſe inteſtine Broils, return'd 

I 3 with. 


1 
with a powerful Army, in order 
to form a third Party, among 
the Babylonians. He attack'd 
the ' King, who fled with his 
fair, but fickle Egyptian before 
him. Moabdar, however, was 
10 cloſely purſu'd, that he dy'd 
of the Wounds he receiv'd in 
his Retreat. Mi ſſouf became the 
fair Victim of the Conqueror. 
As for my own Part, I had the 
Misfortune to be over-power'd 
likewiſe, and taken Priſoner by 
an Hyrcanian Party, who brought 
me into the Preſence of the young 
Prince, at the very Juncture 
when Miſſouf ſtood Cabins him. 
You'll ſmile, doubtleſs, when I 
tell you the Prince look'd upon 
me as the moſt amiable Captive 
of the two; but then, I pre- 
ſume you will be ſorry to hear, 
that my hard Fate doom'd me 
to be a Vaſſal in his Seraglio. 
He told me, in direct 3 
11 . at 


(It - 

that as ſoon as he had put an 
happy Iſſue to one Military 
Expedition, which would not, 
he flatter'd himſelf, be long un- 
executed, he would honour me 
with a Viſit. Judge the dread- 
ful Apprehenſions I was under, 
upon his making ſuch a peremp- 
tory Declaration. My Obliga- 
tions to Moabdar were all can- 
cell'd, and I was free to be the 
Bride of Zadig; but inſtead of 
that, I fell into the Toils of a 
Barbarian. I anſwer'd him with 
all the Reſentment becoming one 
of my high Character and un- 
ſpotted Virtue. I had always 
| Far ſay, that Heav'n beſtow'd 
on Perſons of my Rank, ſuch a 
peculiar Mark of Majeſty and 
Grandeur, that with a bare 
Word, or the Glance of an an- 
gry Eye, they could'bring down, 
and abaſe the Pride of thoſe au- 
dacious Creatures that durſt to 
I 4 thwart 
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thwart their Inclinations. I talk'd 
as big as a Queen; but I was 
treated like the moſt fervile Do- 
meſtic. The ſaucy Hyrcanian, 
without ſo much as vouchſafing 


me one ſingle Word, turn'd to 


his black Eunuch, and told him 
that I was very impertinent ; 
but yet he could not help think- 
ing I was very pretty. He gave 
him therefore particular Orders 
to take care of me, and put me 


under the fame Regimen, with 


reſpect to my Diet, as one of 
his Favourites, in order that I 
might recover my Colour, which 
was ſomewhat too languid; in a 
Word, that I might become wor- 
thy in a little Time of his Royal 
Favours, and be duely qualified 
to receive him, when he ſhould 
honour me ſo far as to fix the 
Day. I told him, I would die 
firſt: He replied, with a Sneer, 
that young Ladies, like me, 
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feldom Kkill'd - themſelves; and 


that they were made for Enjoy- 


ment; and then turn'd his. 
Heel, with as careleſs an Air, 
as a Man would part with his 
Paroquet, when he had ſhut her 
up cloſe in her gilded Cage. 
What a ſhocking State was I in 
for the firſt Queen of the Uni- 
verſe !! Nay, Ill ſay more, for 
a Heart that was wholly devoted 
to her Zadigl? 
At theſe endearing Words, 
Zadig threw himſelf at her Feet, 
and Path'd them with his Tears. 
Marte immediately rais'd him 
in the moſt courteous and en- 
ing Manner, and thus con- 


tinu'd her Narration. I too 


plainly perceiv'd, that I was ſub- 
ject to the Tyranny of a Bar. 


barian, and the Rival of a Co- 


quet, that was a Slave like n 
felf. She related to me all her 
paſt Adventures i in „ re From 
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the Deſcription ſhe gave of her 
Gallant, the Time and Place, the 


Dromedary he was mounted on, 
and from every other minute 
Circumſtance, I imagin'd it was 
your ſelf that play'd the Hero 
in her Favour. As I made no 
Doubt but that you reſided 
ſomewhere in Memphis, I deter- 
min'd to go thither my ſelf, 


but in Diſguiſe. Beauteous 


Miſſouf, ſaid I, you are of a 
much ſprightlier Diſpoſition than 
Tam; you will be able to amuſe 
the gay young Prince of Hyrca- 
nia a thouſand Times better than 
I ſhall. Find out ſome Way 
therefore for my Eſcape; by 
which you will be ſole Lady Re- 
gent. "Tm will oblige me to 
the lait Degree, by your friendly 
Aſſiſtance, and at the ſame Fime 
get rid of a Rival. Miſſouf, 
{cajoFd with the Hint) came 
into my Meaſures directly. She 


2 = took 


1179 1 
took care to ſend me packing 
forthwith, with no other Attend- 
ant than an old Egyptian Slave. 
No ſooner had I reach'd the 

88 of Arabia, but a noto-_ 
rious Free- booter, (one Arbogad 
by Name) pick'd me up, as I 
was ſtrolling along, and fold 
me to ſome Merchants, who 
convey'd me to yonder Caſtle, 
the magnificent Reſidence of the 

Emir Ogu!l. He purchas'd me 
at all Adventures, without en- 
quiring what, or who I was. He 
is a perfect Debauchee ; ; his ſole 
Delight lies in good Eating, 
Wine, and Women; and is one, 
ho i imagines, that the Almigh- 
ty ſent him into the World for 
no other Purpoſe but to gratify 
his unruly Appetites. He is 
exceſſively fat, and puffs and 
| blows every Moment, like 
one half choak' d. When he 
has gorg 4. himſelf lo unmer- 
Br „ __ cifully 


n 


FT? 
Jy he is ready to burſt, 
his chief Phyfician can perſuade 
him to take any Thing for his 
Relief; tho? he laughs at him, 
and deſpiſes his Advice when 
he's well and ſober. He has 
intimated to him, that at pre- 
ſent his Life's in Danger, and 
nothing will reſtore him but a 
|. Bafilife, boil'd in Roſe-Water. 
_ Whereupon the grand Ogul has 
1 promis d his laſt Favours to 
that Slave, whoever ſhe be, that 
ſhall be ſo fortunate as to catch a 
Baſiliſt, for him, ſince it ſeems 
they are ſo ſeldom to be met 
with. You fee I have others to 
ſtruggle for the Honour pro- 
| pos'd, and I never had a leſs In- 
1  clination to find out this Ba- 
= Aliſt than at preſent, ſince J have 
FRE once more met with my deareſt 
After this Declaration, A- 
Karte and Zadig renew'd with 

1 9 Warmth 


Da 


| t8x } 

ES Warmth the virtuous Affection 

which they had long conceiv'd 
for each other; and reciprocally 
utter; d all the tendereſt Expreſ- 
fions that Love in Diſtreſs could 
poſſibly deviſe. And the Gen, 
= who preſide over all the ſoft Paſ- 
Fons, wafted their mutual Vows 
of eternal Conſtancy and Truth 
to the Sphere of Venus. 
The whole Train of Slaves, 
after a long fruitleſs Search, at- 
tended on Ogul, to inform him 
that all their ſtricteſt Search was 
fruitleſs. Zadig defired that he 
might have the Honour to be 
introduc'd into his Preſence. 
Accordingly he was, and his 
Addreſs was to this or the like 
Effect. May immortal Health 
deſcend from Heaven' to pre- 
ferve a Ls, Sit, fo precious a 
Yours is. I am a Phyſician by 
Profeſſion. I flew' to your Pa- 
Jace, on the firſt News of the 


dangerous 
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dangerous Situation you were 
in, and have brought a Boj- 

liſt with me, diſtill'd in Roſe- 
Water. I can have no Hopes 
of the Honour of your Bed, in 
Caſe I ſucceed in my Applica- 
tion : All the Favour I requeſt, 
is, the Releaſe of one of your 
Babyloniſh Slaves, who has been 
in your Highneſs's Retinue for 
ſome Time. And I am willing 
to be your Bond-ſlave in her 
| Stead, if I fail of reſtoring the 
moſt illuſtrious and magnificent 


.Ogul to his prone State of 


Health. 

THe Propoſition was readily 
embrac'd. Aftarte was inſtantly 
diſcharg'd, and ſet out for Ba- 
bylon, with a proper Attendant, 
according to Zadig's Direction; 
aſſuring her that ſhe ſhould hear 
every Day, by a ſpecial Cou- 
Tier, of his Proceedings with his 
new Patient. The F arewel which 
they 


& | 
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they took of each other, was. 


very affectionate and tender, ex- 
preſſive of the ſtrongeſt Obliga- 
tions to each other. The Mo- 
ments of Meeting, and thoſe of 
Parting, are (as it is written in 


the ſacred Book of Zend) the 


two moſt remarkable Epochas of 
a Lover's Life. Zadig's repeated 
Proteſtations of Affection 25 the 
Queen were perfectly ſincere, 
and the pure Dictates of his 
Heart; and the Queen's Love 


for Zadig had made a deeper 


Impreſſion. on hers, than ſhe 
thought proper to diſcover. _ 

In the mean Time, Zadig, 
again addreſſing himſelf to Ogul, 


ſaid; my Baſiliſt, Sir, as others 


are, is not to be dreſt or eaten; 
but all its Virtues muſt pene- 
trate your whole Fabrick, thro” 
your Pores ; I have inclog'd my 
never- failing Sudorific in a Blad- 


| der , full-blown and carefully 


| cover'd | 


3 - 
cover'd with the ſofteſt Leather. 
You muſt kick this Bladder, Sir, 


once a Day about your Hall for 


a whole Hour together, with 
all the Vigour and Activity you 
poſſibly can. This Medicine 
muſt be repeated every Morn- 
ing, and PII attend the Opera- 
tion: Upon your due Obſer- 
vance of the Regimen I ſhall 
74 you under, I doubt not, 
ut with the Bleſſing of Heav'n 
on my honeſt Endeayours, I 
ſhall give you ample Demon- 
ſtration of my being an Adept 
in Phylick. Ogal, upon ma- 
king the firſt Experiment, was 
ready to expire for want of 
Breath, and thought he ſhould 
die with the Fatigue. Ihe ſe- 


cond Day did not prove altoge-- 


ther ſo irkſome, and he fl hep 
much better at Night. than 

had done before. In 2 our 
Doctor in about eight Days 
1 Time, 
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Time, perform'd an abſolute 
Cure. His Patient was as briſk, 
active and gay, as One in the 


Bloom of his Youth. 


Now, Sir, ſaid Zadig, I'll be: 
ingenuous with you, and diſcloſe 
to you the important Secret. 
You have play'd at Foot - ball 
theſe eight Days ſucceſſively; 
and you have liv'd all that 
Time, within the Bounds of 
FSobriety and Moderation. Know, 
Sir, that there is no fuck Ani- 
mal in Nature as a Baſiſt; 
that Health is to be ſecur'd by 
Temperance and Exerciſe; and 
that the Art of making Health 
conſiſtent with Luxury, is — 
gether as impracticable, and an 
Art, in all Reſpects, as idle — 
chimerical, as thoſe of the Phi- 
loſopher's Stone, judicial Aſtro- 
logy, or any other Reveries 
of the like airy and fantaſtic 


Nature. 


OguP 
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Oęuls Head-Phyſician, ap- 


prehenſive that this unexpected 


Cure, thus wrought by a 
Stranger, through ſuch an Anti- 
medicinal Preparation, might poſ- 
ſibly not only render himſelf the 


Object of Contempt in the Eye 


of his great Maſter, but caſt a 
Kind of Slur in general on his 
whole Fraternity , conven'd a 
Set of petty Doctors and Apo- 


thecaries, who were his Vaſſals, 
and entirely devoted to his In- 


tereſt, to find out ſome ſure 


Ways and Means to cut off in 


private his dreadful Rival; but 
whilſt their wicked Plot was 
hatching, Zadig receiv'd a Cou- 
rier from the Queen Aſtarte. 
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T\VHE Queen was receiv'd 


1 c Babylon with all the 


Tranſports of Joy that could 
oſſibly be expreſs'd for the 
afe Return of ſo illuſtrious 


and ſo beautiful a Perſonage, 


that had run thro' ſuch a long 
Series of Misfortunes. Babylon 


at that Time ſeem'd to be per- 
fectly ſerene and quiet. As for 
the young Prince of Myrcania, 
he was ſlain in Battle. The 


Babyloniaus, who were the 


Victors, declar'd that Aſtarte 


ſhould marry that Candidate for 
the Crown, who ſhould gain it 
by a fair and impartial Election. 
They were determin'd, that the 
moſt valuable: Poſt of Honour 
10 in 


1 
in the World, namely, that of 
being the Royal Conſort of A. 
ſtarte, and the Sovereign of 
Babylon, ſhould be the Reſult of 
Merit only; and not be pro- 
curd. by any Party-Factions or 
—— A ſolemn Oath 
was voluntarily taken by all 
Parties, that he who ſhould di- 
ſtinguiſn himſelf by his ſuperior 
Valour and Wiſdom, ſhould 
unanimouſly. be . 
the Sovereign - Elect. B Jil 
| We, ſpacious Lit, or Circus, 
was pitched upon, ſurrounded 
with commodious Seats, erected 
in an Amphitheatrical Manner, 
and richly embelliſh'd ſome 
few Leagues from the City. 
Thither the Combatants, or 
Champions were to repair, com- 
pleatly accoutred. Eaeh of them 
had a diſtinct Apartment to 
himſelf behind the Lifts, where 
no Soul could either ſee them, 
| | 100 
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or know who they were. _ They 


entitled to the Election: So that 
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were to enter the Liſts fo ur {e+ 
veral Times. | Thoſe. ho were 
{ſa happy as to conquer four 


| Competitors, were afterwards to 
| engage each other in ſingle 


Combat; in order that he wo 


ſhould remain Maſter of the 
Field ſhould be proclaim'd the 


; happy Victor. EPS 


Four Days afterwards, they 


were to meet again, accoutred 


as before, and to explain all ſuch 


Enigmas, or Riddles, as the 


Mag: ſhould think proper to 


propoſe. If their Queries ſhould 


ve too intricate and ext 
— them to reſolve, — 
to have Recourſe to the Lifts 
again, and after that, to freſh 
AEniomas, before they could be 


the Tournaments were to be con- 
tinu'd till One of the Candidates 
ſnould be twice a Victor, and 


ſhine 
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thine as conſpicuous, with re- 


ſpect to his internal Qualities, | 


as to his Dexterity and Addreſs 
in heroic Atchievements. The 
Queen, in the mean Time, was 
to be narrowly watch'd, and al. 
low'd only to be a Spectator of 
both their Amuſements, at ſome 
conſiderable Diſtance; and more- 
over, to be cover'd with a Vail: 


Nor was ſhe indulg'd ſo far a 


to ſpeak one ſingle Word to 
any Candidate whomſoever, in 
order to prevent the leaſt Jea- 
louſy or Suſpicion either of Par- 
tiality or Injuſtice. | 
Aftarie took care, by the 
Courier, 'to inform her Lover 


of all the Preliminary Articles 
abovemention'd, not doubting Þ 


but that he would exert both 
his Courage and Underſtanding 
for her Sake, beyond any of the 
other Competitors. 


Zadig accordingly ſet out = 
b | 4 
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Babylon, and beſought the God: 


deſs Venus, not only to fortify 
his Courage, but to illuminate 


his Mind with Wiſdom- on rhe 
important Occaſion. 


The Night-before! chriz hab 
tial Atchievements were to com 


mence, Zadig arrived upon the 
Banks of the Eupbrates. He 


inſcrib'd his Device amongſt 
the Liſt of Combatants; con- 
cealing, at the ſame Time, both 
his Perſon and Name, as the 
Laws of the Election required; 
_ ar withdrew to 
ded for him, that was provi- 
or him eee to his 


= who was juſt neui d 
to Babylon, having hunted all 
Egypt over to no Purpoſe, in 


| Hopes to find his Friend Zadis, 


brought a compleat ſet of Ar- 
mour into his Lodge, by ex- 
* Order from the * : 

She 
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She ſent him likewiſe One of 8 - 
the fineſt Horſes in all Perſia. | 
Zadig knew that theſe Preſents Mt 
could come from No- body but 


his dear Aſtarte, which re- 
doubled tis "Togo and his 


The next Morning he Queen 
thing ſeated e's a Canopy of WW 
State, enrick'd with precious 
Stones; and the Amphitheatre: WW 
being; crowded with Gentlemen 
and Ladies of all Ranks and 
Conditions from Babylon; the 

— Competitors made their perſonal 
one] in the Circus: Each 

them went up to the grand 
Magus, and laid down his 
ticular Device at his Feet. The 
Devices were drawn by Lot: 

That of Zadig was the hft. 
The firſt that advanc'd was a 
Grandee, one Nalod by Name, 

_ immenſely rich, indeed, and 
— 4 5 hangheys but no ways 


COura- 
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Merit couldn't fail of being 
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couragious 3 exceedingly awk-" 


ward, and a Man of no Co 
Parts. The Sycophants that 


hover'd round about him flat- 


ter'd him, that a Man of his 


King: He imperiouſly - replied, 
One of my Merit muſt be. 
King : Whereupon he was arm'd: 
Cap- a- pee. His Armour was 
made of pure Gold, .enamell'd 


with Green. The Houſings of. 


his Saddle were green, and his 
Lance embelliſh'd with green 
Ribbands, Every One was ſen- 
ſible, at -farft Sight, by Tobad's 
Manner of managing his Horſe, 
that he was nor the Man whom 
Heav'n had pitch'd upon to 
ſway the Babyloniſh Scepter. 
The firſt Combatant that tilted 
with him, threw.him out of the 
Saddle; the ſecond flung him 
quite over the Crupper, and laid 
lun 0 on the Ground, 

K With 
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with his Heels quiv'ring in the 
Air. Jtobad, tis true, re- 
mounted, but with ſo ill a 
Grace, that an univerſal Laugh 
went round the Amphitheatre. 
The third, diſdaining to uſe 
his Lance, made only a Feint 
at him: Then catch'd hold 
of his Right Leg, and whirl- 
ing him round, threw him flat 
upon the Sand. The Eſquires, 
who were the Attendants, ran 
to his Aſſiſtance, and with a 
Sneer remounted him. The 
Fourth Combatant catch'd hold 
of his Left Leg, and unhors'd 
him again. He was convey'd 
thro* the hiſſing Multitude to 
his Lodge, where, according to | 
the Law in that Caſe provided, 
he was to pals the Night. And 
as he hobbled along, ſaid he, 
to the Eſquires, what a ſad Miſ- 
fortune is this to One of my Birth 
and Character | 

2 5 T he 
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The other Champions play'd' 
their Parts much better; and 
all came off with Credit. Some 
conquer'd two of their Antago- 
niſts, and others were ſo far 
ſucceſsful as to get the better 
of three. None of them, ho -- 
ever, except Prince Hottam, 
vanquiſh'd four. Zadig, at laſt, 
enter'd the Lifts, and diſ- 
mounted all: his four Opponents, 
one after the other, with the 
utmoſt Eaſe, and with ſuch an 
Air and Grace, as gain'd him 
univerſal Applauſe. As the 
Caſe ſtood thus, Zadig and Hot 
tam were to cloſe the Day's En- 
tertainment in a. fingle Combat. 
The Armour of the latter was 
of a blue Colour mixt with 


Gold, and the Houſings of his 


Saddle were of the ſame. Thoſe 

of the former white as Snow. 

The A _— divided in 
K 2 2 = 
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blue was the Favourite of ſome 


of the Ladies; and others again 


were Admirers of the Cavalier 
in white. The Queen, whoſe 
Heart was in a perfect Palpita- 
tion, put up her ſecret Prayers 
to Venus to aſſiſt her 2 
Her. =: 

The two Chas W 
their Paſſes and their Volta IE 


with the utmoſt Dexterity and Ad- 
dreſs, and keeping firm in their 


Saddles, gave each other ſuch 
Rebuffs Wich their Lances, that 
all the Spectators (the Queen 


only excepted). wiſn'd for two 
Kings of Babylon. At laſt, 
their Horſes being tired, and 
both their Lances broke, Zadig 


made uſe of the following Stra- 
tagem, which his Antagoniſt 
wasn't any ways appriz'd of. 


He got :artfully behind him, 


and ſhooting * a Spring on 
_ Horſes — graſp'd 


. him 
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him cloſe, threw him headlong 
on the Sand, then jumpꝰ'd into 
his Seat, and wheel'd round 
Prince Hottam, while he lay 
ſprawling on the Ground. All 
the Spectators in general, with 
loud Acclamations, cried out, 
Victory! Victory! in favour of 
the Champion in white. Hot- 
tam, incens'd to the laſt De- 
gree, got up, and drew his 
Sword. Zadig ſprang from his 
Horſe with his Sabre in his 
Hand. Now, behold the two 
Chieftains upon their Legs, com- 
mencing a new Trial of Skill! 
where they ſeem'd to get the 
better of each other alternately; 
for both were ſtrong, and both 
were active. The Feathers of 
their Helmets, the Studs of their 
Bracelets, their Coats of Mail, 
flew about in Pieces, thro? the 
dry Blows which they a thous 
_ Times repeated. They 
1 ' ſtruck 


4 
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ſtruck at each other ſometimes 
with the Edge of their Swords, 
at other Times they puſh'd, as 
Oecaſion offer*d.: Now on the 
Right, then on the Left ; now 
on the Head, then at the 
Breaſt ; they retreated ; they ad- 
vanc'd; they kept at a Dittance ; 
they clog'd again; they graſp'd 
each other, turning and twiſting 
like two Serpents, and engag'd 
each other as fiercely as two 
Libyan Lions fighting for their 
Prey: Their Swords ſtruck Fire 
almoſt at every Blow. At laſt, 
Zadig, in order to recover his 
Breath, for a Moment or two 
fteod ſtill, and afterwards, 
making a Feint at the Prince, 
threw him on his Back, and 
diſarm'd him. Hettam, there- 
upon, cried out, O thou Knight 
of the white Armour?! *Tis you 
only are deſtin'd to be the King 


” 5 * Queen was 
; Per- 


* 


ER, 
perfectly tranſported. The two 
Champions were reconducted to 
their ſeparate Lodges, | as- the 
others had been before them, in 
Conformity to the Laws pre- 
{crib'd. Several Mutes were 
order'd to wait on the Cham- 
pions, and carry them ſome 
proper Refreſhment. We'll leave 
the Reader to judge whether the 
Queen's Dwarf was not appointed 
to wait on Zadig on this happy 
Occaſion. After Supper the 
Mutes withdrew, and left the 
Combatants to reſt their wearied 
_ Limbs till the next Morning; 
at which Time the Victor was 
to produce his Device, before 
the Grand Magus, in order to 
confer Notes, and diſcover the 
Hero whoever he might be. 
Zadig ſlept very found, not- 


withſtanding his amorous Res © —_ 
gard for the Queen, being pers 


tectly fatigu*d. Nabod, who lay 
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in the Lodge contiguous to his, 
could not once cloſe his Eyes 
for Vexation. He got up there- 
fore in the Dead of the Night, 
ſole imperceptibly into Zadig's 
Apartment, took his white Ar- 
mour and Device away with 
him, and. ſubſtituted his green 
One in its Place. 

As ſoon as the Day began to 
Fame he repair d, with a ſeem- 
ingly. undaunted Courage, to 
the Grand Magus, to inform 
him, that he was the mighty 
| Hero, the happy Victor. With- 
out the leaſt Heſitation, he 
gain'd his Point, and was pro- 
claim*d Victor before Zadig was 
awake. Aſtarie, aſtoniſn'd at 
this unexpected Diſappointment, 
return'd with a Heart over- 
Wwhelm' d with Deſpair, to the 
Court of Babylon. Almoſt all 
the Spectators were mov'd off 
from the e before 
2— * Za- 
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Zadig wak d: He hunted for 

his Arms; but could find no- 
thing but thoſe in green. He 
was oblig d, tho' ſorely againſt; 
his Will, to put it on, having 
nothing elſe in his Lodge to 
appear in: Confounded, and 
big with Reſentment, he. dreſt 
himſelf, and made his perſonal 
Appearance in that deſpicable. 
Equipage. The Populace that 
were left behind in the Circus, 
hiſs'd him every Step he took ; 
they made a Ring about him, 
and treated him with all the 
Marks of Ignominy and Con- 
tempt. The moſt cowardly 
Wretch breathing was never ſure 
fo ſweated, or hunted down as 
poor Zadig ! He grew quite out 
of Patience at laſt, and cut his 
Way thro' the inſulting Mob, 

with his Rival” s Sabre; but bs 
did not know what Meaſures: to 
"Wi K 5 
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purſue, or how to rectify ſo 
groſs a Miſtake. It was not in 
his- Power to have a Sight of 
the Queen 3 he could never re- 
cover the white Armour again 
which ſhe had ſent him; That 
was the Compromiſe, or the 
Engagement, to which the 
Combatants had all unanimouſly 
: Thus, as he was on the 
one Hand , plung'd in an A- 
yis of Sorrow z fo on the 
other, he was almoſt drove di- 
ſtracted with Vexation and Re- 
fentment. He withdrew there- 
fore, in a ſolitary Mood, to the 
Banks of the Euphrates, now 
fully perſuaded, that his impro- 
Pitious Star had ſhed its moſt 
- baleful Influence on him, and 
that his Misfortunes were irre- 
trievable, revolving in his Mind, 
all his Diſappointments from his 
feſt Adventure vith the OO 
; * 


[ 203 ] 

Coquet, who had entertain di an 
utter Averſion to a blind Eye, 
down to. his: late Loſs of his 
white Armour. See] , ſaid. he, 
the fatal Conſequence of being a 
Augen, Had 1 been more III more 
vigllant, I had been King ak 
Babylon; but what is more, I 
had been une; in the Em- 
braces of m deateſt Afarte. 
All the — ge of Books or 
Mankind 3 all = perſonal Var 
Jour that J can | boaſt. of, has 
only prov'd an Aggrayation. of 
my Sorrows. He carried the 
Point ſo far at laſt, as to mur- 
mur at the unequal Diſpenſa- 
tions of Divine Providence; and 
was tempted to believe, that all 
Occurrences were govern'd by 
a malignant Deſtiny, which ne- 
ver fail d to oppreſs the Virtuous, 
and always crown'd the Actions 
of ſuch Villains as the green 


K 6 Knight, 
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Knight, with uncommon Suc- 
ceſs. In one of his frantick 


Fi its,” he put on the green Ar- 
mour, that had created him 
ſuch a World of Diſgrace. A 
Merchant happening to paſs by, 
he fold it to him for a Trifle, 
and took in Exchange nothing 
more than a Mantle, and a 
Cap. In this Diſguiſe, he took 
a ſolitary Walk along the Banks 
of the Euphrates, every Minute 
reflecting in his Mind on the 
Partial Proceedings of Provi- 
dence, which never ceas'd to 
rent him, 
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MASAI up 


CHAP, ME 5 
We HERMIT. 


XS Zadig was travelling a- 
long, he met with a 
Hermit, whoſe grey and  vene- 
rable Beard deſcended to his 
Girdle. He had in his Hand a 
little Book, on which his 1 os 
were fix d. Zadig threw H 
ſelf in his Way, and made 1 50 
a profound Bow. The Hermit 
return'd the Compliment with 
ſuch an Air of Majeſty and Be- 
nevolence, that Zadig's Curio- 
ſity prompted him to converſe 
with ſo agreeable a Stranger. 
Pray, Sir, faid he, what may be 
the Contents of the Treatiſe you 
are reading with ſuch Atten- 
tion. *Tis call'd, ſaid the Her- 
mit, the Book of Fate ; will you 
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pleaſe to look at it. He put 
the Book into the Hands of 
Zadig, who, tho he was a per- 
fect Maſter of ſeveral Lan- 
guages, couldn't decypher one 
ſingle Character. This rais'd 
his Curioſity ſtill higher. You 
ſeem dejected, ſaid the good 
Father to him. Alas! I have 
Cauſe enough, faid Zadig. If 
you'll permit me to accompany 
you, faid the old Hermit, per- 
haps I may be of ſome Service 
to you. I have ſometimes in- 
ſtill d Sentiments of Conſolation 
into the Minds of the Afflicted. 
Zadig had a ſecret Regard for 
the Air of the old Man, for his 
Beard, and his Book. He 
found, by converſing with him, 
that he was. the moft learned 
Perſon he had ever met with. The 
Hermit harangu'd on Deſtiny, 
Juſtice, Morality, the ſovereign 
5 che Frailty of Nature; 


ON 
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Flow of Words, that Zadig Was| 
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on Virtue and Vice, in 122 
lively Manner, and in A | 


attach'd to him by an invincble . 
Charm. He begg'd carr 
that he would favour him with 
his Company to Babylon. That 
Favour I was going to afk my 
ſelf, ſaid the old Man. Swear 


to me by Oroſmades, that you l 


won't leave me, for ſome Days. 
at leaſt, let me do what I Pleaſe. 
Zadig took the Oath: requir'd, 
and both purſu'd their Journey. 
The two Travellers arriv'd | 
that Evening at a ſuperb Caftle. 
The — begg d for an ho- 
ſpitable Reception of himſelf 
and his young Comrade. The 
Porter, whom any One might 
have taken for ſome Grandee, 
let them in, but with a nd 
of Coldneſs and Contempt. 


However, he conducted them 


to 10 Bae, who went 
with 


[>] 


wid? them thro” every rich A- 
partment of his Maſter's Houſe, 
They were ſeated at Supper af- 


terwards at the lower End, in- 
deed, of the Table, and white 
they were taken little or no No- 


tice of by the Hoſt; but they 


were ſerv'd with as much De- 
licacy and Profuſion, as any of 


the other Gueſts. When they 


aroſe from Table, they waſh'd 


their Hands in-a Golden Baſon 


ſet with Emeralds, and other 


coſtly Stones. When 'twas Time 


to go to Reſt, they were con- 


ducted into a Bed- chamber 


fichly furniſh'd; and the next 
Morning two Pieces of Gold were 
preſented to him for their mu- 
tual Service, by a Valet in wait- 
ing; a and then they were diſmiſs'd. 
The Proprietor of this Caſtle, 
faid Zadig, as they were upon 
the Road, ſeems to me to be a 
mY hof pitable Gentleman; tho 
ſome- 
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ſomewhat too haughty indeed; 
and too imperious : The Words 
were no ſooner ' out of his 
Mouth, but he perceiv'd that 


the Pocket of his Comrade's 
Garment, tho* very large, was 


fwelPd, and greatly extended: 


He foan ſaw what was the Cauſe, 
and that he had clandeſtinely 
brought off the Golden Laver. 
He gurl. not immediately take 
Notice of the Fact; but was 
ready to ſink at the very 
Thoughts on't. . About, Noon, 
the Hermit rapp'd at a petty: 
Cottage with his Staff, the beg- 
garly Reſidence of an old, rich 
Miſer. He deſir'd that he and. 
his Companion might | refreſh 
themſelves there for a few 
Hours. An old, ſhabby Do- 
meſtick let them in indeed, but 


ä — — 
1 


with viſible Reluctance, and 


carried them into the Stable, 
where all their Fare was a few, 


«fr thy; muſty 
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muſty Olives, and a Draught or 
two of ſower ſmall Beer. The 
Hermit ſeem'd as content with 
his Repaſt, as he was the Night 
before. At laſt, riſing off from 
his Seat, he paid his Compli- 
ments to the old Valet (who had 
as watchful an Eye over them 
all the Time, as if they had 
been a Brace of Thieves, and 
intimated every now and then 
that he fear d they would be be- 
nighted) and gave him the two 


Pieces of Gold, he had but juſt 


received that Morning, as a 


Token of his Gratitude for his 


coutteous Entertainment. He 
added moreover, I would wil- 


lingly ſpeak one Word with 
your Maſter before 1 go. The 


Valet, thunder-ſtruck at his un- 
expected Gratuity , comply'd 


with his Requeſt : Moſt hoſpi- 
table Sir, ſaid the Hermit, I 
couldn't go away without re- 
* turn- 
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turning you my grateful Ac: 
knowledgments for the frien 


Reception we have met wit 


this Afternoon. Be pleas d to 
accept this Golden Baſon as a 
ſmall Token of my Gratitude 
and Eſteem. The Miſer ſtarted, 
and was ready to fall down 
backwards at the Sight of 16 
valuable a Preſent. - The Her- 
mit gave him no Time to re- 
cover out of his Surpriſe, but 
march'd off that Moment with 
his young Comrade. Father, 
faid Zadig, What is all this that 
I have fon? You: ſeem to me 
to act in a quite different Man- 
ner from the Generality of Man- 
kind. You plunder One: who 
entertain d you with all the 
Pomp and Profuſion in the 
World, to enrich a covetous, 
ſordid Wretch, who treated you 


| in oy moſt —— Manner. 
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Grandee, who receives Viſits 
of Strangers, with no other 
View than to gratify his Pride, 
and to raiſe their Aſtoniſnment 
at the Furniture of his Palace, 
will henceforward learn to be 
wiſer; and the Miſer to be 
more liberal for the Time to 
come. Don't be ſurpris'd, but 
follow. me. Zadig was at a 
ſtand at preſent; and couldn't 
well determine whether his Com- 
panion was a Man of greater 
Wiſdom than ordinary, or a 
Mad-man. But the Hermit aſ- 
ſum'd ſuch an Aſcendency over 
him, excluſive of the Oath he 
had taken, that he couldn't tell 
how to leave him. At Night 
they came to a Houſe very 
commodiouſly built, but neat 
and plain where nothing Was 
_ wanting, - and yet nothing pro- 


fuſe. The Maſter was a Philo- 


ſopher, that had retir'd from the 
e | buſy 
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buſy World, in order to live in 
Peace, and form his Mind to 
Virtue. - He was pleas'd to 
build this little Box or the Re- 
ception of Strangers, in a hand- 
ſome Manner, but without O- 
ſentation. He came in Perſon 
to meet them at the Door, and 
for a Time, advis'd them to 
ſit down and reſt themſelves 
in a commodious Apartment. 
After ſome Reſpite, he invi- 
ted them to a frugal, yet ele- 
gant Repaſt; during which, he 
talk d very intelligently about 
the late Revolutions in Babylon. 
He ſeem'd entirely to be in the 
Queen's Intereſt, and heartily 
wiſh'd that Zadig had entred the 
Liſts for the regal Prize: But 
Babylon, ſaid he, don't deſerve 
a King of ſo much Merit. A 
modeſt Bluſh appear'd . in Za- 
dig's Face at this unexpected 
Compliment, which innocently. 
n Eo Ag gra- 
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yated his Misfortunes. It was 
_ on all Hands, that the 
Affairs of this World took. fome- 
times à quite different Turn 
from what the wiſeſt Patriots 
would wiſn them. The Her- 
mit replied, the Ways of Pro- 
vidence are often very intricate 
and obſcure, and Men were much 
to blame for caſting Reflections 
on the Conduct of the Whole, 
upon the bare Inſpection of the 


minuteſt Part. 


The next Topick they entred 
upon was the Paſſions. Alas! ſaid 
Zadig, how fatal in their Conſe- 
quences! However, ſaid the 
Hermit, they .are the Winds 
that ſwell the Sail of the Veſſel. 
Sometimes, tis true, they over- 
ſet it; but there is no ſuch 
Thing as ſailing without them. 
Phlegm, indeed, makes Men 
peeviſh and ſick; but then there 
is no AGE without: it. Tho! 


every 
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every Thing here below 
dangerous, yet All - 

In the next Place, their Diſ- 
icourſe turn'd on ſenſual Pleg- 
ſures; and the Hermit demon- 
ſtrated, that they were the Gifts 
of Heaven; for, ſaid he, Man 
cannot beſtow either Senſations 
or Ideas on himſelf; he receives. 
them all; his Pain and Pleaſure, 
as well as his Being, Proceod 
from a ſuperior Cauſe. 

Zadig ſtood aftoniſh'd , to 
think how a Man that had com- 
mitted ſuch vile Actions, could 
argue ſo well on ſuch Moral 
Topicks. At the proper TOR 
after an Entertainment, not only 


inſtructive, but ev'ry way a- 


greeable, their Hoſt conducted 
them to their Bed-chamber, 
thanking Heaven for direCting 
two ſuch polite and virtuous 
Strangers to his Houſe. He - 
ofter'd them at the ſame Time 
ſome 
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fome Silver, to defray their 
Expences on the Road; but 
with ſuch an Air of Reſpect and 
Benevolence, that *twas impoſ- 
fible to give the leaſt Diſguſt. 
The Hermit, however, . refus'd 
it, and took his leave, as he 
propos'd to ſet forward for Ba- 
bylon by Break of Day. Their 
Parting was very affectionate and 
friendly; Zadig, in particular, 
expreſs'd a more than common 
Regard for a Man of ſo amiable 
a Behaviour. When the Hermit 
and he were alone, and prepa- 
ring for Bed, they talk'd long 
in Praiſe of their new Hoſt. 
As ſoon as Day-light appear'd, 
the old Hermit wak'd his young 
Comrade. *Tis Time to be 
gone, ſaid he; but as all the 
Houſe are faſt aſleep, I'Il leave 
a Token behind me of my Re- 
ſpect and Affection for the 
Maſter of it. No ſooner * 
e 
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the Words out of his Mouth, but 


he ſtruck a Light, kindled 
a Torch, and ſet the Building in 
a Flame: Zadig, in the utmoſt 
Confuſion, ſhriek'd out, and 


would, if poſſible, have prevent- 


ed him from being guilty of 
ſuch a monſtrous Act — Ingra- 
titude. The Hermit dragg'd 


him away, by a ſuperior Force. 


The Houſe was ſoon in a Blaze: 
When they had got at a conve- 
nient Diſtance, the Hermit, with 
an amazing Sedateneſs, turn'd. 


back and ſurvey*d the deſtructive 


Flames. Behold, ſaid he, our 


fortunate F riend | In the Ruins, 
he will find an immenſe Trea- 
ſure, that will enable him, from 
henceforth, to exert his Benefi- 
cence, and render his Virtues. 
more and more conſpicuous. 
Zadig, tho' aſtoniſh'd to the laſt 
Degree, attended him to their 
laſt Stage, which was to the 

as - Cottage 
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Cottage of a very-virtuous and 
well-diſpos'd Widow, who had 
a Nephew of about fourteen 
Years of Age. He was a hope- 
ful Youth, and the Darling of 
her Heart. She entertain'd her 
two Gueſts with the beſt Provi- 
fions her little Houſe afforded. 
In the Morning ſhe order'd her 
Nephew to attend them to an 
adjacent Bridge, 'which, having 
been broken down ſome few 
Days before, render'd the Paſ- 
ſage dangerous to Strangers. 
The Lad, being very atten- 
tive to wait on them, went for- 
moſt, When they were got 
upon the Bridge; come hither, 
my pretty Boy, ſaid the Her- 
mit, I muſt give your Aunt 
ſome ſmall Token of my Re- 
ſpect for her laſt Night's Fa- 
vours. Upon that, he twiſted 
his Fingers in the Hair of his 
. Head, 
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calmly, into the River. Down 
went the little Lad ; he came 
up once again to the Surface of 
the Water ; but was ſoon loſt in 
the rapid Stream. O thou Mon- 
ſter! thou worſt of Villains, 
cry d Zadig! Didn't you pro- 
miſe, ſaid the Hermit, to view 
my Conduct with Patience? 
Know then, that had that Boy 
liv'd but one Year longer, he 
would have murder'd. his Foſter - 
Mother. Who told you ſo, you 1% 
barharous Wretch, ſaid Zadig : f 
And when did you read that in- 1 
human Event in your Black- T3 
| Bock of Fate? Who gave you TH 
Permiſſion pray, to drown ſo .' 2 
innocent a Youth, AP ne- = 
ver .diſoblig'd you? 1 
No ſooner had our you _— 
eie ceas'd his ſevere Re- TY 
flections, but he perceiv*d that the 
old 5 s long Beard grew 

| L 2 ſhorter 
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ſhorter and ſhorter; that the 
Furrows in his Face began 


to fill up, and that his Cheeks 


glow'd with a Roſe- coloured 
Red, as if he had been in the 
Bloom of Fifteen. His Mantle 
was vaniſh'd at once; and on 
his Shoulders, which were before 
cover'd, appear d four angelic 
Wings, each refulgent as the 
Sun. O thou Meſſenger of 
Heaven! O thou angelic Form! 
cry'd Zadig, and fell proſtrate 
at his Feet; thou art deſcended 
from the Empireum, I find, to 
inſtruct ſuch a poor frail Mortal 
as I am, how to ſubmit to the 
Myſteries of Fate. Mankind 
in general, ſaid, the Angel Fe/- 
rad, judge of the Whole, by 
only viewing the hither Link 
of the Chain. Thou, of all the 


human Race, waſt the only Man 


that deſerv'd to have thy Mind 


enlighten d. Zadig, begg d 


Leave 
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Leave to ſpeak. I am ſome- 
what diffident of myſelf, *tis 
true; but may I preſume, Sir, 
to beg the Solution of one Scru- 
ple? Would it not have been 
better to have chaſtiz'd the Lad, 
and by that Means reform'd 
him, than to have cut him off 
thus unprepar'd in a Moment. 
Feſrad, replied, had he been vir- 
tuous, and had he liv'd, *twas 
his Fate not only to be mur- 
der'd himſelf, but his Wife, 
whom he would afterwards have 
married, and the little Infant, 
that was to have been the Pledge 
of their mutual Affection. Is it 
neceſſary then, venerable Guide, 
that there ſhould be Wicked- 
neſs and Misfortunes in the 
World, and that thoſe Misfor- 
tunes ſhould fall with Weight 
on the Heads of the Righteous ? 
The Wicked, replied Jeſrad, are 
* unhappy. Misfortunes are 
L 3 in- 
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intended only as a 'Touch-ſtone, 
to try a {mall Number of the 
Juſt, who are thinly ſcatter'd 
about this terreſtrial Globe: Be- 
fides, there is no Evil under the 
Sun, but ſome Good proceeds 
from it: But, ſaid Zadig, Sup- 
poſe the World was all Good- 
neſs, and there was no ſuch Thing 
in Nature as Evil. Then, that 
World of yours, ſaid Jeſrad, 
would be another World; the 
Chain of Events would be ano- 
ther Wiſdom ; and that other 
Order, which would be perfect, 
muſt of Neceſſity be the ever- 
luaſting Reſidence of the ſupreme 
Being, whom no Evil can ap- 
proach. That great and firſt 


Cauſe has created an infinite 
Number of Worlds, and no two 
of them alike. This vaſt Va- 
riety is an Attribute of his Om- 
nipotence. There are not two 
. on e throu _ 
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the Univerſe, nor any two Globes 
of Light amongſt the Myriad 
of Stars that deck the infinite 
Expanſe of Heaven, which are 
perfectly alike. And whatever 
you ſee on that ſmall Atom of 
Earth, whereof you are a Na- 
tive, muſt exiſt in the Place, and 
at the Time appointed, according 
to the immutable” Decrees of 
him who comprehends the 


Whole. Mankind imagine, that 


the Lad, whom I plung'd into 
the River, was drown'd by 
Chance; and that our generous 
Benefa&or's Houſe was reduc*d 


to Aſhes by the fame Chance; but 


know, there is no ſuch Thing 
as Chance, all Misfortunes are 
intended, either as ſevere Trials, 
Judgments, or Rewards; and are 


the Reſult of Foreknowledge. 


Vou remember, Sir, the poor Fiſh- 
erman in Deſpair, that thought 


hi mſelf the moſt unhappy Mor- 
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tal breathing. The great Ora/- 
mades, ſent you to amend his 
Situation. Frail Mortal ! Ceaſe 
to contend with what you ought 
to adore. But, ſaid Zadig — 
whilſt the Sound of the Word 
Bor dwelt upon his Tongue, 
the Angel took his Flight to- 
wards the tenth Sphere. Zadig 
ſunk down upon his Knees, and 
acknowledg'danover-ruling Pro- 
vidence with all the Marks of 
the profoundeſt Submiſſion. The 

Angel, as he was ſoaring to- 
wards the Clouds, cried out in 
diſtinct Accents; Make thy Way 
towards Babylon. 
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GHSSEDIIIO III Gut 


| CHAP. XVIII. 
The ZENIGMAS, or Ripon 


FADI G, as one beſide him- 
ſelf, and perfectly thunder- 
An beat his March at ran- 
dom. He entred, however, into 
the City of Babylon, on that 
very Day, when thoſe Comba- 
tants who had been before en- 
ag*d in the Liſt or Circus, were 
already aſſembled in the ſpacious 
Outer-Court of the Palace, in 


order to ſolve the Rnigmas, 


and give the wiſeſt Anſwers they 
could to ſuch Queſtions, as the 
Grand Magus ſhould propoſe. 
All the Parties concern'd were 
preſent, except the Knight of 
the Green Armour. No ſooner 
had Zadig made his Appearance 
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in the City, but the Populace 
flock*d round about him: No Eye 
was ſatisfied with gazing at him: 
All in general were lavith of their 
Praiſes, and in their Hearts 
wiſh'd him their Sovereign, ex- 
cept the envious Man, who as 
he paſs'd by, fetch'd a deep 
Sigh, and turn'd his Head a- 
fide. The Populace with loud 
Acclamations attended him to 
the Palace-Gate. The Queen, 
who had heard of his Arrival, 
was in the utmoſt Agony, be- 
tween Hope and Deſpair. Her 
Vexation had almoſt brought her 
to Death's Door ; ſhe couldn't 
conceive why Zadig ſhould appear 
without his Accoutrements, nor 
imagine which Way {bad could 
procure the ſnow-white Armour. 
At the Sight of Zadig a confus'd 
Murmur ran thro' the whole 
Place. Every Eye was ſurpriz'd, 
tho* charm'd at the ſame Time 

| to 
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to ſee him again: But then 
none were to be admitted into 
the Aſſembly-Room except the | 


Knights. 
I have fought as ſueceſsfully 
as any one of them all, ſaid Za- 
dig; tho' another appears clad in 
my Armour; but in the mean 
Time, before I can poſſibly 
prove my Aſſertion, I inſiſt 271 
being admitted into Court, in 
order to give my Solutions to 
ſuch Enigmas as ſhall be pro- 
d. I was put to the Vote. 
As the Reputation of his being 
a Man of the ſtricteſt Honour 
and Veracity was ſo ſtrongly 
imprinted on their Minds, 
the Motion of his Admittance 
was carried in the Affirmative, 
without the leaſt Oppoſition. 
The firſt Queſtion the Grand 
Magus propos d was this: What 
is _ longeſt and yet the ſhorteſt 
7" Me 20 hing 
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Thing in the World; the moſt 
ſwift and the moſt flow; the 
moſt diviſible, and the moſt ex- 
tended; the leaſt valu'd, and 
the moſt regretted; And with- 
out which nothing can poſſibly 
be done: Which, in a Word, 
devours every T hing how mi- 
nute ſoever, and yet gives Life 
and Spirit to every Object or 
Being, however Great? 
Ttobad had the Honour to an- 
Twer firſt. His Reply was, that 
a Man of his Merit had ſome- 
thing elſe to think on, than idle 
Riddles; *twas enough for him, 
that he was acknowledg'd the 
Hero of the Circus. One ſaid, 
the Solution of the Enigma pro- 
pos'd was Fortune; others ſaid 
the Zarth ; and others again the 
Light : But Zadig pronounced 
it to be Time. Nothing, ſaid 
hs can be longer, ſince *tis the 
Ne Meaſure 
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Meaſure of Eternity; Nothing 
is ſhorter, ſince there is Time 
always wanting to accompliſh 
what we aim at. Nothing paſſes 
ſo ſlowly as Time to him 
who is in Expectation ; and no- 
thing ſo ſwift as Time to. him 
who is in the perte&t Enjoyment 
of his Wiſhes. It's Extent 1s to 
Infinity, in the Whole ; and di- 
viſible to Infinity in part. All 
Men neglect it in the Paſſage ; 
and all regret the Loſs of it 

when *tis paſt. Nothing can 

poſſibly be done without it; 

it buries in Oblivion whatever 
1s unworthy of being tranſmitted 
down to Poſterity ; and it ren- 
ders all illuſtrious Actions im- 
mortal. The Aſſembly agreed 
unanimouſly that Zadig was in 
the _ 


The 
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The next Queſtion that was 
ſtarted, was, What is the Thing 
we receive, without being ever 
thankful for it ; which we enjoy, 
without knowing how we came 


by it; which we give away to 


others, without knowing where 
tis to be found; and which we 
loſe, without being any ways 
conſcious of our Misfortune? 

Each paſs'd his Verdict. Za- 
dig was the only Perſon that con- 
cluded it was LITE. He ſolv'd 
every Enigma propos'd, with 
equal Facility. Hobad, when he 
heard the Explications, always 
faid that nothing in the World 
was more eaſy, than to ſolve 
ſuch obvious Queſtions; and 
that he could interpret a thou- 
ſand of them without the leaft 
Heſitation, were he inclin'd to 
trouble his Head about ſuch 
Trifles. Other Queſtions were 


propos'd 
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propos” in regard to Juſtice, 
the ſovereign Good, and the 
Art of Government. Zadig 8 
Anſwers ſtill carried the greateſt 
Weight. What Pity *tis, faid 
fome who were preſent, that one 
of ſo comprehenſive a Genius, 
ſhould make fuch a ure Cava- 
lier? 

Moſt illuſtrious Grandees, faid 
 Zadig, I was the Perſon that 
had the Honour of being Victor 
at your Circus; the white Ar- 
mour, molt puiſſant Lords, was 
mine. That awkward Warrior 
there, Lord [tobad, dreis'd him- 
ſelf in it whilſt I was aſleep. 
He imagin'd, it is plain, that 
it would do him more Honour 
than his own Green one. Un- 
accoutred as I am, I am ready, 
before this auguſt Aſſembly, to 
give them inconteſtable Proof 
of my ſuperior Skill; to engage 


with 
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with the Uſurper of the White 
Armour with my Sword only 
in my Mantle and Bonnet; and to 
teſtify that J only was the happy 
Victor of the juſtly admired Hot- 
Fam. 

. Trobad accepted of the Chal- 
lenge with all the Aſſurance of 
Succeſs imaginable. He did 
not doubt, but being properly 
accoutred with his Helmet, his 
Cuiraſs, and his Bracelets, he 
ſhould be able to hue down an 
Antagoniſt, in his Mantle and 
Cap, and nothing to ſkreen him 
from his Reſentment, but a ſingle 
Sabre. Zadig drew his Sword, 
and faluted the Queen with it, 
who view'd him with Tranſport 
mix*d with Fear. [obad drew 
his, but paid his Compliments 
to Nobody. He approach'd 
Zadig, as one, whom he ima- 


gin'd incapable of making any 
con- 


R 
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conſiderable Reſiſtance. He 
concluded, *twas in his Power 
to cut Zadig into Atoms. Za- 
dig, however, knew how to parry 
the Blow, by dexterouſly receiv- 
ing it upon his Fort (as 
the Swords-men call -it) by 
which Means [obad's Sword 
was ſnapt in two. With that 


Zadig in an Inſtant elos'd his 


Adverſary, and by his ſuperior 


Strength, as well as Skill, laid 


him ſprawling on his Back. 
Then holding the Point of his 
Sword to the opening of his 
Cuiraſs, Submit to be ſtripp'd 
of your borrow'd Plumes, or 
you are a dead Man this Mo- 


ment. Irobad, always ſur- 


priz'd, that any Diſappointment 


ſhould attend a Man of ſuch 
exalted Merit as himſelf, very 


tamely permitted Zadig to dil- 
BY * him by Degrees of his pom- 


pous 


_ 
pous Helmet, his ſuperb Cuiraſs, 


his rich Bracelets, his brilliant 


Cuiſſes, or Armour for his 
Thighs, and other Martial Ac- 
coutrements. When Zadig had 
equipp'd himſelf Cap-a-pee, in 
his now recover'd Armour, he 
flew to Aſtarte, and threw him- 
ſelf proſtrate at her Feet. Cador 
prov'd, without any great Dif- 
ficulty, that the White Armour 
was Zadig's Property. He was 
thereupon acknowledg'd - King 
of Babylon, by the unanimous 
Conſent of the Whole Court ; 
but more particularly with the 
Approbation of Aftarte, who 
after ſuch a long Series of Mis- 
fortunes, now taſted the Sweets 
of ſeeing her darling Zadig 
thought worthy, in the Opinion 
of the whole World, to be the 


Partner of her royal Bed. o- 
Lad withdrew, and contented | 


himſelf 
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himſelf with being call'd my 
Lord within the narrow Com- 
pals of his own Domefticks. 
Zadig, in ſhort, was elected 
King, and was as happy as any 
Mortal could be. : 
No he began to reflect on what 
the Angel Jeſrad had ſaid to him: 
Nay, he reflected ſo far back as 
the Story of the Arabian Atom of 
Duſt metamorphoſed into a Dia- 
mond. The Queen and He a- 
dor'd the Divine Providence. 
Zadig permitted M:fſouf, the 
Fair Coquet, to make her Con- 
queſts where ſhe could. He 
ſent Couriers to bring the Free- 
booter Arbogad to Court, and 
gave him an Honourable Mili- 
tary Poſt in his Army, with 4 
farther Promiſe of Promotion to 
the higheſt Dignity; but upon this 
expreſs Condition, that he would 
aft for the future as a —_ 
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of Honour; but affur'd him at 
the fame Time, that he'd make 
a publick Example of him, if he 
follow'd his Profeſſion of Free- 
booting for the future. 

Setoc was ſent for from the 
lonely Deſarts of Arabia, together 
with the fair Almonza, his new 
Bride, to preſide over the com- 
mercial Affairs of Babylon. Ca- 
dor was advanc'd to a Poſt near 
himſelf, and was his Favourite 
Miniſter at Court, as the juſt 
Reward of his paſt Services. He 
was, in ſhort, the King's real 
Friend; and Zadig was the only 
Monarch in the Univerſe that 
could boaſt of ſuch an Atten- 
dant. The Dwarf, tho' dumb, 
was not wholly forgotten. The 
Fiſherman was put into the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of 'a very handſome 
Houſe; and Orcan was ſentenc'd, 
not only to pay him a very con- 
a ſiderable 
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ſiderable Sum for the Injuſtice 
done him in detaining his Wife; 
but to reſign her likewiſe to the 
2 Owner: The Fiſherman, 

owever, grown wiſe by Expe- 
rience, ſoften'd the Rigour of 
the Sentence, and took the Mo- 
ney only in full of all Ac- 
counts. 

He. didn't leave ſo much as 
Semira wholly diſconſolate, tho? 
ſhe had ſuch an Averſion to a 
blind Eye; nor Azora comfort- 
leſs, notwithſtanding her affec- 
tionate Intention to ſhorten his 
Noſe ; for he ſooth'd their Sor- 
rows by very munificent Pre- 
ſents. The envious Informer 
indeed, died with Shame and 
Vexation. The Empire was 
glorious abroad, and in the full 
Enjoyment of Tranquility, 
Peace and Plenty, at home: 
This, in ſhort, was the true 

golden 
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golden Age. The whole Coun- 

try was ſway' d by Love and 

Juſtice. Every one bleſt Zadig; 

and Zadig bleſt Heav'n for his 
unexpected Succeſs. 
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